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be unjust to the memory of the dead and false to my own sense 
of manhood. 

l\Iy first acquaintance with the late Senator occurred in the 
summer of 1871. He was then a young man 32 years of age, 
full of vigor and acuteness, after service as page and Postmaster 
of the Senate, and with keen knowledge of p11blic affairs, ac­
quired in the office of collector of internal revenue in the fifth 
dish·ict of 1\laryland. I was a candidate for the office of gov­
ernot• of 1\laryland, and promptly discovered in him an astute 
political leader, and our friendly relations began at that period. 

He came to · the bouse of delegates for the session of 1872, · 
while I was governor, and was made its speaker. The duties of 
that position he discharged with signal ability, and what be had 
learned in the Senate, in the official position he beld between 1862 
and 1869, rendered him able to discharge the functions of the 
speakersbip without embarrassment. 

.After the session of the legislature be was made president of 
the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company, in which the State 
had large interests, and for which position I rendered him all 
the aid in my power. 

About the year 1879, owing purely to political differences, the 
association in party affairs which bad previously existed be­
tween us was severed, and our paths in party conferences there­
after ran in different directions; but I can with satisfaction say 
at this day that our personal relations were not suspended up 
to the hour of his decease. ·on the contrary, whenever we met 
it was in the social and cordlar way of former days. His pri­
vate life was m9st exemplary, and his devotion to his home and 
his family won the admiration of his thousands of friends in his 
native State. 

l\Iay he rest in peace ! 

And now, 1\lr. President, as a further mark of respect, I ask 
that the resolution I send to the desk be adopted by the Senate. 

Tbe VICE-PRESIDENT. Tbe resolution submitted by the 
junior Senator from 1\laryland will be read. 

The Secretary read the resolution, as follows : 
Resolved, That as a further mark of respect to the memory of the de­

ceased, the Senate do now adjoUI·n. 
The resolution was unanimously agreed to; and (at 5 o'clock 

and 7 minutes p. m. ) the Senate adjourned until tomorrow, Sat­
urday, Pebruary 2, 1907, at 12 o'clock meridian. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

FnmAY, FebruaTy 1, 1907. 
Tbe House met at 12 o'clock noon. . 
The Chaplain, Rev. HENRY N. CoUDEN, offered the folfowing 

prayer: 
W'e lift up otir hearts unto Thee, 0 .God and Heavenly 

Father, in behalf of the Member whose companion has been 
taken from him in death, and unto whom and his motherless 
cbilclren our hearts go out in tender and loving sympathy. Let 
Thine everlasting arms be about him to comfort and support 
him and speak to him. 

0 Thou grace divine, encircling all, · 
A soundless, shoreless sea, 

Wherein at last our souls shall fall, 
Oh, love of God most free. 

Speak to him, we beseech Thee, Thou who art the resurr~c­
tion and the life, of that eternal home where families shall be 
reunited, and where sorrows and partings shall never come. 
.And Thine sball be the praise, through Jesus Christ. .Amen. 

The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap­
proyed. 

ORDER OF TIUSINESS. 

l\Ir. 1\I.AHON. l\Ir. Speaker, under the rules this day belongs 
to the Committee on War Claims. The committee does not wish 
to interfere with the river and harbor bill, and I ask unanimous 
consent that the clay following the passage of that bill be given 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania asks 
unanimous consent that the day following the passage of the 
riY"er and harbor bill may stand in lieu of to-day for business 
from the Committee on War Claims. · 

l\ir. PAYNE. l\fr. Speaker, reserving the right to object, I 
am unwilling to consent to that arrangement now. There are 
several other approp1·iation bills pending, and I think an ar­
rangement may be made later by which we can set apart a day 
and observe a similar rule to that we had the other day in re­
gard to claims, allowing the unobjectionable claims to be taken 
up. If this order requested by the gentleman from Pennsyl­
vania .is made now it will result in nothing but the waste of a 
day on the omnibus b.i.U. · 

1\Ir. MAHON. I want to say to the gentleman that I hay-e 
said to the gentleman from Illinois [1\.Ir. Foss), chairman of 
the naval committee, that if he was ready with the nay-al bill 
after the passage of the riv.er and harbor bill we would get out 
of his way. There will be no difficulty about that~ 

Mr. P .AYNE. I think I shall have to object, 1\lr. Speake1·, to 
this request now, but I think that an arrangement can be made 
later by which the gentleman will be enabled to get unobjection­
able bills from the Committee on War Claims taken up. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 

COMMUTATION OF HOMESTEAD ENTRIES FOR TOWN-SITE PURPOSES 
IN OKLAHOMA. 

l\Ir. STEPHENS of Texas. l\Ir. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent for the present consideration of the bill (H. R. 2-!V~ 9) 
to provide for the commutation for town-site purposes of home­
stead entries in certain portions of Oklahoma . 

The Clerk read the bill, as follows : 
Be it enacted, etc., That when any citizen or numbet· of citizens (not 

exceeding four: ) who have purchased homesteads in Oklahoma Tel'ri­
tory under act of June 5, 1906, entitled "An act to open for settle­
ment 505,000 acres of land in the Kiowa, Comanche, and Apache Indian 
reservations, in Oklahoma Territory," desire to found a city or t own 
upon their said lands, it shall be lawful for them, at theit· option, to pay 
to the receiver of the land office . of the district where their land is 
situated the full amount of the mo'ney remaining unpaid on their 
bid for their said land ; and the person or persons so paying said money 
to commute their said homesteads shall at the same time fil e wit h the 
recorder of the county in which such city or town is situa ted a plat 
thereof for not exceeding 640 acres of land, describing its extet·ior 
boundar·ies according to the lines of the public surveys and of their· 
homesteads; also giving the name of such city or town and a plat 
and description exhibiting the streets, squares, blocks, lots, and alleys, 
the size of tbe same, with measurements and area of each municipal 
subdivision, if any ; the alleys, streets, public parks, and squares .shall 
be desi"'nated, and the uses for which they are dedicated shall be 
given. 'Such map and statement shall be verified under oath by the 
party for and in behalf of the person or persons proposing to estab­
lish such city or town; and within one month after such filing there 
shall be transmitted to the General Land Office a verified transcript 
of such map and statement, accompanied by the testimony of two wit­
nesses that such city or town bas been established in good faith; 
a similar map and statement shall be filed with the register and re­
ceiver, and at any time at:ter the filing of such map and statement in 
the General Land Office, together with the receipt of the receiver show· 
ing the aforesaid full payment of the bid made for such land, it shall 
be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to at once issue a patent 
to the said land so paid for to the purchaser thereof. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 
Mr. P .AYNE. Reserving the right to object, I would like to 

hear an explanation. • 
l\Ir. STEPHENS of Texas. 'I'he object of the bill is this : 

Congress passed a bill on the 5th of June last opening for set­
tlement 505,000 acres of land in Oklahoma. That land was to 
be sold to the highest bidder. It was sold recently and it 
brought $12 an acre on an average, some aboye and some below. 
It could not be sold for less than $5 an acre. It was sold under 
sealed bids. Since that time the railroad has been extended 
from my district in Texas in the direction of Lawson, one 
branch going 30 miles across this land to a town called Freder­
ick. rhey find that there is, no law permitting them to have 
towns along this route, or depots, or anything of that sort, and 
it is absolutely necessary that they should be permitted to pay 
the entire amount due on the land at one time so that a patent 
can issue. 'I'hey bought the land on five years' time, paying 
one-fifth down and four other payments. They want the right 
to pay the other four payments and get the patents. .Also they 
are requirecl to live on it fourteen months under the homestead 
law before they can commute. This permits them to commute 
at once on the payment of the amount due . 

l\Ir. PAYNE. As I understand the gentleman, all this bill 
does is to permit the people to pay the whole consideration at 
once instead of five annual payments? 

l\Ir. STEPHENS of Texas. Yes. 
l\fr. LACEY. I would also sta~ that these bids have not yet 

been filed and allotments made, but will be reported to the 
Secretary of the Interior in a few days. It only giy-es the­
option wherever they desire to lay out a town site by filing a 
plat and paying the full price of the bids. . 

Mr. PAYNE. I would like to ask the gentleman if this has 
been reported from the Committee on Public Lands? 

Mr. LACEY. It has. . 
Mr. PAYNE. I am glad to notice that the land sold for a 

good deal mor e under sealed bids than $5 an acre. 
l\fr. LACEY. We don't know how much it bas brought, but 

unquestionably it bas brought more than it would if there had 
been a public auction and a combination of bidders. 

l\Ir. P .AYNE. I want to commend to the House the idea her~ 
after of selling land under the same rules and restrictions. I 
have no objection. 

The SPEAKER. The . question is on the engrossment and 
t_!lird reading of the bill~ 
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The bill "\\US orQered to be engrossed and read a third time, 
\Yas read the third time, and passed. 
J:'IXI:'IG BOUNDARIES OF LA~DS ADJOI~ING COEL'R D'ALENE INDIAN 

RESERVATIOX. 

~Ir. JJ'RE~CH. 1\Ir. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for 
the pre ent consideration of the bill H . R. 24374, together 
with amendments, to :fix the boundaries of the lands of certain 
landowners adjoining the Coeur d'Alene Indian Reservation, 
''hich I send to the desk and ask to haYe read. 

The Clerk read as follo"Ws : 
Be it enacted, etc., That following the boundary of the Coeur d'Alene 

Indian Reservation, in the State of Idaho, whereYer the surveys .of 
said reservation, as finally appro\ed, make it appear to the Commis­
sioner of the General Land Office that adjoining owners of land would 
l>e dep1·ived of a portion of their land as said land appears described 
under patent, such an amount of adjoining land shall be granted from 
the resern1tion to owners of such adjoining land as will complete their 
respective tracts as defined by patent or entry. 

With the following amendments: 
In line 7, after the · words "owners of land," insert the words "or 

entrymen." 
In line 8, after the word "patent," insert the words "or entry." 
In line 9, after the word " land," insert the following : 
"Upon payment therefor at their appraised value, as provided in the 

act of June 21, 190G (34 Stat. L., p. 3D5) ." 
Add the following proviso to the end of the bill : 
up1·o,;icled, That the provisions of this act shall not e.;t~nd to 

lands which are embraced in allotments made under the proVIslons of 
the act of June 21, 1906 (34 Stat- L., p. 335), or to lands in the use 
or occupation of any Indian having tribal rights on the Coeur d'Alene 
Reservation." 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 
Mr. P AYNEJ. Mr. Speaker, reserving the right to object, I 

"Would ask what is sought to be accomplished by this? · 
1\Ir. FRE:NCH. 1\lr. Speaker, the bill is simply a measure to 

correct the boundary lines between the prospe~tive settlers that 
will be upon this reservation and the settlers who now own 
their land or haye entered upon their land surrounding it 
It has the unanimous support of the committee and of the De­
partment, and it n:ierely :fixes a definite boundary line. which 
will pre\ent future litigation oyer the exact boundary lme be­
tween the t"Wo sets of owners. 

Mr. STEVENS of Minnesota. This has the unanimous sup-
port of the committee? 

Mr. FRENCH. Yes. 
Mr. PAYNE. ·I have no objection. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the amend­

ments. 
The question was taken ; and the amendments "Were agreed to. 
The SPEAKER. The question now is on the engrossment 

and third reading of the bill as amended. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time, 

r ead the third time, and passed. 
The SPEAKER. Without objection, the title will be amended 

by inserting, after the word " landowners," the "Words " and en­
trymen." . 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
ADDITIONAL LAP\D DISTRICT& IN ALASKA. 

1\lr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of the bill (H. R. 25041) to provjde for 
the creation of additional land districts in the district of 
Alaska, which I send to the desk and ask to haye read. 

The Clerk read as follows : 
Be it enacted etc., That there n.re hereby created two additional. land 

districts the boundaries of which shall be designated by the President, 
in the district of Alaska, to be kno:wn as the Nome land district . .and the 
Fairbanks land district, with the land offices located, respectively, at 
Nome Alaska, and Fairbanks, Alaska. 

SEC. 2. That the clerks of the district courts at Nome and ~airbanks 
shall respectively be ex-officio registers of the. land offices at Nome and 
Fairbanks and the marshals of 'the .said courts at Nome_ and Fairban~s 
shall be ex-officio receivers of public moneys for the Nome and . Fall'­
banks land districts. Said officet·s shall perform the several duties of 
re"'ister of the land office and receiver of public moneys for the land 
di~tricts with all the powers incident to such offices to the same ex~ent• 

·as now performed by the register of the land office and . the rece1ver 
of public moneys at Juneau, Alaska. 

SEC 3 'l'hat the said officers shall, in addition to their present com­
pensation as clerk or marshal as provided by law, r eceive all the fees 
and emoluments allowed by. law for their servic~s :.:s registers of land 

mces and receivers of public moneys for land <;tistncts under the land 
laws· Prodded That any· fees or emoluments m excess of $1.500 per 
annum recCi\ed by either such officials shall be paid into the '£reasury 

I' the l.Jnited States. 
'EC 4 That the suneyor-general of the district of Alaska, under the 

dil:ection' of the Secretary of the I_nterior, shall furnish the r~ceivers .of 
said land offices a sufficient quantlty of numbers to J.?e us~d ~ the dif­
ferent classes of official surveys that may be made m sa1d Nome .and 
Fairbanks land districts to meet the requirements thereof, and upon ap­
plication by any person desiring to have an official survey made the re­
cei\Cl'S shall furnjsh a number or numbers for such survey or surveys, 
together with an order directing a qualified deputy surveyor to J?ake the 
same and such application, order, and the fee required to be. paid to the 
suYveyor-"'cneral in the district of Alaska shall be transnnrted to the 
surYeyor-general: P1-o1:icled, That all surveys thus made shall be ap­
proved by the surveyor-general as at present. 

SEC. 5. That tbis act shall take effect and be in force from and after 
J uly 1, 1!)07. 

With the following amendments : 
Strike out the word "emoluments," in line !), page 2, and in ert 

" commissions ; " and in line 12, page 2, strike out the word " emolu­
ments" and insert "commis ions;" and at end of line 14, page 2, 
insert the following: "Pro,;ided, That no other alary than aforesaid 
shall be paid to sueh registers and receivers." 

The SPEAKER. I s there objection? 
1\Ir. UNDERWOOD. 1\Ir. Speaker, resening the right to ob­

ject, I "WOuld like to ask the gentleman from Io"Wa n que tion 
about the bill. Does this propose to giye two offices to these 
men-that is, to allow them to hold the office of marshal and 
also induct them into the office of receiyer of the Public Land 
Office? 

Mr. LACEY. Ur. Speaker, I will explain to tile gentleman 
and to the House the situation. When Alaska :first began to be 
settled and "\\.e organized a go\ernment there, there was not 
bu iile s enough to justify the establishment of a land office 
in tlle usual way ; the expense "\\US too great. So Congres made 
the secretary of the Terri tory and the clerk of the court regi ter 
and receiyer ex officio, and allo"Wed th8m to perform what few 
duties there were there. But at pre. ent they ha\e a land office 
for the entire district at Juneau. The. distance is yery great, 
2,500 miles from Juneau to Nome, and a good deal of the year 
it is practically impassable. It makes a great deal of ·delay in 
obtaining patents. A few years ago "e established some land 
offices in northern Alaska, and it was found that tllere was not 
demand enough to justify keeping them open, and the expense 
of the offices "Was considerable. The fees were yery few. Those 
offices were discontinued by act of Congress. They desire up 
there that they should ha\e an opportunity to apply for their 
mineral patents in some more con\enient way than · going to 
.Juneau. The sun-eyor-gerieral li\es at .Juneau. By making 
land offices at these two places and establishing them somewhat 
on the same plan that the original office used to be at Sitka, it 
will enable these people in the future cases that come up to ob­
tain relief without the Government going to the expense of es­
tablishing separate land offices there, and therefore the bill 
makes the clerk simply do the duties of tlle register in addi­
tion ·to his present duties, and the marshal do the duties of 
receiYer in addition to his present duties, and gives them the 
fees and commissions for the work, provided that they should 
not each exceed $1,500. They would probably amount to two 
or three hundred dollars a year. 

:Mr. U~'DERWOOD. Let me ask the gentleman this : -Has 
not the office of recei\er been abolished? 

~Ir. LACEY. It has not 
:Mr. UNDERWOOD. Has it not be~m consolidated, tlle two 

offices, in the United States? · 
l\lr. LACEY. It has not, though it ought to be. I introduced 

a bill asking that that be done, but, unfortunately, I haye not 
been able to secure a favorable report from the committee. 1\Iy 
own. judgment is that we ought to haYe the "Work of register and 
receiver performed by a single person, but this bill does not 
change that law. It simply makes provision for ca. es "Where 
if anyone wants a mineral patent he can apply and sa\e the 
transfer of his paper back and forth 2,500 miles to Juneau, 
making a 5,000-mile trip by dog sled in the' winter and by water 
in the summer time. . 

1\Ir. UNDERWOOD. I have no objection to that part of tlle 
bill. Tile question with me was whether this was a bill to in­
crease the emoluments of some officiaL 

1\Ir. LACEY. It would increase them slightly. At Nome 
there are forty cases pending, and this bill pro\ides that those 
shall be continued until :finally settled at .Juneau; out I sup­
pose there will be :fifty or a hundred cases from each of these 
points in the course of the next year or two. There are a num­
ber of miners who have low-grade claims that will have to be 
worked by dredging nnd by more expensive methods than the 
mere rocker-and-flume system. In order to do this they will 
haye to go to the expen e of buying dredges and putting in lleavy 
machinery, and they require patents in order to do that They 
will not do that on titles which are or may be conh·o,erteu, and 
it will settle costly conflicts as to titles. -

l\Ir. Ul\TDERWOOD. I haye no objection to that part of the 
bill but I "Want to ask the gentleman this question: I ha\e nbso­
lut~ confidence in the judgment and statement of the gentleman ­
from Iowa, but I want to know whether he has inve tigated the 
question and whether he is willing to state to the House that 
you could not create the office of register and receiver . cpa-
rately from that of marshal? . 

Mr. LACEY. The marshal already handles funus tllerc. He 
is a bonded officer and handles very considerable funds, and he 
is on the spot. There are a clerk and marshal located at each 
of the cities of Nome and Fairbanks. There is none at Valuez, 
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and it might be well to gi-.;-e some relief at Valdez if we ever 
ba-re a court ami court headquarters there. At present there 
are only deputies at Yn.ldez. TbeEe officers can perform the 
additional duties, and would gladly do so, of course, for the com­
pen ation attached to them, and e-.;-en the additional allowance, 
if it ran to tbe maximum, would not make a -rery large s!llary 
for Alaska. 

Mr. U~ruERWOOD. The objectionable feature to the bill, it 
seems to me, is tbe consolidation of offices; of allowing one man 
to bold more than one office. As a matter of fact I doubt 
,-.;-betber it is within tbe terms of the Constitution as a con­
stitutional question, whether you bave the right to confer tw·o 
Federal offices on one man· at the same time. 

1\lr. LACEY. I think you can make a man pe_rform additional 
duties or authorize him to do so. At any rate, we did it in 
Alaska. We made the secretary of Alaska the register, and 
made the clerk of the United States court of Alaska a recei-rer, 
when tbe .conditions at Sitka were -.;-ery similar to what they are 
now at Nome or at Fairbanks, and it worked very. well. There 
was no question rai eel about it, and I do not think any could be. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The gentleman recalls -.;-ery well this 
House went into tbe question very fully in the case of General 
Wheeler, when the question was raised as to whether he could 
hold the office of major-general in the Army and a 1\lember of 
Congress, and the Judiciary Committee of the House held that 
they were two separate and incompatible offices and could not be 
held by the same man at the same time. 

.i\Ir. LACEY. One of them was a constitutional office ; that of 
a 1\lember of Congress . . 

... rr. UNDERWOOD. I do not think the Constitution says 
anything about a constitutional office, but merely provides no 
man shall bold two offices. Now, it seems to me that the office 
of United States marshal and the office of register or recei>er 
are two distinct and separate offices, as recognized by the 
statutes of the United States, and it seems to me that the gen­
tleman in his bill has encroached on that constitutional pro­
vision, and I wanted to know whether the gentleman had 
looked into the question from that standpoint. 

·1\lr. LACEY. I ha>e; and the secretary of the Territory was 
directed ex officio as such to perform also these other duties. 
So in the present case the clerk of the court, ex: officio, will-per­
form the duties of reg-ister. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? [After a pause.] T.be 
Ohair bears none. 

The amendments "\\ere agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read tlle 

third time, was read the third time, and passed. 
MESSAGE FRO:ll THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by 1\Ir .. PARKINSo~, its r eading 
clerk, announced that the Senate bad pas ed without amend­
ment bills of the following titles : 

H. R. 4299 .. An act for the relief of John Stinson; 
H . R. 4300. An act for the relief of A. J .. Stinson; 
H. R. 16386. An act to fix the time of holding the circuit and 

district courts for the northern. district of West Virginia ; 
II. R. 15594. An act for the relief of John B. Brown ; 
H. R. 14634. An act for tbe relief of George H . Chase; 
H . R. 13895. An act to correct the naval record of l\Iicbnel 

Sheehan; . . 
H. R. 13031. An act granting an increase of pension to Thomas 

H . Leslie; 
H . R. 12600. Ail act to define t.be term of " r ecri stered nurse " 

and to pro>ide for the registration of nurses ·in tbe District of 
Columbia; 

H . R. 9778. An act for the relief of Philip Loney; 
H. R. 64:30. An act authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury 

· to pay to German 1\I. Rouse informer's fees for certain opium 
seizures; · 

H. R. 5651. An act for tile Telief of William H. Beall ; 
I!. R. 5223. An act to reimburse Quong Hong Yick for one case 

of op-ium erroneou ly condemned and sold by the United States ; 
H. R. 1142. An act for tile relief of Ephraim Greenawalt; 
H. R. 24932. An act for the extension of School street NW. ; 
H. R. 23383. An act to amend an act entitled "An act to au-

thorize the city of St Louis, a corporation organized under the 
laws of the State of 1\lissouri, to construct a bridge across the 
l\fi si sippi Ri-rer," approved June 25, 1906; 

H . R. 22362. An act for the relief of Esther Rou seau; 
H. R. 1974!). An act to prescribe the duties of deputy col-

lectors of customs ; . 
II. R. 18380. An act to complete the naval record of Charles 

W. Held; 
H. R.1762±. An act to amend an act entitled "An act to amend 

section 4403 of the Revised Statutes of the United States," ap­
prored 1\larcb 3, 1!)05; and 

H . J . Res. 195. Jo.int resolution authorizing the Secretary of 
War to furnish two condemned cannon to the mayor of the town 
of Preston, Iowa. 

The message also announced that the Senate bad passed with 
amendment bill of the following title: 

H . R. 24:109. An act to aut.borize the Norfolk and Western 
Railway Company to construct sundry bridges aero s the Tug 
Fork of the Big Sandy River. 

The message also announced that the Senate bad passed bill 
of the following titles; in which the concurrence of the Ilouse 
of Representatives was requested : 

S. 7515. An act to authorize the Missouri River Impro-vement 
Company, a 1\lontana corporation, to construct a dam or dams 
across the 1\Iissouri River ; 
. S. 7495. An act to define the status of certain patent~ and 
pending entries, selections, and filings on lands formerly "\\ithln 
the Fort Berthold Indian Reservation in North Dakota; 

S. 7271. An act for the relief of Rathbun, Beachy & Co. ; 
S. 6725. An act to grant medals to suni>ors and heirs of yol­

unteers of the Port Hudson forlorn-hope storming party; and 
S. 3668. An act to authorize the Washington, Spa Spring and 

Gretta Railroad Company, of Prince George County, to extend 
its sh·eet railway into the Dish·ict of Columbia. 

The message also announced that the Senate bad passed the 
following resolution : 

R csol1:ed by the Ben ate (the House of Representatit:-es concrcrring), 
'l'bat the President be requested to return the bill (8. 1879) entitled 
"An act granting an increase of pension to Lorenzo F . Harrison . 

The me sage also announced that the Senate had agreed to 
the amendments of the House to the bill (S. 7760) to authorize 
the Albany Railroad Bridge. Company or the Chicago and Korth­
western Railway Company to reconstruct · a bridge across the 
Mississippi Ri-rer. 

The message also announced that the Senate had insisted 
upon its amendment to the bill (H. R. 2157!)) granting an in­
crease of pension to Sarah R. Harrington, disagreed to by the 
Hou e of Repre-entati>es, bad agreed to the conference asked 
by the House on the di agreeing votes of the two Houses 
thereon, and bad ar>pointed 1\lr. 1\icCuMBER, 1\Ir. ScoTT, and 1\Ir. 
TALIAFERRO as the conferee on the part of the Senate. 

Tile message also :mnounced that the Senate bad in i ted 
upon its amendments to the bill (H. R. 24538) making appr.o­
priations for the diplomatic and consular ser-rice for the fiscal 
yem· ending June 30, 1908, disagreed to by the House of Rep­
resentati-.;-es, had agreed to the conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses thereon, and bad appointed 1\Ir. HALE, 
1\Ir. OULLo~r, and l\1r. TELLER as the conferees on the part of the 
Senate. 

SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, Senate bills of the following 
titles were taken from the Speaker's table and referred to tileir 
appropriate committees, as indicated below: 

S. 3668. An act to authorize the Washington, Spa Spring anu 
Gretta Railroad Company, of Prince George County, to extend 
its street rail"\\ay into the District of Columbia-to the Com­
mittee on the Dish·ict of Ooluml>ia.; 

S. 6725. An act to grant medals to sun·iy-ors and heirs of 
-.;-olunteers of the Port Hudson forlorn-hope storming party­
to the Committee on Military Affairs ; 

S. 7271. An act for the relief of Rathbun, Beachy & Co.-to 
the Committee on Claims; 
. S. 7495. An act to define the status of certain pa tents and 
pending entries, f'elections, anu filings on lands formerly witilin 
the Fort Bert hold Indian Resenation in North Dakota-to the 
Committee on tile Public Lands; 
· S. 7515. An act to autborize the 1\Iissouri River Impro-reme1it 
Company, a 1\Iontana corporation, to construct a dam or dam 
across the Missouri R i >er-to the Committee on · Interstate anu ' 
Foreign Commerce ; and 

S. 7776. An act to proyide for prot'ecting the interests of the 
United State on the 10\Yer Colorado Ri-rer, for the establisil­
ment of the Imperial Yalley and the Colorado Riwr irrigation 
projects, and for other purposes:__to the Committee on the Public 
Lan<ls. 

RITER AXD IIARBOR APPROPRIATIO~ BILL. 

1\lr. BURTON of Ohio. 1\Ir. Speaker, I move that the Hotise 
resol-re itself into the Committee of ·tbe Whole House on the state 
of the Union for the further consideration of the bill H. R. 
249!)1, the river and harbor appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly the Hou(;e resolved itself into the Committee of 

the Whole House on tbe s tate of the Union for the considera­
tion of the bill H. R. 24!)91 , tile river and Ilurbor appropriation 
bill, Mr. CURRIER in the cilair. 

1\lr. CLARK of l\Iissouri rose. 
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The CH.A.IRl\IA.N. How much time ·does the gentlem:m from 
1\Iissouri desire? 

1\Ir. CLARK of )Ii souri. Thirty minutes. 
The HA..IR~l.A~. The gentlem::m from lUi souri is recog­

nized for thirty minutes. 
.Mr. LARK of lUi ouri. 1\lr. Chairman, the chance are 

that nnything said on the ri\er and harbor bill after the learned 
speeches we listened to ye terday is a mere waste of breath, or 
to u e a more elegant expres ion, a work of supererogation. St. 
Paul, the greatest philo opher that e\er li\ed, in his first epi tie 
to Timothy, says : . 

But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his 
own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel. 

From the context it is clear that in that utterance the great 
apostle to the Gentiles was speaking of things spiritual, but it 
applies to things temporal as well. 

The duties of Representati\es here di\ide themsel\es about as 
follows: First, to the country at large; second, to the par­
ticular ections from which they hail; third, to the interests of 
their own districts; fourth, to look after the indiyidual wants of 
their constituent . This last has been termed, flippantly, "doing 
errands in the Departments." Certain ::esthetical doctrinaires, 
seated in comfortable libraries, who assume to run the affairs of 
thi · Government and of this world, condemn men in Congress 
who do anything else except expending their energies on tbe 
larger duties to the country. They .would make solar-walk 
tatesmen of us all-merely that and nothing more. Ob ena­

tion and experience teach me, howe1er, that the men here 'vho 
attend to the duties of the country at large ·and to their own 
particular ection" and their own districts and their own con­
stituent with courage, capacity, a:o.d fidelity are the men wllo 
at last climb to high places in this House. The humblest man 
or woman in any district bas the right to call upon his or her 
Representative for any proper service; and the Representative 
wilo is derelict in any of these duties falls short of doing what 
Ile i.s elected to do. 

The most painful feature of this debate, so far as it has 
gon , is the fact that the distinguisiled chairman of this com­
mittee, the gentleman from Ohio [l\Ir. BURTON], and my em­
inent colleague from St. Louis, Doctor BARTHOLDT, appear to 
ba1e come to the parting of. the ways. On the question of peace 
they have fought in pairs. .Applicable to them on that subject 
is the old couplet : 

Two souls with but a single thought, 
Two hearts that beat as one. 

The diffe1:ence between them on that question is that the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. BURTON] speaks in fa\or of peace 
and Yotes against the implements of war, while the gentleman 
from l\1i souri, Doctor BARTHOLDT, speaks in favor of peace and 
yote for the implements of war. [.Applau e.] 

Mr. B.ARTIIOLDT rose. 
The CHAIRM.A.l"\1'. Does the gentleman from 1\Ii souri [l\Ir. 

CLARK] yield to Ili colleague? 
Mr. CLARK of Mis ouri. With pleasure. 
l\Ir. BARTHOLDT. The desire of my colleague from hli -

souri to convict me of inconsistency is surpassed only by his un-
willingness to understand my position. . 

1\Ir. CLARK of Missouri. I ha1e not time to debate that que -
tion with the gentleman now. I ha\e only thirty minutes. I 
am, boweyer, willing to go into that some other time. The gen­
tleman from Missouri [l\Ir. BARTHOLDT] on the question of peace 
eems to be in the same frame of mind as the Irishman who said 

be was in favor of a certain la_w, but against its enforcement. 
[Laughter.] I regard those two gentlemen us the advocates of 
peace par excellence, although those in posse sion of the funds 
ha1e awarded the palm to the President of the United States. 
I congratulate him and the country on the fact that he has 
seen cause to dispo e of the Nobel peace prize in a noble way. 
[.Applause.] 

The building or construction of great internal improvements is 
one of the grandest purposes to which any statesman can turn 
his attention. The kingdom of A.lexande1· the Great bas per­
i bed, the dynasties which his generals founded have gone the 
way of all flesh, but the public works which he established, 
especially the great city named for him, constitute his permanent 
monuments. The Roman Empire is broken into an hundred 
fragments ; the Cresars are dust; but the roads which the 
Roman legions built and oyer which they marched are still 
traveled by the children of men. The advocates of good. roads 
in this country, of whom I am one, would do well to take lessons 
out of the book of tb.e ancient Romans. 1\Iy judgment is that if 
Napoleon had been let alone by England after the peace of 
Amiens, before he was dominated by the lust for uni\ersn.l con­
que t, he would have dedicated his mighty genius and prodigious 
energies to the establishment of such magnificent public works 

as would have ranked with the Code itself us his clearest titles 
to imperishable renown. 

The truth is he snatched eYery moment he could from war 
to devote to the development of the re ources of France. It 
was his design to build that canal connecting the l\Iediterruneun 
with the .Atlantic, which the French are agitating now. Ferdi­
nand de Lesseps in the latter years of his life wa imprisoned, 
us was the great Genoese navigator, but so long as ships go 
through the Suez Canal men will remember and bles his name. 
The crimson glory of P.ultowa is dimmed by time but . o long 
as the proud city on the bunks of the Ne\a lifts to Ileayen Iler 
spires the name of Peter the Great, who created her, will be 
familiar to the ears of men. No doubt Kai ·er Wilhelm ,,..ould 
count among the smallest of his achievement the canals be 
has dug and the canals in contemplation, but the chances are 
that when he is forgotten us a war lord the e things will rank 
him among the greatest ruler of his time and a sociate his 
name indissolubly with tho e of his gloriou. unce tor , the Great 
Elector and Frederick the Great, the well belo\ed of tile German 
people. 

Out in the lis issippi Valley we Bale the mo t marTelous 
system of natural waterways that God, in His infinite wi uom 
and goodness, eYer vouchsafed to any of His children. \\~itil 
signal stupidity we have neglected to improye them, and the 
Congre s of the United States has acted ton·m·d them in a man­
ner that is a shame to the Republic. The gentleman from Ohio 
[:Mr. BURTON] is said to dominate the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors. I do not know anything about that. He may, and be 
may not. The member of that committee a:re amon()' the able t 
and mo. t prominent in this bod.y. Howeyer the e thing. may 
be, I have a firmly grounded suspicion that on this occasion, on 
tilis bill, he and his committee dominate a majority of thi 
Hou e. If he is a1aricious of fame--and his name has been 
sometimes used in connection with the Pre idency of the United 
States-Ile bas it in Ilis own bands to build him elf an imperish- · 
able monument by gi\ing us deep water from the Fulls of St . 
.Anthony to the Gulf, thereby fixing his name onto tilat great en­
terprise. It might po ibly be that, in our inten e <le ire to ac­
complish that, we migilt be willing to change the name of the 
Father of Wa~ers to the riYer Burton, us it wa originally 
C'alled the ri1er Colbert by tile early French di coyerer , in 
honor of the great French minister. That is hi one hance to 
uchieYe a reputation that will ne\er fade away. 

Mr. 1\:IAHON. l\.Iay I ask the gentleman a question? 
1\Ir. CLARK of l\Iissouri. If it is pertinent, yes. 
l\Ir. MAHON. I want to a k the gentleman from :;\lis ouri 

if the present chairman of the River and Harbor· ommittee is 
not the most intelligent and best chairman that they e\er Ilud. 

l\Ir. CLARK of Missouri. I am not saying anyti:iinO' to criti­
ci e the chairman of that committee. I am giving him a press­
ing invitation to lay Ilold on earthly immortality. [Laugilter 
and applause.] I esteem him a highly as any man in this 
House doe . I admire his capacity and I believe in hi integ­
rity, but be is "sot in his ways," like the rest of u . I do not 
u()'ree with his theories us to we. tern 'riwr . I ha1e a· rigilt to 
ad yoca te my own. · 

Mr. l\IA.HON. He is a bachelor. [Laugilter.] 
l\Ir. CLARK of l\lissouri. I am trying to convert him, and 

if he would establish that great work, when he Ilad finished it 
be could repeat the proud boast of Horace: 

Exegi monumentum rera perennius. 
I have reared for myself a monument loftier than the Egyptian 

Pyramids and more lasting than bronze. 

Charles Stewart Parnell once said: 
Opportunity is a horse, bridled and saddled, which tops at e'i'ery 

man's threshold once in a lifetime. Be ready, mount, and be carries 
you on to success and honor. Pause · but a moment- he is gone, and 
the clatter of his iron hoofs echoing down the corridor. of time will 
forever remind you of what you have lost. · 

I commend these glowing words to the chairman of the om­
mittee on Rivers and Harbors [l\Ir. BURTON]. This is his 
golden opportunity. 

First and last, l\Ir. Chairman, in the public prints there Ilave 
been divers suggestions as to the post-Presidential career of the 
present occupant of the White House. Some have suggested that 
be go to the United States Senate. If New York intends to 
continue in the unfortunate habit of electing Republicans to 
the United States Senate, then my voice is for Roosevelt for 
that position. The subsequent proceedings would make what 
Horace Greeley would have denominated "mighty interesting 
reading." Only two ex-Presidents have retui·ned to Congress. 

John Quincy .Adams served in this House seyenteen and a 
fraction years, died with the harness on his back, as no doubt 
he would ha1e desired to die had he been consulted as to his 
exit from this world; and it is the truth of history that more of 
his fame restS on the se,enteen years of Ilis service in this House 
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than upon an · of his long official career from the time when, at 
the age· of 14, he became secretary of legation to the time-when 
he quit the White House in high dudgeon, refusing to accompany 
hls victorious ri>al, General Jackson, to the Capitol for inaugura­
tion. The people of Tennessee, after a prolonged and most dra­
matic contest, elected .Andrew Johnson for a full Senatorial 
term after he was President. He only lived a few months. I 
wish be could have lived the full six years, so as to even up the 
score with his multitudinous enemies who undertook to impeach 
and convict him when he had committed no crime whatever. 
He was guilty of bad manners and lame grammar-worse. 

Another suggestion as to the President's post-Presidential 
career is that be shall be president of Harvard College. .A noble 

.ambition, surely. I would rather he president of the University 
of :Missouri than to enjoy the high honor of being a member of 
the · House or Senate . or governor of that imperial Common­
wealth. I regretfully realize that that desire of my heart can 
ne>er be gratified because of the numerous and bitter political 
contests in whlcb I have borne a part, and, I hope; a man's part. 
I look back upon the years I spent as a teacher with unalloyed 
pleasure. I ·was absolutely certain of doing good then. .A .a 
lawyer and a Representative I have done the best I could, ac­
cording to my lights ; but. a lawyer is not always sure he bas 
rendered society a benefit by acquitting his client, and a Repre­
sentative in Congress, however honest and patriotic, may do his 
country a grievous injury by voting wrong on some great ques-
tion for lack of correc-t information. · 

Another suggestion is that President Roosevelt · shall devote 
his life to literature. lie would have an immense audience to 
begin with and it would make him a fortune. 

.Another is that he shall be perpetual president [laughter] of 
The Hague Peace and .Arbitration Tribunal. [.Applause.] It is 
safe to say that he would discharge the functions of that exalted 
station with the energy aJJ.d capacity with which he does every­
thing to which he turns his hand; and what he would do to the 
other peace~akers who had plans of peace different from his 
own would be a plenty. [Laughter.] 

Still another suggestion is that he be made general manager 
of the Panama Canal. Of all these propositions that would be 
to me the most tempting. To build an isthmian can.al has been 
the dream of men since Balboa first looked down in amazement 
and delight upon the peaceful ocean, and if that stupendous work 
is a success, the ml;ln who accomplishes it will write his name 
upon the scanty list of the immortals. Why Shouts or Wallace 
or any other man that had a chance to associate his name \lith 
it should relinquish that opportunity for any financial induce-

. ment whate>er is one of those things whlch, like the peace of 
God, passeth all understanding. [Laughter.] 

My situation about this river and harbor bill · is peculiar. I 
represent the great Mesopotamian district of the western world, 
wedged in between the 1\Iississippi and the 1\Iissom·i, skirting the 
1\lississippi for 140 miles, skirting the 1\Iissouri for 15Q miles, 
straddling the Missouri, and having in it six other rivers navi­
gable by act of Congress. [Laughter.] There were se\en, but I 
had one of them declared by act of Congress to be unnavigable 
for the purpose of building a railroad bridge across it. It was 
the first time I ever knew the railroads and the farmers to want 
the same thing at the same time, and I was so tickled by their 
wonderful unanimity that I pressed the bill through. 

There is only one other man in this · House whose district 
touches both the Missouri and the Mississippi, and that is my 
distinguished and well-beloved friend from St. Louis, Doctor 
BABTHOLDT. We Missouri Representatives ha>e all done our 
!Jest about imprqving the Mississippi and the l\fissouri-every 
one of us-Brother LLOYD, Brother SHACKLEFORD, and Brother 
RUCKER, and Brother FCLKERSON, and Brother ELLIS, and the 
rest of those whose districts are on either of the great rivers, 
and the 1\lissouria.ns whose districts are not on the river, sym­
pathizing with us, have helped us all they could, which is 
greatly to their honor. 

'Ve have ·16,900 mile.s of navigable waters in the Mississippi 
Valley. If they belonged to Holland, there would be a granite 
dike on both sides of the Missouri River from .Alton to Fort 
Benton. We might learn something from that thrifty and i-:1-
dustrious people. With rare courage they rescued their country 
from the sea. Right now they are engaged in draining the 
Zuyder Zee at a cost of $99,000,000. Year by year land enough 
to make a State as big as Massachusetts is swallowed up by the 
l\1issouri and the MissLsippi, and it is the richest land tmder 
the sllining sun. 

We annexed the Sandwich Islands on the excuse that we 
wanted llomes for our children. We annexed the Philippines 
for the same reason. Why, l\lr. Chairman, our children can 
not . live ·in the Sandwich Islands or the Philippines. God 
Almighty knew as much as the jingoes when he \\US creating 

this n-orld. [Laughter.] White men can do many things better 
than anybody . else, but they can not work outdoors in the 
'.rropics and thrive. We are tempting fate to try to do so. But 
here, year after year, millions of acres of Iand-in the last 
ten years enough to make a State the size of :Missouri north 
of the Missouri Ri>er, that \\OUld easily support· a population 
of 10,000,000 souls, right in the heart of the continent where 
white people were intended to live, amid cburcbes and schools 
and all the facilities for civilization-fall into the Mississippi 
and the 1\fissuuri ri>ers, and roll down those great riv.ers to the 
Gulf. · 

James Parton, in his life of .Andrew Jackson, one of the best . 
biographies ever written by an American, makes the remark­
able declaration . that down below New Orleans you can still 
see the world forming, and it is forming out of the rich soil 
that sweeps down from Iowa, Missouri, .Arkansas, and the 
other States in the heart of the great valley. We have spent 
first and Iasf, and will spend, millions of dollars in irrigating 
the dry lands of the West. Why.not make some provision for 
sa>ing the fertile lands in the ;Mississippi Valley? · 

Senator Isham G. Harris, a great man, was for a long time 
opposed to river impro>ement, but at last he gave in his adhe­
sion to it on the theory that navigable streams belong to the . 
United States Government, and it was the duty of Congress to 
keep the property of the United States from desb·oying the 
_property of other people; just as Judge Culberson, another great 
man, used to, defend the 20 cents mileage on the ground that al­
though it did not cost that to come and go, the risks of tra>el 
were worth it. [Laughter.] There is a provision in this bill 
tnat I want to call your attention to-that none of these appro­
priations shall be used for the work of reverting the banks un­
less in aid of na>igation. That being the case, if a man of 
common ·sense is permitted to construe it, every dollar of this 
appropriation might be used in Tevetment work, because there 
is no better way to aid navigation than by keeping this surplus 
silt from getting into the beds of the river. But the engineers 
do not so construe it. I will never forget that the engineers 
fought Capt. James B. Eads, the greatest engineer that ever 
lived, and his jetty system to the end. 

I used to hear my father say that if ali the scientists that 
e>er Jived were gathered together in convention, Sir Isaac New­
ton w6uld be chairman of it by lmanimpus consent. I say that 
if all the engineers who have lived in all the flood of time were 
gathered togethei·, James B. Eads, the great Missourian, by his 
service to mankind would deserve the chairmanship of that 
great conclave. · 

This ·bill provides more for the upper 1\fississippi than here­
tofore ; it provides a little for the Missouri; it provides less 
than heretofore for the Mississippi from St. Louis to Cairo. 
One of two things ought to be done. There is no sense in any 
other position, I think, without criticising anybody at all. 
Either it ought to be definitely decided that these rivers are 
utterly unworthy of spending money on at all, or there ought to 
be a systematic and comprehensive programme entered upon so 
that each part shall be impro>ed in harmony with the other 
parts and with the entire project. 

The b·ouble about this river and harbor business is that they 
start in and appropriate money for a thing and quit it . before 
it is completed. .An improvement of a river that is needed is 
not a division of pork; it is a wise appropriation. A. public 
building that is needed is not a matter of charity or of pork; 
it is a thing that ought to be constructed. .A great many of us 
believ~and there is undoubtedly a great awakening on this 
subject all o>er the country-in the first place, that there ought 
to be a 14-foot channel from St. Louis to the Gulf-not to give 
people jobs, not to help a particular district, not to serve any par­
ticular interest, but to saye money to every farmer and e>ery 
merchant and every citizen who is in any way con.riected with the 
prosperity and business of the :Mississippi Valley. That can be 
done or it can not be done, one or the other . . If it can not be 
done, we ought not to spend any more money on it. If it can be 
done, there ought to be enough money spent, an'd it ought to 
begin at once, to accomplish that great work. That having 
bE.en done, then the upper Mississippi ought to be impro>ed to 
the Falls of St . .Anthony. · 

The Missouri ought to be improved from its mouth to Fort 
Benton, and then if we want any more river and harbor work 

· the Chicago drainage canal ought to be built; but my judgment 
is that there is no sort of sense in digging a channel to put 
the water into when you have a channel already nearly dug in 
the first instance. That ought to come after these others. It 
is objected that there is no freight that amounts to anything 
between St. Louis and Cairo. There was not any freight o>er 

· what is now the line of the Pennsylvania Railroad until they 
built the railroad so freight could go O\er it. I say there is an 
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a'Tnkening on the ·ubje t of rirer and harbor improvements 
the world around. There is that Prench anal of which I poke 
a \Yhile ago. There i. a canal talked about across the Isthmus 
of Florida. 'Ihere i · a c;lDal talked about in Maryland. That 
great man, President Dinz, i. projecting canals in ~lexico. 

ln Germany the are tixing to connect the rivers by canals, 
and the people are awakening to the fact that while the success 
of the railroad ob ured for a while the fact that water trans­
portation is five or ·ix times as cheap as railroad transportation, 
''ater transportation is freight-rate regulation. The experi­
ence of the last year proYe beyond all. cavil that our railroad. 
can not carry our freight. " re must have more railroads or 
'"e mu. t improYe our riyers, and it is cheaper to improye the 
rivers than to build more railroads. Everybody knows that. 
"e will agitate, we \Till agitate, "-e will agitate until we get 
needed and adequate riYer imtwovement. I am not threatening 
anybody. I wish to st.ir up the pure minds of l\lembers and of 
the people of the country, by way of remembrance, to the im­
portant fact that the day is coming-it is alrno t here-when 
the 'Mi. is ~ippi Valley '!rill haye a clear working majority of 
the :Members of this House, and then we will be able to do ns 
\Ve please. [Applause.] Treat us well now and we will treat 
yo~1 well then. If ,..,-e would stand together we could control 
affairs in the House now. In any event, it will not be more than 
fourteen year until we can control them easily. 

There is one other feature of this mutter that ought to be 
mentioned. I understand the ca e to be-and if I am wtong 
about it my friend from Alabama, Colonel BANKHEAD, or my 
friend from l\lis i ippi [l\lr. Hu:MPHREYS] can correct me­
tilat down on the lower tretch of the ~Ii i ippi, below Cairo, 
tile people by taxation or gift or in some other way haye con­
tributed about as much to the building of these levee as tile 
United States Government has-about two to one, the gentle­
man from Mi. sissippi [l\lr. HuMPHREYS] informs me. Another 
ign of the times which indicates that people want water trans­

portation is the fact that two or three years ago the people ·of 
New York, by an o,·erwhelming majority, indor ed a proposition 
to expend $101,000,000 to deepen and widen the Erie Canal, 
wilich is tile great monument to De 'Vitt linton. New York 
s its by the eastern sea at the r eceipt of custom . She is the 
great toll gatherer in the United States. " 'e people out in 
the l\li sis ippi Valley know that the natural way for our com­
merce to seek the markets of tile world is down the river to 
the Gulf and out to , ea. 

Hauling stuff from the l\li sissippi Valley to New York and 
tile Atlantic ports is an unnatural and e:xpensi-.;-c performance 
and can not be long maintained. One other straw which shows 
how the wind blows i the fact that at the la t session Con­
gre · grunted a charter for the Luke Erie and Oilio River 

anal. Water tran portation is coming sure us we live, and 
oming with a ru h. 

As my time i. about up, I want to say this: 1\ly friend 1\Ir. 
LLOYD, on the upper l\lis issippi, bas done all that he could 
for the appropriations there. The re t of u on tile Missouri 
have done our best, including him, too, as a helper, to get all 
that we could for that. We will try to amend this bill when 
it comes to the reading by sections, under the file-minute rule, 
to suit our demands more thoroughly than it does at present; 
but we want it distinctly understood that if we do not get 
what we want in this bill, this agitation will be renewed as 
oon as this bill is pa...,sed and continued until we do get what we 

,,-ant in the way of river and harbor improvements out of the 
ongress of the United States. [Applause_. ] 
lUr. RODENBERG ro e. 
Tile CHAIRMAN. How much time does the gentleman from 

Illinois require? 
1\Ir. RODENBERG. About thirty minutes. 
1\Ir. RODENBERG. Mr. Chairman, I would con ider myself 

as wmiting in loyalty and devotion to the material interests of 
the constituency which I baye the honor to represent in this 

hamber if I did not raise my yoice in criticism of several fea­
ture of thi bill, and in giving expression to my opposition I 
know that I am voicing the entiments of all the people of the 
Mi , i ippi Valley and e pecially of the State of Illinois. 

I de ire, in the fir t place, to protest against the action of the 
committee in failing to include in this bill an appropriation of 
$3,000,000 to begin the construction of a navigable waterway 
14 feet in depth from Loch.!)ort, Ill., by way of the Des Plaines, 
Illinois, and Mississippi rivers, to St. Louis, 1\lo. This proposed 
waterway, which is of such transcendent importance to the 
future development and disposition of the commerce of the 
:Mis is ippi Valley, bas received the unqualified indorsement of 
tile great commercial, manufacturing, and agricultural interests 
of.my State, and has been pronounced as entirely practicable by 

a board of competent engineer ' who estimate its total cost at 
U!11)r0xima tely $31,000,000. 

~.t.r. Chairman, the Mi sis ippi River and it ~ tributartc drain 
tile most fertile and productiye section of tl1e United States. 
In that basin are located tw-enty-1\....-o State of tile Union. com­
pri ing two-fif~hs of the total area of tile country and prollucing 
fully 75 ·per cent o-f all our inercilundi::;e ex.vorts. 'l'Ile great 
bulk of our agricultural wealth originates in tile e ~tate , which 
contain hYo-thirds of all the munufacturino- industries of tile 
nation, the Yalue of whose fini bed produ<:t reach the enor­
mou. total of $10,000,000,000 annually. Wilen tile. e facts arc 
con iLleretl and when it is remembered that the 1\lis i sippi Val­
ley is to-clay the great central artery of our national activities, 
pul ~uting with industrial and commercial life, tilrobbing with 
the unmea ured wealth of the products of farm, mine, and fac­
tory, then indeed is it impossible to overe tinmte the Ynlue to 
tile wilole nation of tilis projected deep waterway wllich i · 
destined ultimately to connect tile Great Lakes " ·ith tile Gulf of 
l\Iexico. It is, of cour e, an admitted fact tilut tran portation 
by water is the cheape t trun portution in the world. It is e ti­
mated tilat, on an average, tile co t of tran portation by water 
is less than one-third of tile cost of transportation by rail. The 
market Yalue of any article is based upon the cost of production 
added to the cost of h·an portation. It therefore follows that 
if there is a material reduction in tile co t of tran porting an 
article it \Yill necessarily re ult in a material reduction in tile 
market value of the article itself, and wileneYer you reduce tile 
price of an article you benefit not only the con umer, but the 
producer as well, for you increase the demand for Ilis prouuct. 
To bring about these benefits it is in ·umbent upon Congre · to 
enact legislation which will result in the impro,·ement of our 
waterways, the great natural highways of commerce, and to 
make tilem available for the purpo es for wilich they are plainly 
intended. The most ser~ous handicap to-day on tbe productiYe 
capacity of tbe Middle West, and o1ie which ,,..m continue to 
grow worse instead of better, is the inadequacy of om· h·ans­
portution facilities. The unpreceuented prosperity which we 
ha-re enjoyed during the past decade has adyanced our produc­
tion far beyond the point where it can be handled with any de­
gre of expedition by the railways of the country, and us we 
continue to increase in population there will be a corresponuing 
increa e in the volume of our traffic, and it will not be long until 
the1;e will be .. n interruption in our prosperity due to the oYer­
taxing of our channels of commerce and the physical inability 
to tran port our products to the market·. 

James J. Hill, wllo is without doubt our country's grcute t 
authority on the que tion of tran portation, in a remarkable 
speecil before. tile Merchants' Club of Cilicago Ia t NoYember, 
used these words : 

To-day the entire country is suffering for want of transportation 
facilities to move its business without unreasonable delay. The pre· 
vailing idea with the public is that the railways arc short of cars, 
while the actual facts are that the shortage is in tracks and terminals 
to provide a gt·eatet· opportunity for the movement of cars. 

Fot·merly the new mileage added yearly was about 4 to 5 per cent, 
or, with the increased capacity of cars, enough to keep pace with the 
growth of the country's traffic. In recent years the traffic has increased 
at a much higher race. For instance, between Chicago and New York 
it has doubled in about eight years, while the facilities for handling it 
have not increased more than 12 or 15 per cent. 

The country has to face a condition to-day which only time, patience, 
and the expenditure of enormous sums of money will remedy. To dis­
cuss this condition further would take more time than we can have 
to-nig-ht, and I will only say that there is no more important work for 
the General Government than the early construction of a canal from St. 
Louis to New Orleans with a depth of at least 13 feet. '!'here is a 
crying need for such a canal now, and, bearing in mind the want of 
railway transportation, the sooner the work is commenced the better 
for the counh·y. 

:Mr. Cila irman, I have always believed that a continuation of 
our national prosperity depends upon a commercial policy tilat 
.proyides a market for our products. Lying at our very doors 
are tile states of Central and South .America, wilich present a. 
most inviting field for our exploitation. It is a ricil nntl fertile 
field, possessing unlimited commercial possibilitic and its trade 
should belong to us as a matter of natural rigilt on account 
of our close proximity and friendly relations. Only recently 
our great Secretary of State, Elihu Root, completed a tour of 
these states, and the beneficial effects of his Yi it are already 
beginning to manifest them elves. lie has sown the eeds of 
amity and good will, which should, under proper cultivation, 
ripen into the fruit of commercial supremacy. To insure- this, 
however, and to make effective the ultimate object of the 
distinguished Secretary's South .American policy, we should pro­
vide .facilities necessary to transport our products to tile 
markets of our southern neighbors. The con truction of this 
deep waterway or interior harbor, reaching from the Lakes 
to the Gulf, will alone supply these facilities and secure for 
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the United States the commercial advantage in Central and 
South America to which our fa\orable location fairly entitles 
u '. L~\pplause.] 

ln a speech deli\ered in the city of Chicago not later th:-m 
last Satur-day night Theodore r. Shonts, speaking on this sub­
je t, said: 

The beneficial effects of such a harbor are many and obvious. In 
the fit·st place, it would furnish oppot·tunities for the .creation of ter­
minal facilities along its entire length. In the second place, it would 
lmild up and develop the entire Mississippi Valley by giving it the ad­
>antages of terminal ports brought close to its doors. In the thil:d 
place, and this has a most d-irect ben ring on · our canal proposition, 1t 
would gi've the people of our great )liddle West, with their geograph­
ical proximity and these superior tnwsportation facilities, a di~tinct 
advantage over the rest of the count1·y in commanding the :::Iouth 
American trade. 

It will, of course, be argued by the gentleman in charge of 
this bill that \Ye should be satisfied for the present with the 
appropriation of $190,000 for a deep-\Yater suney_ from St. Louis 
to New Orleans. I for one am not satisfied and the peo11le of 
the )lississil)Pi Valley are not satisfied. ·we do not -belie\e in 
fUL'ther procrastination. We are unanimously of the opinion 
that the time is at hand when the work of actual consh·uction 
of this deep waterway should begin. The imperial city of Chi­
cago bas expended $30,000,000 of her own money to construct 
and maintain a drainage canal which she is ready to donate to 
the United States if the Government will guarantee . to con­
struct anu maintain ueep water from the Lakes to the Gulf. 
It is a proposition of which we should a\ail oursel\es. Con­
gre s should not hesitate to continue the work so magnificently 
uegm1 by Chicago. A start should be made, and made without 
c:lelay, and in the eternal fitne. s of things that start should be 
made between Chicago and St. Loui , the two most imvortnnt 
citie of the l\Ii. sissippi Ynlley. [Applause.] _ 

I am aware that a certain official body known as the Board 
of Engineers for Ui\ers :mel Harbors, ha\ing its headquarters 
.in the city of Washington, recently reported ad\ersely on this 
proposed project on the ground that the probable amount of 
commerce that would use this waterway and the resulting bene· 
fits to the people from a business 'tandpoint would not warrant · 
the expenditure by the General Go\ernment of $30,000,000. 
:;\Ir. Chairmn.n, I ha\e no criticism to make of any member of 
the Corps of Engineers who confines his actiyities to his legiti­
mate sphere of usefulness. I believe that taken as a ·whole 
the engineers of the United States Army posse. san exceptionally 
high degree of technical and scientific skill, and I kllO\Y that 
the present head of that great department, Gen. A. Mackenzie, 
is justly regarded as one of the ablest engineers in this country. 
I ha\e no · doubt but that the members of the Board of Engi­
neers for Uiver and Harbors, who sit in solemn judgment on 
the recommendations of the local engineers, are fully quali­
fied to pass intelligently on any of the physical phases of :1 
proposition of this character. They no doubt have the technical 
knowledge that would enable them to estimate the cost of con­
struction within a fraction of a dollar. On a question of this 
kinc:l, which presupposes a comprehensive knowledge of the 
:cience of engineering, their recommendations are entitled to 
great weight by Congress. But when it comes to gi\illg Con­
gress gratuitous acl"rice on a purely commercial or busine · 
propo ition, thep. indeec:l are we justified in inquiring, " Upon 
what meat -dotll this our Cresai· feed, that he is gron·n . o 
great?" This august board is composed of the following 
gentlemen: Col. D. W. Lockwood, Lieut. Col. R. · L. Hoxie, 
l\laj. C. l\lcD. Townsend, l\laj. E. Eveleth Winslow, and Capt 
Charles W. Kutz. All of them are graduates of West Point, 
and they ha\e continued uninterruptedly in the ervice of the 
Engineering Corps since graduation. Not one has e\er had 
any practical busine s experience of any kind, and I seriously 
doubt whether any one ·of them is able to differentiate betn·een 
a railway tariff ancl a tariff schedule. Is it possible that Colonel 
Lockwood, of the Engineering Corps, is better qualified to pass 
on the commercial advantages of this deep-waterway project 
than James J. Hill? I. Lieutenant-Colonel Hoxie, of the En­
gineering Corps, more experienced in business matters thn.n 
Theoc:lore P. Shouts? Does l\lajor Townsend, of the Engineer­
ing Corps, know more about the proper remedy to relieYe the 
congestion of traffic in the Mississippi Valley than William K. 
Kavanaugh, of St. Louis? Has l\lajor Winslow, of the Engineer­
ing- Corps, a better conception of the requirements of trade 
than Da\icl n.. Forgan, of Chicago? Does Captain Kutz, of 
the Engineering Corps, possess knowledge superior to that of 
i\1. J. Sanuer ,. of Ne\Y Orleans, on a question relating to the 
impro\ement of tran ~portation facilitie ? In the language of . 
the iridescent Ingalls, it is the " very apex of effrontery, the 
climax of audacity," for these gentlemen of the Engineering 
Corp to arrogate to themsel\es the right to pass judgment on 
a matter wholly outside _the province of their profession _ and 
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concerning which they know absolutely nothing, either by train-
ing or experience. [Applause.] · 

But, Mr. Chairman, there is still another phase of this que -
tion that I wish to discuss briefly. I believe that the construc­
tion of this deep waterway woulc:l have a very app1:eciable 
effect on preyailing railway freight rates. It would create a 
large number of independent carriers on a common hjghway 
and introuuce a most effective competition, which would tn·oye 
highly beneficial to the shippers of the l\Iis ·issippi Yalley. 
This is the tirm belief of the aclYocates of the deep-waterwny 
1n·oject and, as an e·fidence of that belief, they lla\e adopted 
us their slogan in this campa1gn of education the motto: "RiYer 
regulation is-rate regulation."' They believe, and rightly so, that 
competition of this kind will exert far greater influence and 
proye far more effective in controlling freight rates than any 
rate bill that could be passed by Congress. They belie\e also 
that it would stimulate our shipping industry and add materiall.r 
to the ntunber of craft upon .American waters. Tllere are to­
clay in the neighborhood of 3,::?00 American \essels on the Great 
Lakes. If we hac:l a channel of sufficient ·depth from the Lakes 
to the Gulf to enable. these \essels to pass through, the majority 
of them could and would be· employed during the time that 
na\igation was clo ed in the lake · region, in the coastwise 
-h·alle, or in the Central and South .American trade. The ti·e­
mendous commercial possibilities inyolyecl in thi:s proposeu 
project and the re ulting benefits to the American people arc 
beyond the powers of calculation. With the single exception 
of the United State , e\ery country of any consequence has lon'g 
. ince adopted a systematic method of developing and im1woving 
its waterways. Practically e\·ery river in Germany and Fmric'e 
and England has been deepenec:l, and a network of canals has 
been built which connect the majority of them. The peovle of 
the countries of Europe .realize that their continued industrial 
success depends in a large measure upon cheap transportation, 
and they are quick to impro\e the facilities n·hich nature lias 
placed at their disposal. It is high time that the Unitecl Stntes, 
the most progressi\e and enlightencc:l of. nations, :houltl \nlke 
from its lethargy and inaugurate a similar policy on a broader 
and a grander scL1le, for in that voliey lies the future pros­
perity of the American veovle. "-e arc spenc:ling milliou.~ upou 
millions upon our ~a\y and upon the national defense. Fully 
40 per cent of our national eXl)CIHli tnres go to the .d..rmy anc:l 
Xavy, in preparation for war aucl its results, althougll we <:laim 
to be a nation of peace. Let us call a halt in this ambitious 
programme and begin the long-delayec:l work of iuternal impro\e­
ments. 

Let us clo that which will enhance our niaterial \Yelfure and 
contribute to the happiness of our homes. I sincerely hope that 
the amendment which will be offered by my colleague, ::\lr. 
GRAFF, and which provides for an immediate appropriation of 
$3,000,000 to begin work on this deep-water channel will receive 
the support of a majority of this House. 

And now, Mr. Chairman, I de ire to direct attention to another 
feature of this bill which especially affects sen'ral of the 
counties of the district which I represent and which bor(ler on 
the Mississippi Ri\er. I refer to the appropriation JH·o,·hletl 
for that part of the river lying between the mouth of the Ohio 
and the mouth of the Missouri. Under the l)Olicy of the engi­
neering department, inaugurated in 1881. \Thich had for its 
purpose the confinement of the flow of the ri n~r to a singl 
channel having an approximate width of 2,500 feet below St. 
Louis, much work in the nature of permanent impro\ement ha. · 
been accomplished. Dikes and hurdles have been con~trueted. 
banks have been revetted, and the channel lla. IJeen c:lcepencd 
by the use of dredges. To do this work Congress lias, during 
the past four years, given us an annual apvropriation of 
$650,000. In the report of the Chief of Engineers for 190G it i. 
specifically recommended that a like appropriation of $G;JO,OOO 
be made for this year to enable the local engineers at St. Louis 
to continue the work of dredging and to carry out such temvo­
rary and vermanent channel impro\ement. as may be author­
ized by law. The committee, llowever, which 1wofess ueh sub­
lime confidence in the judgment of the Corps of }}ngineers in 
other matters, have seen fit to turn a deaf ear to thi · reque. t. 
Instead of giving us the amount which the local engineers, "·ho 
are familiar with the situation, say is necessary to do this \York 
properly, the committee have cut don·n the avpropriation from 
$6iJO,OOO to $250,000, and that, too, in face of the fact that the 
bill which they have reported to thiN House carries the largest 
appropriation that was e\er curried in a river and harbor bilL 
I maintain that the action of the committee is arbitrary" a.nc:l 
unjust and does violence to every consideration of fair <lenling. 
Instead ·of decreasing this appropriation, in justice to the- great 
interests affectec:l, in justice to the farmers liYing along the 
sh·etcb of the river, whose crops h::t\e been tlestroyed and whose 

.. 
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lands ha\e been washed away by reason of the parsimonious 
policy of Congress, which pre\ents the construction and mainte­
nance of such permanent improvement as will confine the river 
to it channel, the appropriation should ha\e been increased to 
not le s than $1,000,000 annually. The Go\ernment exercises 
cxclu ive jurisdiction over all na\iguble streams, but in the 
exerci e of that jurisdiction the people ha\e a right tQ insist 
that the GoYernment should perform its plain duty, and that a 
sufficient 13um of money should be forthcoming from the National 
Treasury to render impossible the all too frequent shifting and 
changing of the river's channel which ha so often resulted in 
the complete obliteration of vast areas of valuable farm lands, 
carrying ruin and desolation in its wake. 

I am aware that under the pre ent policy of Co:pgress all 
appropriations for the impro\ement of navigable ri\ers are 
ba ed upon the theory that such appropriations mu. t be wholly 
and exclusi-\-ely in the interest of general commerce and naviga­
tion, and that any protection that may thereby accrue to contigu­
ous lands is merely incidental. While I have always regarued 
this policy as cruel and heartless in the extreme, and while I hope 
to see it reversed in the not far distant future, yet I am will­
ing to accept it without protest at this time if Congress will 
authorize an appropriation sufficient to meet the pre ent mani­
fest exigencies of the commerce and navigation of that part of 
the Mississippi River lying between the mouth of the Ohio and 
the mouth of the .l\1issouri. I will accept it becau e I belieYe 
that if sufficient money is placed at the disposal of the local 
engineers to enable them to carry out the plan which was begun 
in 1881 and which, as I stated before, contemplated the con­
finement of the riT"er to a single channel, it will afford a most 
substantial measure of security and protection to the farmers 
of the American bottom . I belieT"e that they are fairly en­
titled to this protection, which, in the T"ery nature of things, 
would be only incidental to the present very urgent work re­
quired by the necessities of commerce and ·navigation. The 
beggarly · pittance of $250,000 is wholly inadequate for our 
purposes. It is scarcely enough to pay the expense of dredg­
ing work. . It will lea-:e us practically nothing with which to 
maintain e\en our present limited permanent improT"ement. , 

. and it will render us utterly powerless to inaugurate · any new 
or temporary work, no matter how serious or threatening t~e 
situation may become. 

Mr. G:ARRETT. Mr. Chairman--· 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Illinois yield to 

the gentleman from Tennessee? 
1\lr. RODENBERG. I yield. 
Mr. GARRETT. I desire to ask the gentleman if .you have, 

aboT"e the mouth of the Ohio River, any local leT"ee boards? 
Mr. -RODE:NBERG. Yes, sir; we have. 
Mr. GARRETT. You have local leT"ee boards? 
1\lr. RODENBERG. Yes, sir; we have levee districts each 

of which is controlled by a board of commissioners, con i ting 
of three members, who are elected to the e positions. 

Mr. GARRETT. I simply desired to ask that question. 
_ Mr. RODENBERG. Between St. Louis and Cairo the coun­
try has been diYided into a large number of levee districts. 
The farmers haT"e taxed tllemsel\es hundreds of thousands of 
dollars to construct substantial levees to protect their lands 
against overflows. They ha\e done tllis cheerfully and with 
full reliance in the expressed intention of the Government to 
exert eT"ery effort in its power to confine the riT"er to a single 
channel. The :Mississippi RiT"er, gentlemen, is an erratic stream. 
It has contracted the pernicious habit of manifesting a. wanton 
disregard for many of the recognized law of the science of en­
gineering. New channels are formed in a single night, and 
long-e tablished landings are destroyed witllin n week. Only 
last summer the ri\er suddenly changed its course, and in an 
incredibly short time several thousand acres of magnificent 
farm lap.ds were washed away and tile riT"er came within 50 
feet of the great HarrisonT"ille levee, which was built by the 
farmers of l\Ionroe County at an approximate cost of $100,000. 
Fortun:.-.~e!:.; for u , at that time there were funds available for 
the work necessary to turn the ri\er back into its original chan­
nel, thus pre\enting the complete destruction of the Harrison­
ville leT"ee and tile loss of many thousands of dollars in crop , 
li\e stock, ' and farm property. If this meager appropriation 
of $250,000 is permitted to stand, we will not be prepared to 
meet an emergency of this kind in the future, but we will be 
entirely at the mercy of the river. 

Mr. Chairman, the Committee on RiT"ers and Harbors hn\e 
deemed it right to incorporate a provision in this bill calling 
for an expenditure of $1,210 000 to construct a. harbor at CoU 
Spring Inlet, New Jersey. I nm informed by gentlemen who are 
suppo. ed to hnr-e knowledge of the facts that not a single ton 

of freight has e\er been or will ever be hipped from this llar­
bor, but that it is to be con tructed for the purpo e of pro\iuing 
a safe haven for the priT"ate yachts of millionaire~ who are ex­
pected to build palatial homes on meadow lands that are now 
practically worthless, but which are being developed by a syn­
dicate of practical Pennsylvania politicians incorporated undl:'r · 
the name of the Cape May Realty Company. If this be tru:), 
and if in the opinion qf tile committee such unexample:l gen- · 
erosity toward a project of pleasure crud private profit i. jm·ti­
fiable, then, in God's name, why this outrageous ili crimination 
against the legitimate bu iness interest of tile :Mis i ippi River? 
According to the commercial statistic compiled. by the !lief of 
Engineers, the receipts and shipments of freigllt at St. Loui!!, 
including transfers by ferries in tile year 1903 amounted to 
7,125,103 tons. The shipments from landing between iro 
and St. Louis increa ed from 17,179 tons in 1902 to G9,72~ tons 
in 1905, or over 300 per cent. It is for this steadily increac:ing 
volume of business that I enter a pl a here to-d:iy. On beh~lf 
of the manufacturers, the merclmnt , and tile farmer of the 
Twenty-second Congre sional distric-t of Illinois I a k that the 
proposed appropriation of $250,000 for tile imprm·ement of the 
l\Iississippi Rh·er from the Ohio to the Missouri be in reus d to 
$1,000,000. I ask this as h matter of rigllt and in a pirit of 
absolute justice and common faitness. [Applause.] 

Mr. RAINEY. Mr. Chairman, I propose to· addre my re­
marks to the amendment hereafter to be offered to this bill 
which will provide for the commencement of a deep waterway 
from the Lakes to the Gulf. I under tnnd that a. great many 
Members of this body regard. the commencement of this water­
way with considerable apprehension, because it mean. that when 
the country tarts upon this project it starts upon a project of 
large size. In its plunge through the centuries the world has 
reached a new era-the water-controlling period of the world­
a time when men quit talkincr about what can be done with 
ri\ers and canal , and a. time when men commence to do some­
thing. 

Twenty-four· hundred year ago, in the time of Alexander the 
Great, they discu sed the project of building a sllip anal across 
the isthmus iii Greece. Four hundred years later, in the time of 
Nero, they commenced to build it, and at intenals from that 
time until the present time they workeu upon it; but the pre -
ent generation built it. For a. thou and years the world talked 
about the Suez Canal; but the pre ent generation built it. In 
the time of Julius C::esar they talked about the great Manches­
ter Ship Canal ; but the pre ent generation built it. In the time 
of the Roman occupation of .Gaul they talked about the great 
German ship canal; but the pre ent genei·ation built it. In the 
time of the Pharaohs they di cu eel the subject of controlling 
the flow of the ri\er Nile; but the men who built the pyramid 
could not and did not lmderta.ke that great project, and it 
remained for a commercial nation: of the pre ent age to 
build the greatest dam e\er consh·ucted by man, and now the 
flow of tllat ancient riT"er tllnmgh it fertile Yalley i ab olutely 
controlled. For four long bu y centuries tile world has talked · 
about the Panama Canal, and no~- the greate t nation in all the 
world proposes to build it.- [~pplau .] Tllere is no cheme at 
the present time in the matter of waterway improvements too 
great for this nation to attempt. 

Since the era. of railroad building commenced in the ~·orlu 
the English-speaking nations of the world have not been aliT"e 
to the importance· of waterways, and not long ago in a London 
periodical Arthur Lee called attention to the fact that the rail­
roads of England had acquired nearly one-third Qf the mileage 
of the Engli h canals and had succeeued in crippling the entire 
system; and at the pre ent time a royal commission by author­
ity of Parliament is conuucting in England the most careful 
ri\er and artificial waterway examination eT"er inaugurated by 
any nation, and the object is to determine whether there shall 
be a gor-ernment ownership of all the canals there or a goT"ern­
ment ownership of all the railroads there. Not long ago we 
passed through the Congress a bill which has for its object · 
the regulation of railroad rates, but as the years pa the coun­
try will find out that this attempt will pror-e to be a failure. 
You can not regulate the price of. a bu bel of wheat by law and 
you can not regulate tile price of carrying a. bu bel of wheat a. 
thousand miles by law, and you ne\er will be able to do it. 
The only way to regulate the railroads of tbi counh·y is to re­
store to these noncompeting railroad systems the competition 
they ought to haw. You can not do that except by improT"ing 
our rivers and harbors, except by deT"eloping t"be 1G,OOO miles 
of na\igable riYers in the center of this great continent. 

As we enter upon the ·water-controlling periou of tile world 
we enter upon another equally important period. The racial 
migrations which began centuries ago when the world was 
young haT"e belted the globe, and to-day tbi counh-y has com-
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pleted the last link of this chain, and we are endeavoring 
in the island of the sea, close to the _cradle of the race, to 
implant our theories of government-our ideas and our i<leal. . 
In the march around the world racial migrations have moyed 
ahTay. along ea t and 'Te t lines, but when a country i · 
settled up, when a great section is settled up, the moYement 
changes and there comes a north and south movement. In 
thi country the men 'vho li'le along the fortieth parallel in 
the State of New York, and along that same parallel in the 
State of Illinois, and along that same parallel in the State of 
California are engaged in about the same kind of occupations, 
producing about the same kind of things. There is no reason 
why the products of Xew York and· the ])roducts of the same 
zone in Illinois and the products of the same zone in California 
should be exchanged. But for a long time in this country, com­
pelled by the east-to-the-,Te t movement of the population. the 
moyement of commerce ha also been along east and west lines, 
made necessary by the fact that the raw material of the 'Yest 
must be exchanged for the manufactured product of the East. 

But -we haye reached the end of that moyement no-w. The 
east to the ''"est moyement in this counh·y is over, and the north 
to the south mo\ement has COmmenced here and all oyer the 
world. Eyen in clarke. t Africa they till cling fondly to the 
"Cairo to the Cape" railroad theories of the great Cecil Rhod.es. 

In this counh·y we haye no more free lands to giye away, 
and just thi side of the Rocky Mountains the racial migration 
has been deflected and is pouring now into the -wheat fields of 
Canada. And the real north and south movement i on. ·when­
ever a country is settled up the east to west moyement of corn­
merce ceases and the north and south rnovernent commen(·es­
and this al-ways has been and always will be the natural moYe­
ment of commerce-in order that the products of colder climes 
may be exchanged for the products of warmer climes. In the 
cities of the Pacific coa ·t they are organizing now companies 
for the purpose of colonizing far-off sections in South America. 

Simultaneously with the conclusion of the east to the west 
movement and the west to the east moyement in this country, 
the counh'Y awakes to the fact that we have expanded within 
our natural boundaries until we ha\e touched on either side the 
two great oceans of the world-the hYo great north :ind south 
high,...-ays of the world-easily acce ible to all that· portion of 
our population which li...-es between our mountain ranges and 
the seas, and we are awaking to the fact that beh\·een our moun­
tain ranges this cotmtry has been supplied with the grandest 
river system on the globe, reaching every one of the 1\Iississ.ippi 
Valley States, and every one of these rivers flows ·from the 
north to the south. I have displayed upon this easel here in 
front of · the Speaker's desk a map prepared by the Geo­
logical Suney from data furnished them by me, -which 
. hows the tendency of the north and south moyement in this 
country. Up here in Canada the Province of Ontario is 
building from North Bay to Fort Churchill, North Bay be­
ing the northern terminus of the Grand Trunk Railway, a 
railroad, and has entered already upon that project. The 
Canadian Northern Railway is building from Winnipeg to 
Fort Churchill, upon Hudson Bay, at the present time 
another railroad, and they haYe completed over 200 miles 
of it, and to-day, through the great white mantle which 
covers the immense domains of Canada in that section, this 
road is being built at the rate of 3 or 4 miles a day, pierc­
ing the snow-s of the · north on its way up to Fort Churchill. 
This road, it is expected, will be finished and in operation when 
this year's wheat crop is ready for the market. The Saskatche­
wan and Hudson Bay Company are building another railroad­
and they have commenced upon that project already-from Ed­
monton north to· Fort Churchill. These places on Hudsol). Bay 
are, of course, farther north than represented here on this map. 
The Northern Pacific .Railway has surveyed a line from Devils 
Lake, N. Dak., all the way up to Fort Churchill, and within 
the next year, my information is, they will commence the con­
struction of this north to the south railway. 

Now, the rea on . for all this northward movement is this, 
that for the Ia. t two or three years the Canadian government 
has been inyestjgating the possibilities of Hudson Bay, and 
they lmve found that away up there at Fort Churchill, itself 
within the wheat country of the north, is one of the greatest 
landlocked harbors on the globe. They have found that Hudson 
Bay is open from the middle of July to the middle of November of 
each year, and can be kept free from ice for a longer period than 
that by using ice crushers similar to those now in use on the 
St. Lawrence River or on the Great Lakes; and so, piercing the 
great wheat country of the north, these railroads are being built. 
Hudson Bay, the third in size and importance of the world's 
great inland seas, cleaves the continent of North .America 
for a thousand miles. These railroads will be quickly built. 

There are no engineering difficulties to oyercome, no great ri-rers 
to eros.·, no mountain ranges to pierce. They are being built by 
modern methods over a level plain, and we may expect them to 
be in operation soon. It is a thousand miles nearer from Win­
nipeg to Li'lerpool by the Hudson Bay route than -by any other 
route. Canada, alive to the possibilities of water transportation, 
is seeking now the shortest and cheapest road to the sea. 

What i. to become of this great Heel River wheat country of 
our. up there in the Northwest, -when by this cheaper method of 
transportation the Canadian wheat fields become its competi­
tor in the markets of Liverpool. There is no relief for that 
great section except to provide for it the same cheap method of 
reaching the ocean high-ways of the world. And you can not 
do that except by finding a way out through these lakes, down 
through the Illinois River and the 1\.Iis. issippi RiYer, down also 
from the upper 1\.Iissis ippi River and from the Missouri Ri>er 
country to the southern Gulf. All the other outlets from the 
great interior of this continent to the sea, and there are only two 
other outlets, are controlled. by the Canadian GoYernment. 

The dty of Wiimipeo- is increa ing in population at the rate 
of 30,000 a year and is building at the rate of $1,000,000 a 
mouth. There were days last year when her receipts of -wheat 
from thi. as yet undeYeloped wheat section exceeded the com­
bined receipts of Duluth, Minneapolis, and Chicago. 

I expect to insert here some practical uggestions from t-wo 
practical busine s men in my district as to the. importance of 
nfficient inland water'\lays. There is pre ented in these two 

letters I have here the subject in a more forceful way than I 
could eyer expect to be able to do. The subject is pre ented 
from the standpoint of business men who have had e~-perience 
and who know what they are talking about. · 

The following are the letter referred to: 
-H.A.YA.XA, ILL., January !!6, 1907. 

Ilon. HEXRY T: RAIXEY, :M. C. 
Washington, D. a. 

DEA.R SIR: Yom favor at hand and fully noted. 

"C"p to 18 .3 there were over 300 canal boats on the Illinoi and Michi­
gan Canal engaged in carrying grain, lumber, coal, and othel· product . 

But since that time, owing to the reduced rates on railroads, the boat 
business has been tmprofitable, and there remain scarcely twel\e boats 
on the Illinois River and canal. 

The reason for this was that the raill'oads have kept adding im­
pro\ements to their systems, so that they can pull with same crew 
fourteen times the tonnage they could twenty-two years ago, while the 
Illinois and Michigan Canal was built sixty years ago and no improve­
ments had been added to it, so that larger tonnage could navigate its 
waters. The size of the locks are now so that a -.;-essel longer than 
DO feet can not pass through them. 

'l.'he canal will not permit a boat drawing ovet· 4 feet 8 inches of 
water to pass through. It takes six to eight clays to make a trip 
through the canal by the ancient system of lockage. 'Ihe bo:1tman 
must have a good rate to stand the expense of such a tl'ip. 

Should the canal be deepened and the locks enlarged so us to admit 
of boats anywhere near the increased capacity of the railroad, the 
business would go back to the river. The railroads of Illinois now 
have not the capacity to carry the coijlmerce of the State, and it is im­
perative that the waterways should be made so that the.v can be used 
profitably by the water craft by deepening them, so that boats of large 
tonnage can ply the waters. 'Vhen this is done every canal and river 
point where there are railroads will be a receiving and distl'ibutive 
point. 

And the result as to the use of the cars "-ill be that the same car 
can be used several times more than at present where freight is trans­
ported in same car hundreds of miles and cars are on the way from 
ten days to sixty days and perhaps carry freight only one way. 

The present way of handling the freight of the country is like the 
unorganized mob at a fire where each person seizes a bucket and fills it 
and runs to the fire to pour it on the tire instead of forming a line anJ 
passing the buckets of water from the pump to the fire. · 'l.'he railroads 
of this country are talking ·of the necessity of building 7G,OOO miles of 
railroad to meet the freight requirements of the country at the cost of 
billions of dollars. It -does seem that the Government ought to improve 
its natural highways with a few millions, so as to reduce the necessary 
great outlay of the railroad systems as much as ·ppsslble. The people 
have to pay for this and they are entitled to the cheapest transporta­
tion that can be given them. 

Chairman BunTO::i certainly does not rise to the seriousness of the 
situation if he dbes not include a recommendation for the Illinois and 
fississippi Valley waterway to have an appropriation. 

Respectfully, 
G. c. :llcFA.DDEN. 

Hon. H.ExnY T . RAINEY, M. C. 
Washington, D. a. 

.J..L"'\U.ARY 30, 1907 .. 

DEAR SIR : Our junior has written you something about the natural 
waterways and the canals, and I would like to add a little to the same, 
as I have been in the trade longer here and shipped a gl·eat deal ot 
grain by water from this point. We once, before the close of the wat·, 
made a shipment of thirty canal boats of bulk corn Havana to New 
Orleans, the first bulk grain to go to that point. There were then no 
facilities there, and the grain was sacked and carted to all manner ot 
storage places about the city and much of it reshipped to ~ew York 
City via the Gulf and Atlantic route. 

In later years we have shipped bulk grain there in large barges dur­
ing the months of :March and April--as much as 32,000 bushels on a 
single barge. 

We loaded two barges, one with this amount and another with 22,000 
bushels, in three days, at one time, that went direct to New Orleans, 
the St. Louis inspector inspecting it here. It was said to be destir._e~ 
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for Habana, Cuba, and broke bnlk at Ne'v Orleans. Then it was a 
custom to ship mos t of the winter receipts by canal boat, either to Chi­
cago or St: Louis, in the early spring, at rates the railroad could not 
touch at that time. Indeed, we have shipped by water at lowet· rates 
to hicago than we have enjoyed by rail at any period. But the low 
wnter in the summer made transportation in anythin"' like large quan­
titie (full cargoes) impossible, and boats be"'an to go out of commis­
sion, as they could not afford to remain idle so much of the year. 'rile 
canal itself nevet· permitted a fnll cargo to be taken to Chicago, ils 
we were limited to 4 ~ -foot draft, we think. It bas been some yeat· 
since we have shipped a cargo of grain ourselves, but since the Chi· 
cago Drainage Canal has turned water in the river there has been a 
better depth of wa.ter all through the season than known in earlict· 
years. 

There were once large fleets of boats owned by individuals that de­
pended entirely on chartering for loads of lumber in Chicago and stone 
at Joliet for down river and grain back to Chicago or St. Louis. · At 
present there is hardly a boat captain that owns his own boat. There 
are two firms at l'ekin, IlL, tbat own a system of barges,1 and I think 
one controls the r emnant of the canal fleet that was formerly at 
Henry. They do a large business now, up and down the river, carrying 
all grain to Pekin, right by the ll;trge market at Peoria, which has now 
no elevator with a river leg. In low water the boatmen used to have 
strenuous times, both above and below us, that the building of the 
dams did not cure. With an improved waterway and increased capacity 
of cargo for boats, it would again be a profitable or remunerative busi­
ness . It is supposed to pay these Pekin people, because they enjoy orne 
privileges in the way of eastern shipment, taking a so-called · river 
rate," this grain being counted as something that the eastern r oads 
would otherwise never have a chance to carry. In t}le pas t it has 
been carried on a special "river rate" to· eastern points. At least we 
so understand to be the case. Before the interstate bill was pas cd, 
Havana, Pekin, and Peoria also enjoyed rates of a special nature, 
called "river rates," which were about 5 cents or 5 to 8 cents per 
100 less than rates nam~d on the lines that carried the grain from 
points on their own lines farther east. Natural competition made such 
rates. Now, the writer differs from the way legislation is tending, 
contending that it is wrong to make a less rate for a long haul than 
for a short haul. Natural competition should cut some figure in such 
a ruling, and exceptions should be made_ 
· But this is getting away from the waterways to the railroads, and 

what we want to impress upon you is that the waterway routes have 
been a great freight regulator and made rates cheaper. For instance, 
there was a time when almost all freight east of Pekin, Peoria, and 
Havana that went to New England or ·the Middle States or to the 
seaboard ports of New York, Boston, Philadelphia. ~altimore, or Port­
land or interior points in New England or Middle States was billed 
into one of these places, i. e., billed in but allowed to stand track. 
and then rebilled to these eastern points as originating from these 
three river towns at their special tariff rate. 'l'he in-billing rates 
were in a general way 5 cents per 100 and collected in cash ot· en­
tered on the western bill of lading as "back charges." Grain thus 
routed paid less frei"'ht in and out than if billed direct east from tbe 
initial tJoint of loatling. There is no doubt but there would be a lar~e ly 
increased river traffi c with improved hulls and larger cargoes. E ven 
now there is great distress in New Orleans and the Gulf ports caused 
by ships waiting for grain ballast, which the ex.istin"' .railroads are 
unable to deliver to them, although the cargoes have been purchased 
for months, perhap'S. Within two years a fleet of transfer elevators­
floatin ~ elevators in New Orleans-have been sold. They used to d o 

good bnsiness tt·ansfenin"' f1·om barges to ocean-going vessels. After 
the e-xperience with the railroads th~ past two or. three year· it 
would take a Ion~ time to fot·get the tr·ouble and losses caused by 
the "no cat· ,. situat ion, and waterway bu iness would boom. Coal 
traffic and road building would get a lift also. All that accumulation 
from the gt·eat cuts near Joliet ought to be utilized on our country 
roads. and it i a que tion of h·an portation. We trust yon will re­
main enthu iastic in the cau e of a deep waterway and that it will 
eventually be an accomplished fa ct. · 

lle pectfully, B. H . MCF.A.DDE:-<. 

I ''nnt to call attention now to me. of the canal -work done 
in Canatla. I hm-e made tllis statement in Oiher cities, and 
some of tlle areat newspapers h:n-e taken i sue with me. 
Already in Canada tlley bnre secured their 14-foot outlet all 
tlle way from Port A.rtllur, up there ori Lake Superior, out 
to tlle sea. '.Clley ll:n-e irnproyed tlle St. La-wrence Rh-er until 
it i navigable now for boats drawing 14 feet of -water-and a 
boat tbnt draws 14 feet of water i an important craft in tlle 
commerce of the worltl. Recently a -veN el accomplished the 
yoy~gc around the no1·t11 part of North America and discoyered. 
the Nortb.we"t P< sage the mo t difficult \Oyage, perllap , eYer 
undertn.kcn by ~Y yes~el-the dream of u llumlred years llns 
been realized-:md tlle ye el which accomplished that great 
feat tlrew lc s than 14 feet of water~ -

The entire wheat crop of California is carried in sailing yes­
sets tllousands of mile around the continent of South America 
to LiYerpool , and the grenter part of these yessels draw less 
tll:m H feet of .water. And this cheap method of transporta­
tion makes wheat wortll more at the place of production in 
California than at any other producing point in any other 
State. Gi\~e us thi clk'lllllel and an ocean-going riyer steam­
boat , ..... m soon make it elf felt in the commerce of t he wQrld. 
Breaking bulk at Ne-w Orleans, with tlle modern floating eleva­
tors in use tller , i , lloweYer, not a particularly expen lvc 
proposition. 

Not long ago tber was organized in the city of Chicago, oon 
after tile completion of the enlarged Welland anal, in 1900, a 
<:ompauy to transport grain from hicago, witbont breaking bulk, 
t o Liverpool; and the ve sels belonging to this company made 
two or three trips all the wny from Chicago, through the Lau­
rentian s tern of canals and unloaded their -wheat at Lh-er-­
r><?ol. All of tllem drew, of course, le"' than 14 feet But a hand 

of iron reached out and crushed that enterpri se. Marine in. u.r­
ance companies put upon it a ruinous rate of in ur::rnce. From 
another direction there came a sh·onger om·ce 'of oppo ition. 
The e boats were sold, and tl.li sclleme was abandoned, ::rnd this 
uew trade route lla.s neyer yet become operath-e. The re.al rea­
son for abandoninO' this enterprLe remain omething o.f n my -
tery to this d.:ly. I ha>e alwny had a suspicion tlJat the rail­
roads of tlle country had sometlling to do witll it. I addre. etl 
a letter recently to Hon. 0 . r. Au tin, hief of the Bureau of 
Stati tic , asking for information upon tllis matter . Tllis com­
petent and comteou official i always able to furnisll all ob­
tuin3ble information and . statistic. upon any COI11}llel'cial sub­
ject. He conducts one of the mo~ t important and u eful bmeans 
of the public en-icc. His sen-i es are most Yaluable to the 
!embers of this House and · to the country. I recei>ed from 

him the follo-wing reply, which tends to confirm my u picions. 
I expect to deYote to this question at orne future time some 
further research. 

DEP.A.RT.UE:-<T OF Co.u.uERCE AXD L.\non, 
BUREAU OP ' T.lTISTICS, 

Wash i ngton, J anuarv 4, ·'1907. 
DEAR Srn : I have your letter of the 2d and am p lea ed to know that 

the information supplied you with refet·ence to the sh ipment of wheat 
from California and freight rates was satisfactory. 

Heplying to rour Inquiry regarding tbe experiment made with ships 
cleared at Chicago for Live1·pool via the Welland Canal and St. Law­
rence ll iver and canals, I can only say that I wrote th parties in 

hicago who made the experiment and was informed by them that it 
was not a succes . As I am unable to ret?all their name . I Hm not 
able to find their letter or even my own letters to tbem, but m y recol­
lection is that they stated that the failure was due, in part at leas t , to 
the very high in urance rate which tbey were e:ompelled to pay on the 
grain passing through the canals. and that I also received an intima­
tion· in some way, whether from them or not I am unable to say, that 
these ex cess ire 1-ates rcquirc(l of them m ay 1101:6 been made ut the 
in tan ce of some ttnknou;n 11arties, 1c11o prefclTN l t!lat; tllis syRtem. 
shott ltl not be built 'liP .a a ri1:al to the other carryiug sy tem . llow 
much there was in this last sugge tion I, of course, do not know·. I 
think you would be able to learn from some of the Chicago people, 
probauly the Chicago en tom-house officials or some of the grain ex­
pot·ters. the names of the parties who made this experiment and learn 
the facts more in detail from them; but my recollection is very distinct 
that they reported that the experiment was not a s uccess and that they 
had decided to abandon it and put the ves ls into service, I think. on the 
Atlantic coast , and that the high rates of insurance bad at least some­
thing to do with the inability of thi proposed sy tem to compete with 
the systems already in existence. I also infer that the size of the sbi[>s 
'Yhi ch they were able to us for the canal transit was not sufficientlv 
la1·ge to enab'le them to cart·y at proportionately low rates along the 
Lakes and aero the Atlantic. 

negretting my inability to give ron more definite Information on this 
subject. I am. 

Vet'Y truly, yotu'S, 

.IIon. HE~ItY T . llAIXEY, 
Ilouse of R c-p,·esM1tati>J:es. 

Washington, D - C. 

0 . P. AL"STI:-< , 
Chief of Bureau. 

Do you gentlemen-know what can be accompli bed in 14 feet 
of 'Yater? The greate t battle hip eYer built by man can b 
floated in 14 feet of -water; and it is only nece . ary to widen 
tlle Laurentian canal a few feet and the Dreadnought, prop r ly 
lightened of her guns, can be brought up tllere to the Lake . 
Through the e lock , now 45 feet -wide, one-half of all tlle -war 
"" els of England crin now be floated. If -we mn t deal with 
improyements of thi kind in the name of war, the time may 
soon come to demand this 14-foot cl.lannel to tlle ea, not so much 
in the name of commerce as for the future material safety of 
th is nation. 

I lla\e before me the official document which pro\e that tllis 
great Canadian -waterwny exists from the Lakes out to the sea. 

anadian magazines at the pre ent time are boa tina of tbe 
fact that they are far in adrance of u ; that they haye accom­
plished their object and llaye secured a 14-foot channel from 
these Lnke to the ea. At pre~ent they are arranging to 
deepen tllese channel o as to create a 20-foot -waterway to 
t lle sea. We are at peace, of course, with all the world, but 
it has not been nry long since-immediately after the launch- ­
ing of the D,-eadnought-there was · a ripple of unplea a.nt­
ne . , and it was intimated tllat in orne .,yny '\Ye bud stol n the 
plans of the Dreadnought. But England did not object to .,.h-­
iia.g the plans to J apan, and the e\idence of the offen ive and 
d~fensi\e a lliance of the two great i land nation is now ap­
parent. We kno-w now the Empire of Jnpan is completing the 
con truction of its own Dreadnought on the plans of the great 
English battle ship. 

It bas been but a few days ince tllere -wa another ripple of 
unpleasantness-it bas not been atisfactorily e::\.'1Jlaineu :ret­
down here on the i l::rncl of Jamaicn. In tin1e of peac it may 
still be well t o prepare for w!1r, and you an not <lo it better­
you can not protect Cle\eland. with her million-dollar llnrb r 
and her magnificent public building, any better than by provid­
ing this waterway, which will admit some of our own °Te::tt 
war yessels t o the Great Lake . 

Immediately after the opening o~ tlle la t century n-e enteretl 
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into an agreement with England which prevented us from keep­
ing any war ve sels upon tile Great Lakes and whicil operated 
iu the same way as to England, and both nations ilave kept 
that agreement until this time. But England bas perfected an 
arrangement by which rn thirty days' time she could put half 
her war vessels upon the Great Lakes, and .we look on withont 
even a murmur of surprise. Her 14-foot channel exists entirely 
within iler own boundaries, far beyond the reach of our guns. 

There is nothing new in this Lakes-to-the-Gulf project. I 
understood the chairman of the River and Harbor Committee 
to say ye terday that the idea was new and not yet sufficiently 
considered. It is not a matter which bas been only r ecently 
agitated. In 184G a great ri -ver convention met in the city of 
1\lemphis, Tenn. Six hundred and fifty delegates attended. 
John C. Calhoun presided o-ver the deliberations of that .body, 
and in 184G that great convention declared itself to be in fa-vor 
of a deep waterway from the Lakes to the Gulf. Since tilat 
time a deep waterway from the Lakes to tile Gulf has been 
made the subject of at least five detailed reports by the 
engineer officers of the Go-vernment, and I can easily find every 
one of them. 'Vhen the old Canadian voyageurs thought they 
owned the Illinois country and the Mississippi Valley, they 
came nearly nil the way by water down the Illinois and l\Ii ·­
sissippi rivers from the Great Lakes, and they dreamed of a 
waterway from the Lakes to the Gulf. But the scheme of a 
waterway from the Lakes to the Gulf dates farther back than 
any of these things. When the great Builder of worlds wa 
building this particular world He furnished these Lakes with 
an outlet do\Tn through the Illinois and Mississippi rivers tb 
the southern Gulf; and Chicago in her great undertaking bas 
simply restored to the Lakes their ancient outlet; and now the 
waters of the greatest inland seas of the world to-day again 
mingle with the warmer waters of the Mexican Gulf. 

The survey, commenced five years ago by order of Congress, 
from Lockport, the southern terminus of the drainage canal, to 
St. Louis has been completed. The engineers found that a 14-
foot channel was feasible as an engineering proposition all the 
way down, as far as they were authorized to go, to the city of 
St. Louis. Since that time great conventions ha-ve met and have 
indorsed this proposition, but some engineer officers of this Gov­
ernment in a few words disposed of everything that has been 
said upon tilis subject When this matter was submitted to 
them by the River and Harbor Committee, tlley disposed of the 
whole subject in the following words: 

The saving that would accrue to the country at large by the construc­
tion of a 14-foot waterway is largely conjectural. · In the opinion of the 
board e;uch benefits would not be sufficient to warrant an expendih1re by 
the General Government of '30,000,000. 

The ·engiJ:?eers of this Go~ernment have never advocated any 
project of real advantage to the nation. They presented an 
unbroken front when ·Eads ·proppsed to build the jetties down 
at the mouth of the Missis ippi River, and they said it could 
not be done, that a ·lateral canal was the thing to build. Upon · 
his own re ponsibility he undertook that great work. He ad­
vised the impro-vement of the Soutbwe t Pass, but they required 
him to improve another pa s. That scheme proved successful, 
and now ve sels drawing 30 feet of water can sail where ves­
sels drawing 12 feet of water could not sail before. The Govern­
ment is now al · o improving the Southwest Pass. When it was 
proposed to build the · Monitor, the engineer officers of this Gov­
ernment opposed it and said it could not be done. They re­
quired a company to be formed, and the company was required 
to give a bond that the Monitor would be successful. They 
required that tile test be made in actual war under the guns 
of the enemy's ve sels, and it was done, and the Monitor saved 
the country untold millions of dollars and revolutionized the 
art of modern naval war. 

The Canadian government built the first canal around the 
Falls of St. :Marys River in 1790. In .1839 the State of 
Michigan sent engineers, workmen, and contractors up to the 
St. Marys River country to commence the building of the 
present great St. 1\Iarys Ri-ver Canal, and the engineer officers 
of the Government and tile Army officers of the Government met 
them there in that · northern country and said: "You can not 
bu}ld this canal. The demands of commerce are not great 
enough to require it, and it is not possible as an engineering 
feat." The development of the great northwest section of our 
counh·y ''':R delayed twenty years on account of the position 
taken by American engineers. To-day the engineers ·con­
nected with the Na-val Department pre ent an unbroken front 
against submarines, and advocate the building of immense float­
ing steel forts; but o-ver in France they have adopted a differ­
ent scheme, and tlley ha-ve proven that these little submarines, 
from unknown de.vths, unseen and in verfect safety, can launch 

teJ:'l'ible engines of war, armor-piercing projectiles, against the 
great battle ships we are building. You can not expect any 
great things to come f~om the Army engineers of this country. 

It is a popular superstition that we graduate engineers up at 
West Point. I ha-ve looked into tlle statistics, and I propose 
to put my correspondence on this question in the RECORD, 
showing that in thirty years we have only graduated. 178 
engineers from West Point. The War Depart:rpent itself 
regards e-very one of them as . incompetent and prefers to 
employ . in the great engineering works of this country the 
engineers who are graduates of our uni~ersitles which ha-ve 
engineering departments. I propose not to read now, but to put 
in the RECORD, a letter from General Mackenzie him elf which 
establishes this fact The engineers employed on public works 
are e-very day leaving the employment of the Government .to 
seek the higher wage and the better salnries paid them. by 
railroads, and l will put in the RECORD some correspondence on 
that subject which establishes that fact. You can not expect 
any board of engineers to recommend any scheme that interferes 
\Titb the rights of h·an continental railroads in this counh·y; 
and when this board of engineers filed this opinion against this 
project there . "\\ent up from every transcontinental railroad 
pre ident's office in the United States a growl of joy. 

The chairman of the River and Hal'bor Committee stated yes­
terday that every project in this bill was submitted, by virtue 
of the statute, to the board of review for ri-vers and harbors, 
to get its opinion as to the commercial necessity for the im­
provement I am sorry the chairman of the committee is not 
here now, but I will put the statute on the subject in the 
RECORD. There is no such authority there. It authorizes the 
River and Harbor Committee to apply to this board for a find­
ing of facts only after a project bas been adopted and after an 
appropriation has been made in support thereof, but this par­
ticular project bas never been adopted and no appropriation in 
support of it has ever been made. 

I will insert here section 3 of the act appro-ved June 13, 1902 .. 
The section referred to is as follows : 
That there shall be organized in the Office of the Chief of Engi­

neers, United States Army, by detail from time to time from the 
Corps ot Engineers, a board of five engineer officers, whose duties 
sl:iall be fixed by the Chief of Engineers, and to whom shall be referred 
fo1· consideration and recommendation, in addition to any other duties 
assigned, so far as in the opinion of the Cbief of Engineers may be 
necessary, all reports upon examinations and surveys provided for by 
Congress, and all projects or changes in projects for works of ·river 
and harbor improvement heretofore or hereafter provided for. And 
the board shall submit to the Chief of Engineers recommendations 
as to the desirability of commencing or continuing any and all im­
provements upon which reports are required. And in the considera­
tion of such works and projects the board shall have in view the 
amount and character of commerce existing or reasonably prospective 
which will be benefited by the improvement, and the relation of 
the ultimate cost of such work, both as to cost of. construction and 
maintenance, to the public commercial interests involved, and the public 
necessity for the work, and propriety of its construction, continuance, · 
ot· maintenance at the expense of the nited States. And such con­
sideration shall be given as time permits to such works as have here­
tofore been provided for by Congress, the same as in the case of new 
works proposed. The board shall, when it considers the same nec­
essary, and with the sanction and under orders from the Chief of 
Engineers, make, as a board or through its members, personal exami­
nations of localities. And all facts, information, and arguments 
which are presented to the board for its consideration in connec­
tion with any matter referred to it by the Chief of Engineers shall 
be reduced to and submitted in writing, and made a part of the 
records of the Office of the Chief of Engineers. It shall further be 
the duty of said board, upon a request transmitted to the Chief of 
Engip.eers by the Committee on Rivers and Harbors of the House of 
Representatives, or the Committee on Commerce of the Senate, in the 
same manner to examine and report through the Chief of Engineers 
upon any projects heretofore adopted by the Government or upon 
which appropriations have been made, and report upon the desirability 
of continuing the same or upon any modifications thereof which may be 
deemed desirable. 

The board shall have authority, with the approval of the Chief of 
Engineers, to rent quarters, if necessary. for the proper transaction 
of its business, and to employ such civil employees as may, in the 
opinion of the Chief of_.r Engineers, be required for properly transact­
ing the business assignea to it, and the necessary expenses of the board 
shall be paid from allotments made by the Chief of Engineers from 
any appropriations made by Congress for the work or works to which 
the duties of the board pertain. 

I have just called attention to section 3 of the act approved 
June 13, 1902, the ri-ver and harbor act of that year. The 
statement made by the chairman of this committee .rester­
day was that this survey or this project bad been submit­
ted by the Committee on Rivers and Harbors to the Board 
of Engineers created by virtue of this act for a· finding 
as to the commercial necessity of a 14-foot waterway from 
Lockport to St. Louis. There is no authority conferred by the 
section I ha-ve read for this reference. The Chief of Engineers 
may require certain findings from this Board, but the Committee 
on Rivers and Harbors can only ask a report from the Board 
of Engineers upon " projec!S heretofore adopted by the Go-vern-
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ment or upon which appropriations ha-.;-e been made." This 
project bas not yet been adopted and no appropriations lla-.;-e 
been made upon tlle same. The reference therefore was entirely 
without authority of law. · 

The section to wbi ll I ha-.;-e referred was again amended by 
the act of March 3, 190;:)--tlle riyer and harbor bill of that year­
and tlle pro-.;-i ion of the section were extended by the latter 
act so as to require the Board to examine and review suryeys as 
well as projects provided for by acts and resolutions prior to the 
ri-.;-er and harbor act of June 13, 1902. 

I submit that a great committee of this House bas not the 
moral right to surrender its function to a purely executi-.;-e 
board. If this statute is to be recognized in the future, it will 
contribute more to militarism in this country than any other 
one thing I think of now. A board of Army engineers, if they 
are- competent, ought to be called upon for an opinion as to the 
engineering features of a project and as to it· feasibility, not 
its commercial desirability. The judgment of Army officer on 
a matter of that kind i entirely without -.;-alue. Army officers 
in general, and the Army officers on this particular board, haYe 
had nothing to do with affairs-they ha-.;-e probably in all their 
li-.;-es ne-rer made a dollar in any commercial transaction. They 
ha-.;-e little sympathy with the commercial de-relopment of the 
great West. The glorious days in the West, in their judgment, 
were the days when Army officers, at the bead of. crushing 
squadrons of ca-.;-alry, were cha ing Indians across the plains, 
who always ran away at their approach. They find little evi­
dence of the present greatness of that section in the fields of 
wheat that ripen under the summer sun or in the millions of 
acres of corn that rustle in the winds of autumn. 

If I could e-rer be induced to subscribe · to a national policy 
of foreign spoliation and conque t, it would be for the rea on 
that by embarking on a larger scale, in exploitations of that 
character we might be able to get rid of the Army officers that 
infest this capital in sucl.l enormous number . I have neyer 
been able to find a good reason for keeping them here. Re­
splendent in gold lace, they contribute to the color ·scheme at 
"White House receptions; this seems to be about the extent of 
their utility in the capital citr. 

The particular board who, in forty-four words, disposed of 
this great subject and who signed their names to this particu­
larly erudite r eport is composed Qf the following Army officers: 
Col. D. W. Lockwood, who entei·ed the Military Academy in 
18G2 and who ha been in the senice · since that time; Lieut. 
Col. n. L. Hoxie, who entered the Military Academy in 18G-! 
and ·who has been in the service since that time; Maj. C. l\IcD. 
Townsend, who entered the l\lilitary Academy in 1875 ; Maj. 
E. E"relitb Winslow, who entered the Military Academy in 1885 
and wllo had been on this board only a few months when he 
. subscribed to this report; Capt. Charle W. Kutz, who entered 
the l\lilitary Academy in 1 80. All of the abo\e-named Army 
officer ha\e been in the senice of the United States since they 
were boys. During the greater portion of that time they ba-.;-e 
recei-.;-ed small salarie , and none of them except Colonel Lock­
woo(\ ha\e e\er receiyed a larger salary than $3,000 per year. 
and if he is getting a salary larger than that now he bas not 
been receiving it a yery long time. They are as ignorant as 
infants of the ordinary bu ines affairs of life. You can not 
expect them to recognize the great demands of present-day 
commerce and the n cessity for the deyelopment of cheap trans­
portation facilities. A statute which confers that authority 
upon them is wrong. An attempt to follow it will have a par­
ticularly depressing influence upon the future commercial de­
Yelopment of the country. 

There is not even a great engineer on this board; a. really 
great engineer would have been absorbed long ago by tlle rail­
road companie ·. We t Point ne\er has produced a great en­
gineet· or e-.;-en a competent engineer, and .that institution ne,er 
will produce an engineer that can be callecl either great or com­
petent. Fortunately for the country, howe,er, a majority of 
the engineers engaged upon public works are graduate of our 
universities that are provided ''"ith engineering departments. 
1.'he engineer. proyided by the Army are simply ornamental 
heads for our engineering equipment; tlle real work is done by 
tlJe ciYilian enaineers. Army engineers do not do it, they simply 
get tbe credit for doing it. ivilian engineer in tbe employ of 
the Go\ernment are being drawn upon so largely by railroads 
that tlley llarclly con titute an impartial body of men. There is 
pre ent even with tllem a tendency to color purely engineering 
reports in the interest of railroad transportation companies. In 
support of the statements I haye been making about engineers 
I will incorporate here in my speech my correspondence with 
th Departments upon this subject, and I will do so without fm­
tller comment upon tliis pha e of this que tion. 

'l'he following is the correspondence 1~eferred to: 
Co~niiTTEE O::"' LABOR, 

HO USE OF REPRESEJXTA.TI\.ES XITED STATES, 
Washington, D. C., Decemuer 21, 1906. 

Hon. OSCAR P. AUSTI~, 
Chief Btlreatt of Statistics, 

Depm·tment of Comme-rce ancl Labor, Washington , D. C. 
DE.I.R SIR: I am studying our military and naval schools at West 

!'oint and Annapolis. At West Point a numbet· of graduates enter the 
engineering department 0f the service. 

1. I am anxious to find out how many have entered the engineering 
deva rtment in the last twenty-five or thirty years; and 

:! .. I also want to find out bow long they remain in the Army. 
3 . About what proportion of them resign from the Army in order to 

accept employment from railroads or to accept employm(~nt in otbei~ 
branches of industry? · 

4 . Do West Point and Annapolis fumish the Govemment with an:v 
considerable proportion of the en"'ineers now employed on Governmen"t 
works and employed in other capacities by the Govet"Dment? 

5. How many of these engineers come from the school and collegGs 
provided with engineerin.,. departments? 

6. Is any considerable proportion of the young men educated in our 
schools lured away from Government employ by the larger salaries 
paid by railroads, etc.? 

I wish you would advise me where I can find statistics on the above 
ubjects. If you have anything that will assist me in the investiga­

tion, please oblige me by sending it to me. 
Respectfully, 

HEXRY T. ll .. UXEY. 

DEPATIT)IEXT OF C01DIERCE AXD L..t:OOR, 
B u nEAr: Oil' l:lTATISTICS, 

·washington, D ecem ber 2:?, 1906. 
Hon. IIEXRY T. RAIXEY, M. C., 

. IIou3e of R cprcsentatires, lVasllington , D. C. 
Sm: I am in receipt of yonl" lettet· of the 21 t instant asking for 

information as to how many of the gt·aduates of "'est Point and An­
napolis resign from the Army to accept employment from the railroads 
or other bt·anches of industry ; also for information as to such gradu­
ate along other line . 

In response, I have to inform you that this llm·eau has no informa­
tion on this subject. It is believed that the records of the War and 
• ravy Departments can af!or·d you the best information in regard to 
the matter. I have therefore referred your letter to the chief clerk 
of the War Depa rtment, with the request that be will furnish you 
such information as he can, aud fot·wm·d the letter to the Navy De­
partment for such data as it can supply. It might be well for you 
to take the matter up directly with tho e Departments. 

Yery truly, yours, 
0. P. AUSTIX, Chief of Burea11>. 

DEP..t"RT~IEXT OF 0:\IMERCE AXD LADOR, 

CIIIEF CLERK, 

BUREA OF STATJ. 'l'IC:':, 
Washington, D ccem bC'r i!, 1906. 

lf'ar Department, n ·ashington, D. C. 
Sm: I inclose to you herewith a letter from Hon. IIenry ·T. Rainey, 

1\I. C., asking for information in regard to the "est Point and An­
napolis graduates. Plea. e furni h Mr. Rainey such information as 
you can, and fot·wat·d the letter to the Navy Department for reply 
·with respect to graduates from the Naval Academy. lr .. Rainey .bas 
been informed of this reference. 

Vet·y truly, your , 

Ilon. H EXRY T .. R..tDi1~Y, 

0. P. AUSTIX, Chief of Bureau • 

WaR DEPAnT~IEXT, 
TIJE MILITARY SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 

lVaslz i ngton, D ecember 29, 1JJ06. 

Hotcse of Rcpre cntatircs, Waslt ington, D. C. 
m: I llave the honor to inform you that your letter of the 27th 

instant to the Secretary of War, inclosing a copy of your Jetter of the 
21 ·t instant to the "'hief of the Bureau of Statistics regarding grad· 
nates of the United States l\Iilitary and 'aval academie , bas been re· 
feLTed to this office. Your former letter, which was referred by the 

bief of the Bureau of Statistics to the War Department was also re-
ferred to this office. . 

The information you desire, so far as it relates to the graduates of 
the United States Military Academy, is not contained in any publica­
tion, but the superintendent of the Military Academy was called upon 
to furnish such information as the records of the acadmey afford on 
the subject, and his reply, giving the numl>er of graduates who wero. 
pt·omoted in the Engineer Corps or subsequently transferred thereto, 
since 1870, has been received and referred to the Chief of Engineers fot· 
such further information in the line of your inquiry as he may be able 
to furni b. When his reply shall baYe l>een r eceived all the informa­
tion obtained will be promptly transmitted to you. 

Respecting the gr·aduates of the Naval Academy, it is sugge ted that 
you communicate directly with the Navy Department instead of await­
ing reference of your original letter to that Department after it shall 
have been received back from the Chief of Engineer 

Very respectfully, 

Ilon. IIEXRY T. RAINEY, 

F. C. AIXSWORTH, 
Tl1 e Militm·y Secretary. 

WAR DEPA.llTMEXT, 
THE l\liLI1'AnY SECRETARY S OFFICE, 

lVashington, January 3, 1907. 

House of R epresentati t:es, Washington, D. C. 
SIR: I have the honor, by direction of the ecretary of Wat·, to re· 

turn herewith your lettet· of the 21st ultimo to the Ch ief of the Bmcau 
of Statistics, requesting certain information regarding graduates of the 

nited States l\Iilitary and Naval academies and engineer employed 
on public works. and to invite your attention to the reports of the 
superintendent of the Military Academy and of tbe Chief of Engineers 

"indorsed on yom· letter, giving all available information on the subjects 
of your inquiry. 
. Very respectfully, F. C. AIXSWORTH, 

Til e Militm·y Secrctm·y. 
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WAR DEPART:UE~T, 
TIUJ MILITARY :SECRETARY1 S OFFICE, 

Washington, December 24, 1906. 
Respectfully referred to the superintendent, United States Military 

Academy, West Point, N. Y., requesting the return of these papers, with 
such information as he may be able to furnish in reply to the inquiries 
of Representative RAIXEY. 

F. C. AIXSWORTH, 
Tl!e Military Secretary. 

[ econ<l indorsement.] 
HEADQUARTERS UXITED STATES MILITARY ACADE:UY, 

West Point, N. Y., Decembc~· 2"1, 1906. 
Respectfully returned to The Military Secretary, War Department, 

Washington, D: C. Between the years 1870 and 1906, inclusive, 178 
cadets were promoted from the academy into -the Engineer Corps of the 
Army. There are also at present in the Engineer Corps 14 other officers 
who graduated during this period and were transferred to the engineers 
subsequent to graduation. Of this total of 178, there are .at present on 
tht!-Actlve lllit __________________________________________________ 151 
Retired list_________________________________________________ 3 

~~~~~dservice============================================== }i 
Dismissed--------------------------------------.,------------ 1 

It is probable that most of the officers resig11ing did so in order to 
accept more lttcrati'r:e positions. 

The above answers the first three of the inquiries bf the Hon. HEXRY 
T. RAINEY, as far as these inquiries relate to the Military Academy. 

Referenee to the Chief of Engineers is suggested for information 
as to the present proportion of engineer officers employed on Govern­
ment works and in other capacities by the Government. . No informa­
tion is available here as to what proportion of the engineers employed 
by the Government comes from schools and colleges provided with 
engineering departments. 

T. B. SCOTT, 
Colonel, Unitccl States Anny, Superintendent. 

[Third indorsement] 
WA.R DEPA.RT:I:IE~T, 

THE MII,ITA.RY SECRETARY1 S OFFICE, 
Washington, December 28, 1906. 

Respectfully referred to the Chief of Engineers for remark. 
By order of the Secretary of War. 

HEXRY P. McCAI:-f, 
Militm·v Secretm·y. 

[Fourth indorsement.] 
WAR DEPART:\I_E__"'jT, 

OFFICE OF THE CIIIEF OF ENGINE-ERS, 
Washington, January 2, 190"1. 

1. Respectfully retnrned to The Military Secretary. 
2. Questions one, two, and three having been covered by the Superin­

tendent of the United States- Military Academy, leaves only four, five, 
and six to be answered. 

3. 'As to question four, it may be said that including all the Depart­
ments of the Government which conduct "public works" or employ en­
gineers in ''other capacities," the e1~gineer officers 'LCho a.1·e graduates of 
the Militat·y Academy fonn but an insignificant p1·oportiotL1 numer·ically, 
of the total number of · engineers 1oho serve the United States. 

4. As to question five, there are no data on the records of th-is office 
sufficiently complete to permit a definite reply: So far as the Engineer 
Department is concerned, a large nt,mber of the c•i~:il engineers employed 

- at·e graduates of engineet·ing colleges, and preference is git:en to sucl~ 
graduates in alL cases. -

5. As to question six, it can be said that a number of valuable ciu.Uial~ 
assistant engineers have lett the service of the Corps of Engineers clut·­
ing the past few years to engage in more l"cratir-e private p1·actice or 
to accept higher salaries from other parties. 

· A. MACKE.NZrE, 
B1·igadier-Genemz, Ohief of Engineers, U. S. Army. 

NAVY DEPART:U~T, BUREAU OF NAVIGATIO~, 
· Washington, D. 0'., Januat·y 19, 1907. 

Sm : In reply to your letter of the 27th ultimo, I have the honor to 
advise you that there is no engineer corps in the United States Navy 
at the _present time. The course of instruction prescribed at the Naval 
Academy qualifies every graduate of that institution for the perform­
ance of such engineering duties as required in the Navy, and no gradu­
ntes of any school or college other than the Naval Academy and the 
officers who rise from the warrant officers' grades to the line of t)le 
Navy through competitive examination are employed in such capacity. 
A number of officers of the line have t•esigned in recent years in order 
to accept more remunerative positions in civiZ life, but the Bureau has 
no statistics from which to compile information as to the salaries paid 
or character of the work offered. 

There is a corps of civil engineers in the Navy, in which there are 
thirty-three commissioned officers. Five of these officers are graduates 
of the Naval Academy. One of these five received a degree in civil 
engineering from an engineering school, and the other four are pursu­
ing a special course of instruction at an engineering school. 

The Department has no iiiformation as to the number of engineers 
employed on public works who are graduates of colleges that have en­
gineerlilg departments. 

Very respectfully, 

Hon. HENRY T. iLU.'{EY, .M. C., . 

W. P. POTTER, 
Acting Chief of Btweau. 

House of Representati~;es, Washington, D. C. 
As opposed to the opinion of this Board of Engineers ~ pro­

pose to insert in the RECORD at this point in my speech the re­
marks of Hon. Theodore P. Shonts, chairman of the Isthmian 
Canal Commission, before the Chicago Commercial Club, Janu­
m·y 26, 1907; and I also put in the RECORD here the resolutions 
l'ecently adopted by the Illinois Society of Engineers and Sur­
rt-ytms, which are embodied in a letter addressed to the Speaker 

and to the :Members of this House and bearing date the 23d 
day of January, 1007. 

The matter referred to is as follows: 
[Extract from address of Hon. Theodore r. Shouts.] 

If conditions were to remain permanently as they are to--day, there 
might be a doubt as to the wisdom of this expenditru·e [for the canal] ; 
but when we look around and see the rapidly-increasing population and 
resulting density of traffic in our own country, when we observe that 
our vast transportation facilities, · which made possible - our countr·y's 
wond~rful expansion and form the underlying basis of our. prosperity, 
are srmply swamped with the traffic which they are called upon to 
handle, and when we contemplate the enormous amount of money that 
must be raised to adequately provide facilities for taking care of the 
increased volume of business, we are compelled to conclude that the 
superfluous population of the earth will soon be forced into other chan­
nels than the nited States, and is not unlikely to move into the vast 
fertile plains and rich regions of our South American neighbors. 

NEED WIDER :UA.RKETS. 

Notwithstanding our phenomenal growth in population, our capacity 
to produce in both field and factory has more than kept pace with om.· 
growth in numbers. If our prosperity is to continue, we must have 
wide markets for our goods. What better fields for exploitation exist 
than the territory of our next-door neighbors in Central and South 
America? But while it is necessary to have the markets in which to 
sell our goods, it is equally necessary to have the facilities with which 
to transport them. I mean "by this thut the volume of our export tr·ade 
to-day is seriously hampered by the overtaxed condition of our rail­
ways, especially at terminal points; in fact, it is a serious question 
whether it has not 1·eached its limit under present conditions. Many 
of the impot·tant railway systems in their desire to provide more ade­
quate accommodations are going so far in their efforts to raise money 
for this purpose as to well-nigh imperil their credit. -

Port terminals are already so scarce and valuable as to render 
adequate relief in th~t direction improbable, in fact, impossible, at any 
reasonable cost. It Is therefore suggested that there be created a vast 
interior harbor reaching from Chicago to the Gulf. 

TER:UI:-fAL OPPORTU:-fiTIES. 

The beneficial effects of such a harbor are many and obvious. In the 
first place, it would furnish opportunities for the creation of terminal 
facilities along its entire length. In the second place, it would build UQ 
and develop the entire Mississippi Valley by giving it the advantages of 
terminal ports brought close to its doors. In the third place and this 
has a most direct bearing on our canal proposition, it would give the 
people of our great Middle West, with their geographical proximity and 
these superior transportation facilities, a distinct advantage over the 
rest of the coun~ry in commanding the South Amei'ican trade. -

PEORIA, ILL., Janua1·y 23, 1907. 
Hon. JOSEPH G. CANNON, 

Spea.ker _cf the House of R eprese.ntatives, 
and Members of Cong'I"CSS front Illinois, Washington, D. 0. 

DEAR Sms: We, the undersigned members of the Illinois Society of 
Engineers and Surveyors, in a~ual session assembled, do hereby ad­
dress the following memorial to you in expression of our deep convic~ 
tion of. the feas.ibility and practicability and the commercial utility (in 
companson to Its probable cost) of the proposed improvement of the 
Illinois Rlver into a commercial waterway having a channel of not less 
than 14 feet in depth as a connection between the already nearly com­

_ pl~te!l f?an~t.a~y and ship canal leading from Chicago to Joliet with the 
MISSISSIPPI River at or near St. Louis. 

We are fully aware that this subject is at the present time before 
the House of Representatives for consideration, and we are reliably 
though not officially, informed that the two bo.ards one of survey and 
one of investigation, of the United States Government have investi­
gated b.J: survc:y and in9uiry .into the question of the feasibility and 
commercial utility of this proJect and have made their. rE>ports to Con­
gress. That the report of the first board of survey unqualifiedly com­
!-Dends the practicability and feasihility of the plan with an estimate of 
Its <:o~t: That the second board, 'Y"hile admitting the practicability and 
feasibility of the plan and not tah.Lng exception to the estimate of cost, 
has_ assumed that such cost was in excess of the value of the improve­
ment to the nation from the standpoint of its commercial utility. 

'ow, therefore, we as practical men, interested only in the ultimate 
welfare of the State and nation, believe it to be our duty to express our 
d?ubt as to the correctness of the deduction of the latter board when 
vrewed from the broad standpoint of the probabilities of the future as 
j~d~ed from. the experiences of the past. We firmly believe that sta­
tistics showmg the amount of traffic now existing or to immediately 
seek use of. tb!-s commercial highway if completed, 'would not be broad 
enough to mdicate the value of such a work to the State and nation.. 
'l'here is no question of the amount of toll to be received affected by 
the amount o~ traffic on the canal. There is no question of commercial 
success or failure of the work as a business enterprise. It is not such 
a toll route nor such a business enterprise. _ 

As it appea}!'l to us, the question is, What will be the liroadel· effect­
upon the busmess and prosperity of all the territory which· is subject 
to its possible use or the possible effect upon the cost of freight as 
':ar~ied fr?m one cit:y to another over this great projected highway? It 
IS 1mposs1ble to estimate the great regulation of the cost of carria""e 
of all freight that would be effected by connecting the largest inlru;'d 
lake system in the known world directly with the l.argest known system 
of. river transportation in the world by such a waterway as would per­
mtt the floating of steam vessels of a large enough size and pt·oper 
shape to carry the freight on the lake system and deliver such freiuht 
to the river system without transshipment or the breaking of bulk· 
this great water highway, representing a free and untr·ammeled means 
of access, a right of way, subject to the control of no monoply what­
ever, but open to the free use of the public. There can be no doubt 
but that the cost of all the heavy fl'eight carriage that could be in 
any way tributary -to this lake and river system would by this com­
petition be reduced to an extent which no legislation or force of 
mere corporate competition could effect. We believe ultimately the 
whole nation would profit in the possibility of a future connection 
between the Gulf of Mexico and the Great Lakes when this watet·way 
should be so extended as to reach the Gulf and a source of internal 
defense created by means of a properly constructed navy that would 
be of greater value in case of emergency than many times the same 
amount of money expended on immense ba1:tle ships that could be 
of no value whatever for our internal defense. 

We further represent that we believe such a judgment as Is ren-
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dered by this board, if it had been applied to the construction of the 
canal~ and locks at the Sault Ste. Marie, based upon statistics 
covenn~ only the h·affic known at that time over the proposed route. 
would have prevented forever· the construction of that most wonder·ful 

. highway <?f commerce, _and that the same argument would have pre­
vented p~·1vate enterpnse fr·om ever con tmcting any of the great 
tt·anscont!nental railroads and would doubtles. prevail against the 
constructiOn of the l'anama Canal and would nevet· have permi tte<l 
England to have e:\.-pended millions of dollars on the Suez Canal. 

.li'inally that nothing l.mt the exper·ience of the future and analogy 
w1th above cases can absolutely 11rove what we fully believe to be the 
fact, namc·ly, tba t the completion of a 14-foot channel to connect the 
Lakes at Chicago with the Miss! sippi River at Rt. Louis will be not 
only a ju ·t itiabl e expenditm c for the l.~nited States from the local 
standpoint of the Rtatc of Illinois, but from the tandpoint of the fu­
ture best welfare of the nation. 

ll espectfull~· .sul)m i tted. 
Dabn ;.r H. Manry, President; A .. ·W. Gate . Monmouth, 

Ill. ; Clark G. Anderson, 1\Ioline, Ill. ; C. A. Prout, 
Wheaton, Ill. ; Fr·ed. ·w. llonen , Sterling, Ill. ; .Tos. 
A. 1\Ioore, Chicago. Ill.: T. L. Burkland. !'coria. Ill.; 
A. W. Bell, Bloomington, 111.; H. C. H oagland. De­
catur. IlL ; J. E. Kemp, Kewanee. Ill. ; Jingo Lucas. 
Peoria, IlL ; llenry Bloompot. Peoria, Ill. ; "'· E. 
Burkhalter, Peoria. Ill. ; J. U. Mellulsh. Bloomino-ton. 
Ill.; Clem. L. Cravens, 'l'oulon. Ill.; D. II. fl oberts; 
Peoria, IlL; J. G. Hare, Bloomington, Ill. ; IT. Foster 
'Bain. U rbana, Ill.; A. F. Nichol, Mar eillc , Ill.; 
Lloyd 7.. Jone!'i. Galva, Ill.; W. G. Kirchoffcr. ~Indi­
son. Wis.; J. W. Woermann. Peoria, III.; H. S. Wal­
lace. Peoria, Ill.; J. Vt' . Dappert, Taylorville, lll.; 
S. T. Henry, Chicago, Ill.; I'. C. Knight, Ponti'ac, 
Ill. : A. N. Tall)ot. '[ rbana. Ill. ; W. A. hlcl'nll', 
Bloomington, ~ll. ; J. C. Quade. St. David. Ill. ; Cha's. 
H. Donn, I'eona, Ill. ; Chas. B. Burdick, Chicago, Ill. ; 
"'· N. Johnson. Springfi ld. lll.; Web. 1'. Buslwell 
Qnincr. Ill.: .Tohn ~L Mc:\'al.Jb. McXabb, Ill.: Julius a: 
fhbPlman. Chicago. Ill.; Henry H. Dirks, hicago. IlL; 
(~. ('. Fai1·c!o. Champaign, Ill.; Frank W. Ives Rloom­
ing1on. 111. ; E. M. Schifiow. Elgin, IlL ; W. 'AI. Wood, 
Decahu·, IlL; D. J. Stanford, Cbatswor·th, Ill. ; A. B. 
Alexander. Decatur, Ill. ; Geo. M. Clark, Low l'oint 
.Ill.: 0 . H. Nicolet, La Salle Ill.: John .J. Haran' 
Champaign, Ill.; A. D. 'I'homp on, Peoria, Ill. ' 

I do not want to make the charge, so often made with refer­
ence to river anu harbor bills, that this bill is simply another 
"pork barrel." My interest in waterways i too great to permit 
me to do or to say anything tllat might contribute in the least 
toward discouraging future large river and harbor appropria­
tions. I notice, llowever, tllat "Raccoon Creek" is quite liber­
ally provided for in this bill. I do not know wllere ".Raccoon 
Creek " is; I baxe never heard of it llefore. It may be an im­
portant commercial stream. If it is, I congratulate the commit­
tee uvon discovering it. But wllile I congratulate them in tllis 
particular, I am unable to under tand why a committee that is 
able to discover "Raccoon Creek" at the same time almost forgot 
that tlle 1\!issi ippi River extend in its southward course from 
St. Louis to Cairo. I do not know who represents the Congre -
sional district in which ". Raccoon Creek ' is located; but I un­
dertake to say that whoever does i·epresent tllis particular dis­
trict here will be found voting for this bill just as it is and will 
be found opposing any amendment we may offer. I have no 
doubt that all the p ople in that section, from the headwaters 
of "Raccoon Creek" all the way down along its majestic cour e 
to the sea, will be particularly grateful to the man who has suc­
ceeded in getting in the bill this appropriation, and, of cour e, 
they ought to feel that 'yay. "Contentnia Creek" is also lU'O­
vided for in this bill, and somewhere there is ome· l\Iember of 
Congress who will be "content" with that and who will oppo e 
all amendments to this bill. 

I do not know where "Blackwater Creek" is located nor 
where "N'omini Creek" can be found; and I notice also that 
"1\fantua Creek " "Wappinger Creek," and "Browns Creek " 
are all liberally provided for in this bill. The fact that I have 
neyer lleard of any of the e streams i due, of course, to my lack 
of knowledge of the geography of the· country. 'l'hey may be 
impor ant streams; I do not say they are not. If they are im­
portant I congratulate the committee upon their di coYery. I 
know, however, where the Chicago Ship anal is, and the Illi­
nois RiYer, and the .. l\Iississippi River, and every man, woman, 
and child in tills country knows where these great waterways 
are. I can not understand how the ·same committee which is 
able to find the creeks to which I baye called attention is unable 
to di cover any commercial importance in the waterways to 
which I baye called attention. The bill bas been carefully 
'drawn; its pas age unamended I am afraid is assured. '.rhe 
"pork barrel" features are not entirely absent. 

The thing to be .most condemned, however, about this measure 
i tile general policy of the bill, which, if continued, will compel 
the entire country to pay tribute to the steel trust and its 
allied organizations. It is this feature of the bill whicil requires 
the most serious consideration. It is this apparent policy of 
waterway improvement in the interior of the country that ought 
most to arouse tlle public conscience. There is no way of com­
bating this policy or its tendencies, except by commencing in 
the near future the construction of this great water highway 

from 1 tile Lakes to the sea. I desire to di cuss briefly this 
feature of the bill . 

Kot lono- ago, fifteen years ago or so, we undertook the con­
struc-tion of tile Hennepin Canal. I have indicated it there on 
tilat large ma11. Tile reason for undertaking the onshuction 
~f th_nt ctmal wa . to ·proYi_de ::'-_short and cheap waterway, 7 
feet Ill depth, from tlle twm Ci ties of tlle north :mel from tile 
grea~ Kortllwe t_ to hica~o and tlle Lake.. '.runt waterway is 
nem:mg COlll}1letwn. It \Yill be ready for overa tion dnri ng tlle 
ommg summer, as I am advised. But when they undertook the 
co~sh:uc-tion_ of the Hennepin anal we llad a waten\·ay in 
llllnots leadmg from La Snlle, tlle hea<l of navi"'ation on the 
Illinois Ri\-er, up to Lake l\lichigan, nearly a hund;ed mile ·-the 
old lllinoi · and :\lichigan Cnnal. 

'l'he comlllen~ement and completion of this watenyay-I refer 
·to tlle H enuepm Canal-wa made l)ossible by tlle fact tllat it 
only cowpleted the link betn·een the great Korthwe ·t and Lake 
1\Iiclligan . . Since that time the Illinoi and :\lic-lligan 'anal bas · 
ceased to e~ist. !h~ railroads_ colll~encecl tlleir fight again ·t 
\Yaterways m llhuo1s oYer tllirty-.·Ix years ago. and in the 
State constitution adopted at tllat tiwe it \Ya provided tllat tlle 
State could not mnke any approprintiou for tile support of 
cannl. . But the year:s paR"=ed. and apprOJ)riation were made 
eT"ery yenr until last year, and tile Illinoi and 1\lichigan Canal 
n·as kept in operntion. Last year from orne direction, no man 
knew where, tilerc came an oppo ition to further appropriation . 
Injunction proceedings were llrought; the lnw \Ya · plain the 
court could do notlling else, tlley were reluctantly compell~d to 
enforce this railroad provi ·ion of the con titution. 

'IIlere i. now no money to mnintain tlle decaying locks of the 
Illinois antl 1\lichigan Canal, and tile approa ·bing ·eason will 
see tile last of tilnt great waterway. Tile l.llillions expendeLl on 
the Ilennepin Canal are ab olutely wa te(l unles there is a canal 
from La S~ll~, tile head of naT"igation on the Illinois River, up 
to Lake l\ftchtgan. 

But a singular thing happened. At the very time they com­
mencecl out in Illinois to fight tbe Illinois and 1\lichigan anal in 
the court ; over there 800 miles away tiler commenced a move­
ment for the Lake Erie and Ollio River Canal. During tile 
closing hours of the Ia t se ion there slipped tilrough this 
body a, most extraordinary piece of legi:.;;lation, a llill authoriz­
ing the ironmaster · of Pittsburg to build a canal from a point 
nea~· Cleveland, on the Lakes, down to Pittsburg, haYing a depth 
of not le tilan 12 feet. 

N'ow, bearing in mlnd the e two facts, that from . ome source, 
no man know where, came the legal proceedings which re­
sulted in closing tlle waterway in Illinoi connecting the Lake 
with. the river-the par~ appearing as complninant in tilat pro­
ceedmg Ilad not the shghte t interest in the subject-matter of 
that suit-and that at the same time tile e millionaires of Cleve­
land and Pitt burg got through Congres this bill I want von 
to look at this map I have caused to be di played here. · 

Tile appropriati~:ms for. the Great Lakes, added together, 
amount. to somethmg over $10,000,000. The appropriation for 
the 900 miles of the Ohio River between Pitt burg :mel Cairo 
amounts to over $4,000,000. The appropriations for the lower 
l\Iississfppi River amount to oYer $11,000,000. The policy of 
a bill lil.:e thi means this and nothing else : It mean the de­
Yelopment of an immense commerce on these, to us landlocked 
lalres; it means the development of immense comm~rcial po ·i­
bilities along the Ohio and lower 1\Ii. issippi riT"ers, and it means 
more than this-if the commerce of the Ohio River and lon·er 
l\li issippi and the commerce of tlle Great Lakes i. to be ex­
changed, it must be clone tbrougil this canal, upon which thC'y 
are authorized to is. ·ue $800,000,000 worth of stocks and bond·­
ten time the sum required to build it. It must go through this 
canal; and upon it, according to this act, and I have it before 
me, the ironmasters of Pittsburg may levy any kind of toll 
they please. 

In the olden days rol)ber baron and other clignitarie estab­
lished their castles along the Rhine and along tlle other commex­
cial waterways of Europe and. enforced their right to demallll 
toll of every vessel that pas ed their fortresses ·loaded with mer­
~han~ise. If this policy is to continue, we are building up Ilere 
m thts country a tremendous commerce which can exist only 
by paying tolls to these modern robber barons-the ironmasters 
of Pittsburg-and in no other way. 

The Cape 1\fay project illustrates further the influences 
which seem to have been paramount in the preparation of this 
bill. Over a million dollars is appropriated for the construc­
tion of a harbor for Cold Springs Inlet. The Cape 1\lay Realty 

[NOTE.-Tl!e Lake E1··ie and Oliio RiL'e1· Canal, w1de1· tTIC act ot Oon­
!JI'ess, 111!-'fY stm·t _on Lake E1·ie at attY point between .the mo~th of 
Grand !?Wer, 1!8 nales east of Clet·cland, and the Pennsyl1;ania and Ohio 
State lme, and not at Ole.,;eland, as aplJm·ently slwn·n on this map It 
has. its southern tennintts on the Ohio .Ri L'el' nea1· Pittsbtt1'[!.1 ' 
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Company will profit enormously by this large expenditure, and 
the Government is presenting the millionaires of Pittsburg with 
n splendid harbor of refuge for their private pleasure yachts. 
I have no time to discuss this matter, but it is interesting to 
note that the millionaires of Pittsburg own the stock in the Cape 
1\Iay Realty Company. · 

There is only one way by which this depre sing effect upon 
the commerce of the counh-y can now be avoided, and that is 
to establish here from Chicago all the . way do~n to the Gulf 
the waterway the Mississippi Valley is demanding. 

When the Panama Canal is completed, it will be another 
mouth for the :Mississippi Uiver, and that great river will 
empty not only into the southern· Gulf and the Atlantic Ocean, 
but will have this connection with the Pacific Ocean and with 
all the countrie that touch upon all the seas of all the world. 

No man yields in admiration or respect more than I do to 
the chairman of the Committee on ULvers and Harbors. There 
is no abler man in public life than this scholarly gentleman. 
The announcement has been made in the daily papers that he 
proposes to abandon his position at the head of the River and 
Harbor Committee. If this is true, I congratulate him, and I 
also congratulate the country. 

A position at the head of some other and more important com­
mittee will yield to the distinguished gentleman greater oppor­
tunities, and the country might then get the benefit to a still 
larger degree of his great ability. If I were a Republican, I 
would second the motion of my friend the gentleman from 
1\Iissouri [1\Ir. CLABK] . I would be in favor of booming the 
gentleman from Ohio [.Mr. BURTON] for the Republican nomina­
tion for President of the United States, and I would be for him, 
too, 'unless my own State should present a candidate, as I 
understand it will. In that event, if I were a Republican, as a 
matter of State pride and loyalty, I would have to be for him. 
But I want to ay to both of these gentlemen, and I say it in a 
spirit of kindly warning, particularly to the gentleman from 
Illinois, who presides with such ability over the deliberations 
of the lower House of the Congress, that no man can ever be 
elected to the high office of President of the United States who 
is opposed to this great waterway. 'rhere is another gentleman 
in this cotp1try who will lead, two years from now, the Demo­
cratic party to battle and to victory. He is a man who is able 
to see the light upon the mountain tops, and long ago he placed 
himself on record in favor of this great enterprise. [Applause.] 

We are ready ·to indorse the demands of Boston, we are in 
favor of improving the harbor of New York, and we think Phila­
delphia ought to have her 35-foot channel to the sea. We have 
for a century conh·ibuted to the splendid prosperity of these 
great cities and we are willing to continue to do so. But the 
time bas come when we ought to (lemand something for our­
selves. Beyond the boundaries of these imperial States which 
touch the Atlantic Ocean lies the great West, with its broad, fer­
tile acres, its streams running bank full, its populous cities, its 
splendid expanse of forest and plain, its majestic rivers flowing 
down to the sea. What benefits you is of advantage also to us. 
What contributes to our progress promotes also your material 
prosperity. You have an easy and cheap access to the ocean 
highways of the world. We ask you to clasp hands with us 
across these mountain ranges and aid us in obtaining this all­
important commercial waterway, and the wealth and progress 
and happiness which. come to us by reason of it will benefit 
equally all sections of this the greatest of the nations. [Long-
continued applause.] · 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 
Mr. RAINEY. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent to 

extend my remarks in the RECORD and to incorporate in them 
certain letters and documents to which I have referred. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Illinois asks unani­
mous consent to extend his remarks in the RECORD. Is there ob­
jection? 

There was no objection. . 
2.Ir. CHUMP A..CKER. 1\Ir. Chairman, the river and harbor 

bill now before the House for consideration carries the largest 
appropriation and authorization of any bill of its kind in the 
history of the country, and in my opinion it is the most eco· 
nomical river and harbor bill that was ever reported to the 
House. I say it is the most economical because, iii my judg­
ment, the people of the country will receive more substantial 
and permanent advantage for the money it appropriates thaD. 
they haye received from the appropriation of any like sum at 
any time heretofore. I base these commendations of the pend­
ing bill upon the wise business policy which it embodies. 

The bill provides for the appropriation of $35,000,000, in round 
numbers, and it authorizes the Secr·etary of War to enter into 
contracts for the completion of improvements that have been 
decided upon to the amount of about $48,000,000 in addition. _ 

It has been the custom in years past for Congress to enact a river 
and harbor bill only once in two years, and measured by that 
cu tom the appropriation carried by this bill will cover a period 
of two years, and the contracts authorized by the Secretary of 
War will run until the several improvements contemplated by 
the measure shall have been completed. Appropriations will be 
made from time to time in the future to pay the contract obli­
.gations as they mature, and these authorizations may run over 
a period of six, eight, or possibly ten years; so while the bill 
seems to create a liability upon the Government for $83,000,000, 
$35,000,000 are to be expended in the next mo years and the 
balance is to be paid upon contracts as the contract work pro­
gre ses, and the appropriations will be spread out over several 
years to come. 

I desire to emphasize the business value of that feature of the 
bill which authorizes contr&cts for the completion of river and 
harbor improvements that have be~n decided upon. Everyone 
knows that when an improvement is to be made it can be made 
at much greater advantage and much less expense if a contract 
can be let at the outset for its completion. The firm or company 
that takes the contract may make calculation for the entire 
undertaking and can prosecute it systematically and in a busi­
nesslike manner to the end. The pi·actice heretofore has been 
to determine upon and authorize an improvement that may cost 
a number of million dollars in the aggregate and that may take 
five or six or eight years for its completion, and to appropriate 
such a sum of money as may be reasonably expended within the 
first year or two without authorizing the Secretary of \\ur to 
make a contract for the entire work at the outset. Under that 
policy the Secretary of War, who is charged with the expendi­
ture of all river and harbor appropriations, would authorize a 
contract to the extent of the first appropriation, and the con­
tractor-would enter upon the work according to the plans adopted 
by the War Department and carry out his contract to the extent 
of the available money. The next Congress would appropriate 
another sum, say, a hundred or two hundred thousand dollars, 
and a new contract would be entered into to take up the work 
where the :first contractor left off and continue it as far as that 
appropriation would justify; and then another Congress would 
make still another appropriation of a hundred or two hundred 
thousand dollars, possibly, and still a third conh·act would be 
let to begin the work where the second conh·actor left off and 
carry it along as far as the available appropriation would per­
mit, and thus on to the end, so that a particular improvement 
involving the carrying out of one definite project would be cut 
up into piecemeal and possibly be let to three or four different 
contractors. 

After one contract had been carried out the work that had 
been done might deteriorate by the wind and the waves, and 
the succeeding contractor would be required to spend a con­
siderable part of the fund then available in restoring the work 
done by his predecessor. I know of several harbors that have 
been constructed upon that plan, and it is the most extrava­
gant and wasteful policy conceivable. The Government can 
save from 25 to 50 per cent in · the cost of many river and 
harbor improvements by the plan embodied in the pending 
bill-that of authorizing the Secretary of War to contract with 
a responsible :firm for the completion of the work at the be­
ginning. This feature of the bill can not be too strongly em­
phasized nor too highly commended, and the country doubtless 
will realize its obligation to the able members of the River and 
Harbor Committee for putting its public work upon a business 
policy that is so manifestly wise and economical. 

If the bill contained no authorizations the contingent liability1 

against the Government would have been as much greater as 
would be the increase of cost of doing the work by the old 
pjecemeal method, for having decided upon specific improve­
ments and made appropriations for their partial construction, 
the Government would, of course, make further appropriations 
from time to time for the completion of the improvement , so 
the unusual magnitude of the bill is apparent only and not real. 
There is a habit of random criticism of river and harbor bills 
by a portion of the public press, based, perhaps, upon an uncle­
fined impression that much public money is appropriated for 
improvements that have no commercial value. It may be that 
in years past this class of bills were open to that kind of criti­
cism, but for the .last ten years every appropriation for river 
and harbor improvement has been rigidly scrutinized and they 
have all been found wise and judiciou . No expenditure of 
public money has yielded a greater return in advancin..., the 
prosperity of all parts of the country, and the pending bill has 
been p1·epared with great care and discrimination. 

The large appropriation and authorization carried by the 
pending bill are justified by the growing importance of the 
transportation problem. Never in the history of this Govern­
ment has transportation been so vitally connected with produc-
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tion and prosperity as it is at tlle present time. Railroad lines 
wllicll are the chief reliance of the .great producing interior, have 
insufficient facilities for the accommodation of the stupendous 
volume of production, and the uncertainty of h·ansportation 
:mel tlle lligh rates required in many instances very seriO'lJSly 
embarrass enterprise. · Transportation and the exchange of com­
moclitie.· are as vital to tlle problem of production as the crea­
tion of tlle commodities themselves. An article is of no value 
wllere it llas no means of reaching tlle consumer. ~'here ·is a 
cry tllrougllout the length and breadth of tlle country of a lack 
of railroad cars to transport tlle great volume of produce and 
manufactures, and any expenditure that tends · to increase tlle 
facilities for tran,·portation and to reduce freigbt rate's must 
give a great stimulus to manufacture and all other lines of pro­
duction tbroughout tbe country. 

'rhe farmers are peculiarly intei·ested in tlle improvement of 
harbors and waterways. .As a rule the prices of farm products 
depend upon foreign prices, and the cost -of transportation · from 
tlle farm to · the foreign market is a vital question. During the 
last thit:ty years facilities for transportation have so increased 
and freight rates llave been so reduced that notwithstanding 
there bas been a general decline thremgllout the world in tbe 
price of food products, yet tbe price of products on the farm in 
the Mississippi Yalley have gradually increased. The increase 
of facilities for transportation and the reduction of the cost of 
sending meats and grains from the farms to the European 
markets have more than offset the general decline in the world's 
markets of the prices of foodstuffs. Under existing conditions 
almost every unnecessary element of expense in the transport..'l- · 
tion of wheat from Dakota wlleat fields to the markets in Liver­
pool llas been eliminated, and the farin price is closer the 
Liverpool price to-day than it ever was in the history of the 
Government. This condition illustrates the great importance of 
still further improying facilities for transportation in tlle hope 
of still further reducing the freight rates from the farm to the 
world's market centers. · 

Om;· volume of production bas come to be so tremendous that 
the present railroad facilities are not sufficient to accommodate 
it all without great delay and embarrassment. Ocean trans­
portation rate have declined very materially during the last 
thirty years. This decline has been brought about in numer­
ous ways, among others the increase of the capacity of the 
great ocean freigllters. 1\Iany of the boats now engaged regu­
larly in the foreign trade draw 35 feet of water, and it has be­
come necessary to deepen the llarbors at all the principal ports 
of the United States on both the .Atlantic and Pacific coasts. 
Transportation on the Great Lakes has revolutionized during 
the last twenty years. Long ago boats of one and two thou­
sand tons capacity were doing the principal part of the busi­
ness, but to-day tllere are great iron steamers carrying 10.000 
tons and upward of freight, and this change requires a deep­
ening of harbors and. greater improvements of existing water­
ways to accommodate the large modern ships . 

.A number of years ago the German Empire began to realize 
the importance of the construction of canals and waterways 
from the coast to tlle interior, and to-clay the great waterways 
leading into the interior of Germany are the chief means of 
tran ·portation of. tllc product'S of the farm and factory to for­
eign countries. Hundreds of millions of dollars haye been ex­
pend.ed by that Government for the consh·uction and improve­
ment of internal waterways, and the growing prosperity of 
the farmers and. manufacturers of Germany is the highest en­
comium that can be passed upon its transportation policy. We 
expend over a hundred million dollars a year in building up and 
maintaining a nayY, but the expenditure does not exceed $25,-
000,000 a year for the improvement of rivers and harbors. We 
feel a just pride in our splendid Navy, and look upon it as the 
chief source of national defense and the protection of our com­
mercial rights upon tlle high seas. It is of equal importance 
that we employ every reasonable means at our command to in­
crease the facilities for h'ansportation, and thereby multiply 
our commerce not only at home, but abroad, in order that there 
may be a yaluable ocean commerce for the Navy to guard and 
pi'otect. 

The State of New York is expending over a hundred million 
dollars for the improvement of the Erie. Canal with a view of 
connecting the Great Lake witb the ocean. This vast sum is 
to be leYied upon the taxable property of that one State alone. 
TlJe people of the Empire State realize the vast importance of 
proYiding for water transportation wherever it is practicable. 

Tlle people in tlle Mississippi Yalley have a peculiar interest 
in tlle t1l'oject, that is now so generally discussed, of establisb­
ing a ship canal from tlle Great Lakes to the Mississippi River 
and to tbe Gulf of. Mexico, and th~ people of tbe district I ha-ve 
the llonor to repre ent are especially alive to the importance of 

this great undertaking. Nothing would so stimulate manufac­
tures in and a.bout the city of Chicago as tllis great addition to 
the means of h·ansportation and that important outlet not only 
to the Southern States, but to the markets of the world. ViTitb . 
a ship canal from Lake 1\licbigan to tlle Gulf of 1\le:x:ico all 
products througllout the l\lississippi Valley, and particularly 
within a radius of 200 miles of the city of Chicago, would 
materially increase in value. Ships would be loaded with cargo 
at the city of Chicago and carried by water trans110rtation to· 
all the markets of the world. It would open up the markets of 
the North to the people in the Southern States. It would be a 
great impetus to interior manufacture. · Boats laden with cargo 
from the city of Chicago would distribute products along the 
lower :Mississippi River a.nd at New Orleans and would return 
with products of the Southern States, particularly lumber, and 
lumber is an item of great importance to tlle pe<;>ple tllrougllout 
the entire Mississippi Valley. The white-pine forests of :llicbi­
gan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota have become exllausted. aucl tlle 
great hard-wood forests o~ Ohio and Indiana have long ceased 
to yield lumber for the country's markets. .The result is that 
manufacturers and builders are now required to import' lumber 
from the Southern States or the Pacific coast, and the cost of 
h·ansportation is so great under existing conditions as to mnkc 
the price of lumber so high that it greatly retards building and 
manufactures. With a deep waterway from Chicago into the 
Sontllern States the effect would necessarily be to materially 
reduce the cost of transportation of lumber from Tennessee, 
Mississippi, and Louisiana, and the reduction in price through­
out the entire Mississippi Yalley would be substantial, and e\ery 
farmer and eYery manufacturer would be direct beneficiaries. 

That great waterway would still further decrease the differ­
ence behyeen the farm prices of grain and meats and Liverpool 
price , and the effect would be to substantially increase tlle 
Yalue of every farm that would be touched by the influence of 
the improvement. · 

Its effect would be not only to increase facilities for h·ans­
portation and to open up the l\liddle West directly to the world's 
markets by \Vater intercourse, but to reduce and regulate rail­
road freight rates throughout the country, :ind it would im­
mensely stimulate the construction of factories in the l\lidclle 
Vi~ est. 

A few days ago I received a letter upon thi · ubject from 
Edward Rumely, of Laporte, Ind., written on behalf of the 
l\l. Rumely Company, an old, substantial, and prosperous manu­
facturing establishment at tllat place, an establishment that is 
engaged in the manufacture of traction engines, separators, corn­
shellers, and clover hullers. That institution sells its products 
in all the States of the Union and in foreign countries, and it 
apt1l'eciates the importance of improvements that will increase 
transportation advantages. Competition at home and abroad is 
becoming more exacting every decade, and tlie factories in the 
l\ficldle ViTest must in.crease- their advantages or they cau not 
hope to compete in the markets of the world. I send the letter 
to the Clerk's desk to have it read. 

The Clerk read as follo\v.s: 
Hon. E. D. CRUMPACKER, Was1lington, D. 0. 

D EAR Sm: You know that a bill is now pending before Congress tll'"'· 
ing an annual appropriation of not less than fifty millions fot· the hi'l­
provement of our rivers. We wish to call your attention to this mat­
ter, presenting our view of the same, and to ask, in case you agree with 
us in thinking that this appropriation would be to the interest of the 
~a{hLi~tybiYf your constituents, to do all in your power for the passage 

Manufacturers everywhere, and especially we, have suffered greatly 
· by the incapacity of railways to take care of traffic. At times some 
departments of our factory have been greatly hamp<'red by lack of raw 
materials. Then in shipping our goods we have great difficulty in 
getting them to destination. That is not all. Everywhere over the 
country farmers are unable to pay their notes because the crops are 
still in the fields; they can not sell them, or have been obliged to dis­
pose of them at a great sacrifice. We feel that something must be done. 
The needs for transportation are growing each year with the popula­
tion, but in addition to that each individual to-day requires mor·e tran:"­
portation than he would have if he had lived five, ten, or twenty years 
ago. 

The opening of the Iississippi River so as to secure water freight 
from Chicago down will be of great importance to the manufacturers 
of this district. As soon as the Panama Canal is completed it . will 
enable us to enter South American markets to the. best advantage. 
Land freight to New York and thence down is a roundabout and ex­
pensive way of moving our goods. 'Ihe presence of a waterway would 
also help us in moving goods from this part of the country to the 
Southern and Southwestern States. In fact, the time has come when 
it is almost imperative for the Central States grouped about J,ake 
Michigan to find a cheaper and readier transportation if they wish to 
hold their present rank as manufacturing centet·s. 

The timber of this district has been cut and lumber must be moved 
long distances, some of it that we use as much as 2,000 miles. 'l'he 
same is true of other raw materials. If this extra expense becomes too 
heavy it will favor other manufacturers located nearer the source of 
sqpplies and make successful competition almost impossible. 

The interests of the employees are identified with those of the manu-
facturers in this matter. · 

We trust that you will agree with us in thinking the passage of this 



2108 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE. FEBRUARY 1, 

bHl to tbe best interest of tbe majority of your constituents in this 
district, and that you will be able to use your infiuence in its favor. 

Very truly, yours, 
:XI. RUi\IELY 0., 

By EDWARD Ru.\IELY, Treasure1·. 
1\lr. CRU~IPA.CKEH. I commend the wise suggestions con­

t ained in that letter to eYery Member of the House. They are 
the result of years of business experience on the part of one of 
the most succ sful manufacturing establishments 1n the State· 
of Indiana. 

I do not know whether the engineering situation is such that 
onqre s would be justified in making a large appropriation for 

this enterprise at this time, but I do know that the people of the 
l\Ii sissippi . Valley with practical unanimity will insist in the 
near future that the Goyernment provide means for the estab­
li hment of that great waterway. No expenditure of an equal 
amount of money would add m(!re to the wealth and the taxable 
resources of the country, and in a single decade the Governinent 
would receive in the \\ay of revenues, as a result of the inci­
dental increase of production, many times more than the cost 
of the undertaking. The problem of handling the waters of the 
l\Ii si sippi River below St. Louis is one that belongs to science, 
nnd one about which there is considerable controversy, but I 
incerely hope that a practical way will soon be di covered to 

put the improvement in the course of early completion. 
1\fr. 1\.iADDE..c'f rose. 
The CHAIRMAN. How much time does the gentleman fl:om 

Illinois de ire? 
l\lr. :MADDEN. About forty-fiye minutes. 
1\lr. MADDEN. 1\Ir. Chairman, the river and harbor bill be­

fore the House provide for an expenditure of about $84,000,000.· 
Illinois contains about one-fomieenth of the population. of the 
United States and it is receiving in this bill the one hundred 
and sixty-eighth part of the amount appropriated. The city of 
Peoria, in Illinoi , alone pays oyer 30,000,000 annually into the 
public Treasury as internal-revenue tax. Chicago bas paid 
$50,000,000 toward the construction of the waterway which we 
have just been discu ~ing. .The State of Illinois offers this 
waterway, which requires no expenditm·e for maintenance, free 
of charge to the .Federal Government. There can be no excuse 
for not accepting it All we a k in retm·n is that the Federal 
Government extend this great \\Ork clown to the l\Iis i ippi 
River. 

:Much of the amount recommended by the Committee on 
Rh-ers and Harbors i calculated to develop and improve the 
commerce of the nation. There are many project recom­
mended which do not appeal to me as representing that economy 
&f expenditure which should be exercised in the improvement 
of our waterways, and yet it would perhaps be unjust to say 
thllt any recommendation made by the committee is not in­
tended to meet the ever-increasing demand for added facilities 
through which it may be hoped to cheapen the movement of 
freight. 

It should be . the policy of the GoYernment to enter upon and 
prosecute systematically the improvement of th~ interior \later­
ways of the country, so that the freight of the country might . 
be moved at the lowest possible cost. 

No expenditure of the people's money will, in my judgment, 
produce such telling results as that which may be used in the 
wise development of th~ country's interior waterways. It is no 
longer doubted by anyone that we haye neglected this feature 
of the country's development, until to-day we are unable to meet 
the ever-increasing demands for the movement of the commerce 
of the nation. 

The railroads in the early history of the country met every 
need of the people. They enabled the people to settle in the 
remote t places of the counb·y. They advanced civilization and 
cultivation and increased commerce. Through their civilizing 
influence the nation has prospered until to-day it stands at the 
head of the nations of the earth. The time has come when the 
people in their O\\D interests must Qreate facilitie by expendi­
tures from the National Treasury which can not be controlled 
by combinations of capital and which will in themselve l'egu­
late the price for the mo\ement of commodities a· well as 
afford the nece sary means of transporting the products of the 
people's labor, o that all may be afforded an equal opportunity 
to compete in an open, free, and fair field. · 

The people of the Central West are unanimous in the opinion 
that the construction of a waterway from the Lake to the 
Gulf hould be undertaken, and it was their hope that an ap­
propriation to begin the worE: would be recommended in the 
present bill. That they will be disappointed at the failure of 
the River and Harbors Committee to make such a recom-

. rnendation there iS no. doubt. That such a waterway would be 
of ine timable yalue to the nation no one will deny. That 
Congress intended some time in the future that such a water-

way "should be constructed is apparent; · or it would not hay·e 
ordered the expenditure of $200,000 for a survey to ascertain 
the feasibility of such a project. That it is f a ible admits 
of no argument. The Engineer Corps of the 'var Department, 
under who e direction the sun·e 'vas made, report th:lt it 
is, and that such a \\aterway 14 feet deep from tlle enu f the 
Sanitary District Drainage Canal, near Lockpoli, Ill., t St. 
Louis cm,1 be con h·ucted at" a co t of $31,000,COO. 

·The city of Chicago bas already created the nucleus of this 
great improvement. having constructed 40 miles of charm 1 lGO 
feet wide, 36 feet deep, and containing 28 feet of ·ater. nt the 
expenditm·e by the citizens of Chicago alone of· $-0.000, 0, a 
larger· sum than was ever expended by any municipality on 
earth for any similar purpose. 

It is now proposed to turn this OT"er to the Federal Gov­
ernment free of cost on condition that it extend this ship 
canal through the Desplaines Valley and Illinois River to St. 
Louis. 

The necessary increa e in the transportation fncilitie of the 
counh·y and the future pro perity of the State · boruerfng on the 
Mississippi Valley depend in a large measure upon this under­
taking. Further than thi , the whole counh·y i · clamoring for 
rate regulation, and no question before our people at this time is 
demanding greater attention. 

By opening up this great natural highway of transportation, 
the congestion of our railways would be relieT"ed and the que. -
tion ,of rate regulation in the · Mi i sippi Valley \\oulcl at once 
and forever be settled. 

The area to be directly benefited by this improvement con­
tains over 3!>,000,000 of inhabitants, or nearly one-half of our 
entire population. It produces over three-fourth of the food 
products of the country. The 1·apicl increa e in it· cornmer e 
and population makes it imperative that the needed relief be 
promptly afforded them. 

This proposed waterway is in no sen e a local or eve n ec­
tional question. All thoughtful men know that any great enter­
pri e thut tends to benefit any portion of our country must 
nece sru.·ily benefit the whole country. The manufacturer. of 
the East are ·as deeply interested in the completion of tllis great 
waterway as are the merchants, the shippers, the manufactm·~rN, 
and the farmers of the West 

The Committee on Ri\er and Harbors haYe con ider d it 
wise to refrain from recommending an nppropri·atiou for tilis 
project at this time for the reason that no .smTey has yet heen 
made of that portion of the project leading from St: Loui ~ 
to Tew Orleans by \\ay of the Mi issippi River, nnd it i.' their 
contention that no outlay should be. made until the fulle.~t 
inve tigation of the fea ibility of the plan from beginning to 
end hall be demonstrated; and the committee further ug~ . ts 
that, altbouglJ. the engineers of the War Department r (:om­
mended the feasibility of the project between Chicago and 
St Louis, another commis ion, selected at tlle iru;tauc of 
the Rivers and Harbor Committee, advise that it is not of 
sufficient ·commercial v;1lue to \\arrant the expemliture ; :md I 
am led to the conclusion from tatements made by the C'h~ir­
man of the committee that the action of t.he committee is t'nrgely 
based upon the report of the Commission, to tile effec.1: that 
tbe expenditure \\OUld not be warr:mted by the tonna" """llich 
might be originated along the line of the proposed waterway. 

I have the highest re. pect for the engineerillg ability of 
the gentlemen composing the Commi sion--on engineering que -
tions; but who is the member of the Commis ion who has had 
sufficient commercial experience to warrant . him in deciding 
a great commercial question? If the opinion of this ornmi -
sion is of such vast importance commercial! , one must wonder 
why it is that · they have not been called into the comrn rcinl 
life of the nation, \\here men of genius and experience are in 
great demand in the settlement of questions invoh·ing large 
expenditures of money, for which ability of the cbaract r re- . 
quired to decide such questions is compensated far beyonu any 
compensation ey-er receiT"ed by any of the men who COllll)D e 
the Commi ion. . 

It can not be aid that a man as a $900 clerk in a mu~ ty 
office in one of the Department buildings, surrounded by the 
cobwebs of a hundred year , having bad no contact with great 
public questions, is tit to decide the wisdom of ::m expenditure 
for the dev lopment ·of a great commercial enterpri. c. 

If his. wisdom is such that his opinion can be acted upon in 
matters of such great importance, he would be ought out by 
the men who have pioneered the great projects which have de­
veloped the commerce of the nation. Long year of training in 
a clerkship may qualify an individual to compile figures which 
are placed before him, to foot them up accm·ately and make 
b~autiful lines on paper, but his judgment would not induce 
the captains of industry to invest money in manufactures, in 
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agriculture, in commerce, in numng and milling. Tile men 
who e j ud(Tment is sought for in matters of this kind are the 
men who ha-ve made the nation great. These captaillS" of in­
dustry are lenders. in enterpri e, not clerk under ordeTs to· 
make reports at will-to reach conclusions made in advance for 
them. Captains of indu try are men who think in advance of 
their fellows, "·bo realize w.Ilat is needed to facilitate the 
commer e of the nation and to prepare fOl~ the coming neces­
sities of the increasing 11opulation, to build up, to manage, to de­
-velop, to utilize, to master, to sy ·tematize, and to, make for success. 

The highways of commerce are strewn with the wrecks of 
commercial enterpri ·es which have failed to make p1:oper proYi­
sion for the· growth and de-velopment of their business. Gov­
ernments, like individuals, nm~ t look to the future if tl'ley hope 
to liYe and prosper. · · · 

There is a uni-ver a1 demand for rate regu1.<ttion on all of 
our railways, and it is the general conyiction that the improve­
ment of our "·aterwa:rs i the heanest, quicke t, and best way 
to fore-ver settle tlle question. 
. The con :truction of suc-h a waterway as the one I propo e 
when completed w0uld be the strongest section that could be 
written into an interstate-commerce law. It is a secti-on about 
which there could be no legal eontrm·ersy. The Supreme Com>t 
could not miseon true its meaning. That it would regulate 
freigbt · rates no one can deny. That we must · regulate them 
everybody will aoTee. The policy of Go-vernment ownersbip 
mu t not be thouo-ht of, but the policy of regulation must be 

· enforced most rigidly ; and the best w!ly, in my judgment, to 
nforce it is by the construction a.iu.l conb:ol of waterw:tys 

throughout the interior of the nation. 
But the chairman of the committee says the plan is a new 

one; that it has not been long enough consid-ered to be under­
stood: and -when told that it bas been considered since 184-G be 
says t!.lat it has been too long considered. Which one of the po i­
tion. taken by the chairman of the committee is correct? He 
·nys that no project has been or will be considered except ncb 

us uu1y be recommended by this Board of Engineers. The 
Bon.r<l of Engineers which failed to recommend this project had 
nothing to do ·with making the suryey. The survey was made 
by engineers from civil life, n I understand it, under the direc­
tion f the War Department. They recommended the feasibility 

· of the project. 
TI"hat mysterious influence could ha-\e been u ed to induce the 

·Commi ·ion to ·report against its commercial value? The law 
authorizing the survey gave them no ucn power. It provided 
that a . urvey and report should be made on the feasibility of 
the project. That was as far as- the law autllorized the board 
to go. To go ful'ther was to n nme prerogati-ves which the 
board did not po sess. The a umption of suc.Il prerogatiye is 
a usurpation_ of power th-at ought not to be tolerated. 

They ay the tonnage originating i!? an indefinite and unknown 
quantity. True, it would be difficult to ascertain accurately 
wlmt the tonu..'lo-e over any propo~ed de\elopment mi:ghfbe. No 
liying ·man could determine that in advance. . 

·No one dreamed of the immense tonnage that would go 
through the Soo Canal w.Ilen it was first propo ed. In fa<;t, we 
are told 'that the engineers expressed serious doubt a to the 
probable finan ial success of that splendid enterprise when it 
was. fir t suggested, but yet cyerybody will agree to-day that 
the tonnage thTongh the Soo Canal is so enorruous that e-ven 
now large e.xpt:>nditures of money are necessary to create added 
facilitie for the movement of the \essels which are obliged to 
tie up for a week a.t a time in order to pass through this canal. 
0 -veT '"'0,000,00 tons went througll the Soo Canal last year 

It is aid that the cost of the construction of the waterway 
from the. Lake to the Gulf would be enormous. 'l'rue, the peo­
ple understand that such a waterway could not be con tructecl 
without the e. penditure of large sum of money, but they reganl 
it a a commercial nece sity; and capable, experienced busine s' 
men belie,·e that it will be worth to our country many times its 
esthnn ted cost. 

If the Committee on Rivers and HaTbors wished to be con­
sistent it would have recommended an appropriation for this 
great improvement. Other projeCts- haye been recommended by 
the committee, the commercial value of which have been recom­
mended again t by the War Department and its engineers, and I 
beg to call especial attention to the one at Cold Spring Inlet, 
Cnp.e l\Iay, New Jersey, of which the engineers have this to· say. 
I -am not going to read all the engineer · say, but I will content 
my elf with reading just that portion of \that they say in one of 
the concluding reports: 

'J.']]j s is a somewhat peculiar case, an unde\eloped port with abso­
lutely no commet·ce, lmt with Large possibilities of commercial impor­
tance. 'l'he district officer makes no re.commendation in this report as 
to the propriety of the National G.overnmen.t underta.kin.g the work of 

.making the channel entrance, and it appears to me to be a question 
solely for the wisdom of C"ongre s: 

General Mackenzie's report to the Secretary of War, dated 
J anuary 2, 1!)07, says : 

'VAX DEPARTllE... .... T, 
OFFICE OF THE ClliEF Ob' EXGI::>."'EERS, 

TVaslllington, Jamwry 2, 1907. 
SIR: I have the honor to submit herewith for tJ.·ansmission to Con­

gress reports of August 14, HI05, and December 15, 1906, with map, 
by Iaj. c: A. F. li'lagler, Corps of Engineers, on preliminary e.x.allli­
nation and survey, respectively, authorized by the river and harbor act 
approved 1\Iarch 3, 1903, of Cold Spring Inlet, Cape May, rew ·Jersey, 
with a view to se<mring a channel from the inside harbor to deep water 
and the creation of. a harbor of refuge. 

Cold Spring Inlet is on tile coast of New Jersey, a.Dout 3 miles- ea.Gt 
of the city of Cape May. "Within. the inlet there was- originally a 
natural basin about 6 feet deep and 60 acr~s in area. In the throat 
of tile .inlet the depth was 29 feet at mean low water, nnd on the- out­
side .a bar on which there was a minimum depth of 3.5 f-eet at low 
wate.r about one-half mile out. 'l'he present commerce of the locality 
by water is practically nothin"'. . 

PriYate business interests have purchased a considerable- tract 0f 
land near the inlet and are now engaged in filling it iJi for buildin~ 
and improvement purposes. The material for this filling is obtaim~d 
by dredging, and in this connection it is IJ!anned to enlarge- the na~u· 
ral basin inside the inlet to about GOO acres in area, with depths of 
from 30 to . 40 feet. Railroad and other interests propose to bu.lli­
head the shores of this basin and make the adja.~nt lands availahle 
for wharves, warehouses, -and commercial purposes generally. To 
complete thiS' elaborate plan for a safe landlocked harbor for com­
merce and of refuge, it is desired that the· General Government pro· 
vide a suitable connection between it and deep water in the ocean, so 
as to make the harbor acce. sible to seagoing ves els. 

In the investigaTion of tbis project the usual examination and sur· 
vey have been made and several hearings held. Tbe plan is entirely 
feasible from an engineering standpoint. but the proposition for the 
General Government to join with private intere ts in creating a har­
bor at a point wheTe- there is n.o pl·esent com.rnerce is an unusual one. 
As this- case may se-rve a a precedent in leading to a material chan~c 
in the policy of dealing wi"th new im~rovements, I concur in the views 
of the <livision engineer, Co1. Amos Stickney, Corps of Eno-ineers, that 
thi"R is a question that only Congress in its wisdom should decide. 

Should it be determined to authorize the work, I concur in. the views 
of the Board of Engineers for IUvers and Harbers that the plan to. be 
a-dopted be the least expensive one considered. This plan aims. to se­
cure a channel depth of 1;} feet at mean low water, at an. estimated cost 
of 95,800. In the opinion of the Boru:d this depth will afford facili­
ties for a considerable commercial development and determine to what 
extent the harbor will be used and what further demands will be put 
upon it. 

This concurrence with the Board is in. regard to the general object 
to· be attained. The details of the plan demand further consideration., 
and it is believed that they may very properly be left for determination 
when the work. i:f adopted, shall be actually un.der..tak.en. Experience 
at harbors on the Great Lakes where chan.nels are protected by paralle-l 
jetties justifies the Board's further recommendation that the bull<heads 
to. be built· by private capital should not be placed, as now planned, in 
practical prolongation of the jetties. us p-ropo ed, but should. diverge 
toward the bay, so as to give ro.om. for expansion of the waves dri-ven 
in from the sea. 

I am also in accord with the Board's views as to the conditions 
under" which any fund to be appropriated l>y the United States should 
become available. 

Yery respectfully, i U.tcKE..-_rziE, 
. Brig. Gelb., Ollief of Engineers, u.S. A.nnv. 

The SE"CRETART OF \'\'AX. 

'l'hen I wi h to read tbi aclveTtisement of the rear estate com­
pany which owns and controls Cape May. 'l'hey have sent out · 
a beautiful calendar entitled 'Cape l\lay City, N. J., for health, 
wealth,. and recreation. Cape May Real' E tate Company." Then 
they ha,·e a map on the back of the calendar pointing out .the 
lot . Tben they have a list of lots, giving the size, and theH 
they proceed to say in their advertisement thi : 

Pittsburg avenue, extending from beach to Schellenger's landing. is 
100 feet wide; a magnificent boulevard. 'l'itle absolutely clear and 
perfect,. guaranteed uy the Guamnty Title and Trllilt Company. of 
Pittsburg, Pa., and policy of life insurp..nce given free with every deed. 
The property re-presented above, owned by the Cape fay Real Estate 
Company, is being developed into the finest and most superb seaside re­
sort in the world. 'l'he tl-a.ct comprises u 400 acre . including 500 acres 
of land-locked harbor, in. which.· great public and private interest is 
centered. 

.Mark you! 
·· The Congress of the nited States has ordered a survey for the pur­
pose of making an entrance from the ocean to the harbor: The property 
has an ocean frontage of nearly 3 miles. The work of development now 
progressing is of such great IIL-c'l.gnitude a.s to astound everyone and has 
brought great and growing enhancement to property values in. Cape 
May city. "atch it gl'OW this year a never before. 

l\lark you~ 
Watch. it grow. 
One would imagine it was one of tbo~e glittering udyertise-

ments for the sale of stock in a gold mine. · 
The two llJ..rgestJ dredging companies- in the United States, · the At­

l:mtic, Gulf. and Pacific· Comp:m.y,. of New York, and the Fru:st-Clark 
Dredging Company,_ of Baltimore, are under ·contract with the Cape 
l\1ay Real Estate Company and are operating a number of dredges day 
and night. dredging: the immense harbor and fi-lling the adjacent prop­
erty with the material removed. 

And mark this : 
Shrewd real-estate· investors from many sections of the United 'tates 

show their faith in. this proposition by purchasing Cape May property. 
J"oin the procession and get some of the great fortunes that are being 
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made here. Do not delay if you want to get the largest returns on 
your investment. Get in line for profits ure to be made in Cape May 
city. l\lany people are buying lots by mail. 

Just think of it.. Tlle Government of the United States is 
making a urvey, and people are induced thereby to purchase 
lots by mail lest they might not be able to get in in time to get 
the large benefits to be deri\ed from the money to be expended 
from the NatiQnal Treasury. 

You can do likewise. lf you can not personally vi it the property or 
our offices, we assure you we will make the best selection possible. Don't 
delay or you will miss a great opportunity. 

SO:\lf< OF THil GREAT ATTRACTIOXS OF CAPE MAY CITY". 

unquestionably the safest and most magnificent beach in the world. 
Miles of finished driveways, level as a floor; automobilists' delight. 
Drives far inland are superb through picture que country. Boating and 
fishing unexcelled. Hunters' paradise; game in great variety and 
abundance in surrounding country. Climate ideal: cooler in summer 
and warmer in winter than any other New Jersey seaside r e ort. Pur­
est water from artesian wells inland. Cape May adjoins the fast lands . 
Fruit and vegetables of all descriptions grow nearby. 

To the e and other favoring natural attractions the Cape l\Iay Real 
Estate Company is adding immensely important municipal impt·ove­
ments, including a model sewage-di posal plant (completed), graveled 
and sewered stt·eets, s idewalks. and curbs. In cooperation with the city, 
an ocean bulkhead, board walk, and beach drive were constructed along 
the entire ocean front. A grand improvement; everybody says so. 
Greater ones under way. 

The Goyernment i going to · spend millions on the impro\e-
ment. oine in before it is too late! 

You and your friends want to take advantage of this great money­
making chance. "\\ri te us and we will give you detailed information. 
This is the chance of a lifetime. Snap it up for profit making. As 
our improvements progress. this property will become immen ely val­
uable to first purchaser·. You can become one now. 

Now, this i yom· opportunity. Come in before it is too lute. 
[A11pluu e.] Mark you, this i the thing for the improyement 
of which the Go\ernment is spending million . Here is a place 
where great traffic originates. This is the place that needs the 
aid of the Federal GoYernment in order that na\igation may be 
aided, in order that commerce may be improyed, in order that it 
may meet the demands of the growing population of the nation. 

Investigate and be convinced that here's fortune for you. Surer, 
>afer than a ~old mine. 

How could the committee pas such a plac as this ·wit!Jout 
making a contribution . from the public Trea ury toward its 
de\elopment? 

What an inviting pro pect. How certain one is of a fortune 
if t!Je Goyernment will bat pend its millions there. There i 
no money to spare for a great commercial waterway, while II!il­
lions are wasted on a private enterprise. 

Gentlemen, I submit that if this is a proper improvement for 
which to expend public money, that the improyement ad>ocated 
by tbe people of all of the States of the Central West bas re­
cei\ed but cant con ideration at the hands of the men who 
repre ent the Committee on RiYers and Harbors, supposed to be 
gi\ing fair con ideration to eyery question that means advance­
ment to our commerce and the deyelopment of our country. 

It is strunge that $1,200,000 or more should ba\e been appro­
priated for uch a project under such circumstances, ,yitllont 
any eyidence whatever that there ''ould ever be any tonnage 
originating at the point. of the impro\ement to warrant tlle 
expenditure, and yet the recommendation is made, eYidently, to 
accommodate a lot of people who are interested in a priyate 
enterpri e; made, doubtle. s, to accommodate the Pennsyl,ania 
and Reading Railroad , who seem to be preparing to erect ter­
minal at the site of the proposed impro\ement. 

'.rhe deep waterway from the Lakes to the Gulf can not be 
aid to be one in '"hich pri-"rate enterprise is interested. It is 

a project for the de\elopment of the commerce -of the nation, 
in which the people of the na.tion alone are \itally interested. 

We are spending millions of dollars for the construction of 
t!Je Panama anal. I. it proposed that when this canal is com­
pleted that the grain fields of the country, that the. mines, tlie 
fnrms, the factories of the· nation are to be excluded fr,om its 
us , or is the expenditure wllich is being made for the consttue­
tion of this gigantic project being made only for the accommo­
dation of the hiDpin(J' of foreign nations? 

It is proposed soon to call up a, ship subsidy bill for the con­
sideration of the Hou e. The people of the ~fiddle West feel 
that eyery ection of the nation should be given equal oppor­
tunity to enjoy the privileges which the e tabli hrnent of lines 
of shiJ)S under . uch conditions might afford, and if. the country 
that surrounds the ~Ii sissippi Valley is denied the privilege of 
. ·ending it products by water to meet the ship that are to sail 
from outhern ports into South American republics. it can be 
seen that they would naturally be oppo eel to the granting of 
such subsidies. 

The time ha come '"hen the people of the :Middle " 7 est will 
demand consideration at the hands of the nation's legislators. 
Demand it because their claims are ju t; demand it because the 

country embraced within the .Mississippi Valley is capable of 
prod.ucing more from its mines, fields, forests, and it. · farms 
than any other similar area in the nation; demand it because 
water is recognized as the cheape. t transportation known to 
commerce; demand it because the nucleus of this great water­
way is already constructed and ought to be utilized; demand it 
because every city on the Great Lakes will be able to hip 
direct to the ocean. 

I trust the following amendment, "llich is pending, will IJe 
adopted: 

Towat·d the construction of a navigable watet·way 14 feet in depth, 
the locks, however, to be so constructed as to permit of a depth of 
water of 21 feet over the miter sills, from the south end of the 
channel of the Sanitary District of Chicago neat· Lockport, III., bv way 
of the Des Plaines and Illinois rivet·s, to the mouth of said Illinois 
River, and from the mouth of the Illlnois River by way of the Missis­
sippi River to St. Louis, Mo., in accot·dance wi th the report submitted 
in IIouse Document No. 103, l!'ifty-ninth Congress, fir t session, 
'5,000,000: P1'0'I: ided, That a contract or contracts may be entered into 

by the Secretary of War for such materials and work as may be nec­
es. ary to complete said navigable waterway, to be paid for as appro­
priations may from time to time be made by law, not to exceed \n the 
agaregate $2G,OOO,OOO exclusive of the amount herein appt·opriated. 

That the necessity for . ucll an improvement -as this deep 
waterway from the Lake to the Gulf exists can be evidenced 
in no better way than by the statement of Mr. Jame J. Hill, 
president of the Great Northern Railroad, which i as follows: 

The business ·of the United States is to-day so congested that from 
ever y portion of the country arises clamor for relief. The railroads 
eYerywhere are taxed beyond their power. '£be people of the Pnited 
States, therefore, are face to face with the gt·eatest business problem 
that has ever threatened the nation. During r ecent years the volume 
of busine s has increa ed and is increa ing with extraordinary rapidity, 
while the n ecessary additional trackage and terminals have not been 
equal to the demands upon them. 'l'he re ulting s ituation is a freight 
blockade of enormous proportions, espeeial ly at all terminal point . 
How to r emedy this is a problem, financial, mechanical, and physical. 
No time should be lost in applying such measures of r emedy a s may be 
possible, and the 1irst step toward this is to reach a proper understand­
ing of actually existing conditions. The following figures, compiled 
from the official reports of the Intet·state CommHce Commis ion, and 
covering the growth of the railroad business for the last ten years, 
exhibit the significant facts: 

Total single-track mileage . _ ......... __ 
LocomotiYes. _____ .. . .... _. _ ........... . 
Pa enger car __ .. ___ . _ ........ _ ..... _. _ 
Freight cars ..... . . .. ......... ____ ..... . 
Pa enger mileage .... __ . ___ .. _ ... __ ... _ 
_Freight ton mileage ................ .. .. 

1 95. 

180,657 
35,699 
33, 112 

1, 196,119 
12, 188, 446, 271 
85, 227' 515, 891 

1905. 

218,101 
4 ,357 
40,713 

1, 731,409 
23, 800, 149, 436 

186, 463, 109, 510 

Increa e. 

Pa cent. 
21 
35 

' 23 
45 
95 

11 

These figures show the cause of delay in the national traffic moYe­
ment which threatens to bring industry to a standstil l. \\'ith in the 
last ten years the volume of railt·oad bu iness in this country ha in­
crea ed over 110 per cent. Meanwhile the railroads have endeavored. to 
meet it; for, while the increase jn locomotives bas been 3u pet· cent in 
number, and in freight cars of all cla se 45 per cent, the substitution 
of larger cars for smaller, better method of loading and incr ··aRe in 
weight of locomotive , have gn•a tly added to the can-ying capacity of 
the railroads so far as rolling tock is concerned. Moreover. equipment 
is being increased as rapidly as capital and labot· can do it. 'l'be car 
manufacturing establi hments of the country have all the ord r s they 
can till for a year ahead. ~'be locomotive works are equall y busy. 
'£here are and will be cars enough to carry the country's traffic if the 
cat·s can be moved, but engine and cars must have tracks npon which 
they may run. 

A stL·iking tale is told by the stati tics of raill'Oad building in the 
nited States. Not only is it tme, as stated above. that there has 

been in the ten years ending 1904 an increase of but :n pet· cent in 
mileage, but the most imprel's ive fact is that railrbad building ha , 
within a generation, fallen off just as the demand upon trackage has 
increased. At this moment. whf'n that demand is gt·eatcst and the 
whole country is clamoring for relief, it is the mallest in year . The e 
are the figures: 

I 
Increase. Increase Total 

mileage. Amount. Per cent. p~~!~-
-------------------------------:---------1------- ------- -------

1870. ···- -----. -·- .... - ........ ··- - ... -. 
1 0 ----·--·------····------ "····-··----
1900 ······-·- -· ......... ········-·--· · ·· 
1904 ... - ..... -- - ..... - . - .. _- .. - .... -- . -- -
1906 (e timated ) ..... .................. . 

52,398 
93, 671 

163,597 
213,904 
220,000 

40, 773 
69,926 
50 307 

6:250 

77 
74 . 6 
30.75 
2. ·9 

Per cent. 

7. 7 
7.46 
2.19 
1.45 

'l'he limit of service of a common carrier has been r eached when it 
has moving at all times over its sy tern as many cars as can !Je run 
upon its tracks with safety, and transferred and distlatched f rom its 
t erminal s and junction points without unreasonable delay. lleyon d 
that point increase of bnsine s can not be h andled by increa in~ cars 
and engines. The disparity between the growth of traffic a nd 1 be 
additions to railroad mileage and the extension of tenuinals, . hown by 
new mileage of less than 1~ per cent a yeat· since 1904, t o take care or 
a traffic increase averaging 11 per cent a yea r for ten years past, pt·e-
sents and explains the r ea l problem. .. 

The be t judgment of many con ervatiYe raiii·oad men in the country 
is that an immediate addition of not less t han G per cent per annum to 
the railroad trackage of the country ·for, say tiv year , s hould be made 
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to relieve the situation and. put an end to u·nreasonable delays in the 
transaction of bustness. . . . 

Im-esti!!:ations recently made by public officia~, and facts accessible 
before those investigations, disclose that the railroads of the country 
ha>e been endeavoring to meet -the growrng demand :UPOn ~hem. _In 
order· to handle this enormous addition of 110 per cent ill busillcss With 
only 21 per .cent more track, they have utilized as never before the carry­
in<>' capacity of each mile. Not only were there 35 per cent more loco­
mgtive and 45 pet· cent more cars in service in 1005 than in 1805, but 
each en .... ine and car did much more work. The passenger-miles trav­
eled per "locomotive increased from 1,218,067 to 2,043,553, or more than 
68 per cent and tile ton-miles per fl'eight locomotive fr-om 4,238,8~1 to 
6 GOO 700 or more than 57 per cent. Trains run faster, cars are larger, 
Iocomotiv'es are more powerful, a:nd methods or ~andling the business 
have so improved as to increase the general · efficrency .. Only by these 
improYements has the disparity between trackage and busmess done been 
prevented thus far from creating widespread S?-ffering an~ loss. Only 
thus has the country been enabled to do a growmg work With an almost 

staJ~~rth~ ~~~~{~eof business grows and deepens. It is not confined _to 
any section of the country. And it is in the great centers that the ill­
adequacy of terminal facilities makes the pressure most _severe and pre­
vents the free flow of na~c. _The G~eat N~rt~ern .~ailway_ Co!fipany 

· has thirty-four switch eng:illes ill. use ~ the. Twm Cities, while It uses 
only twenty-eight engines m hauling freight mto and out of the f:!ame. 

No additions to eqrupment and no increased efficiency in operation .can 
take the place of the imperatively required new trackage and termmal 
facilities . . The country must have, as rapidly as it can be built, addi­
tiona1 tracks and terminal facilities, of which it stands in such need 
to-day. Suppose. that only 25 per cent additional track with necessary 
terminals and equipment is to be built during the next five y~ars ; for 
with less. the country can not escape severe d1stress a?d busilless de­
pression can not conduct promptly the volume of busmess even now 
in si"'bt: Our total railroad mileage is about 220,000 miles. A 25 per 
cent "'increase would mean the building of 55,090. mile_s of new ~rack, 
much of which would be additional tracks to ensting llnes ; and If five 
years were allowed for the work it wo~d be necessary . to build 11,000 
miles each year. But that is not all. One-third would have to be 
added to this amount for terminal and passing tracks. Add 33 per 
cent to 55 000 miles and the total is 73,333 miles; or, say, before the 
end of five' years; in i·ound numbers, 7~,000 miles of track as the ~·equir~­
ment for the country to meet immedmte needs. As ~ost of this a~dl· 
tional track would be built where traffic is heaviest, for double-trackmg 
existinoo lines it must be expensive work. Grades should be lowered, 
CUI·va~re reduced, and highway and other bridges built and exp~ve 
terminals created. . 

1'\o practical man would accept a contract for furnishing the facilities 
required. including additional equipment and terminal facilities, for less 
than $75 000 per mile. The question of terminals alone is almost pro­
hibitive. ' Terminals now in use were acquired when property was cheap 
and can be enlarged only by heavy outlay. In many citie~ it is not _even 
a question of cost; since tbe area n~cessary to hand~e ra~road busmes.s 
properly is not to be ha_d at any price; does not exiSt w1th:IJ;t the _busi­
ness section where termmals must be located, unless the bnsilless Itself 
were destroyed to make room. The new work, then, would amount to 

5,u00,000,000 in round numbers, or a yearly average of $1,100,000,000. 
That is the sum which should be spent before the commerce of the coun­
try can be moved properly. It is just twice the total amount of the 
bonded debt of the United States after the close of the cLvil war. It is 
more than twice the entire currency in circulation in the country, and 
only a little less than twice the deposits in all the savings f>anks in the 
United States put together. That is the money that should be raised 
somehow, and that within the next five years if the business of the 
country is to escape prostration. 

A~ most all the complaints .made to-day, either by shippers or by oper­
ating railroad men, of -obstacles and dangers in transportation service 
are due to deficient trackage. The defect can be corrected only by build­
ing more track. 

'!'he movement of freight cars is more unsatisfactory to the railroads 
than it can be to their customers. The average. speed of a freight train 
is from 12 to 15 miles per hour. The average distance traveled by 
each freight car is about 25 miles per day. That is, the entire freight 
equipment of the country is employed to the fair limit of its capacity 
but two hours out of the twenty-four. On single-track lines freights 
must wait on sidings while passenger trains have the right of way, 
cars stand for days or weeks in yards or at transfer points awaiting 
their turn. 

It has come to pass also that the inadequacy of trackage takes heavy 
toll of life and limb. In 1895 the number of passenger miles traveled 
for every passenger killed or injured was 4,789,173; in 1905 it was 
2,1 4, 30. The ton-mileage for each nonpassenger killed or injured was 
2,278,438 in lS!>il and 2,201,011 in 1905. Yet during this time ca~s 
were being equipped everywhere with safety devices, and all the rail­
roads were exhausting ingenuity in guarding against accident. The 
terrible increase of casualties in proportion to passenger and freight 
mileage is part of the price the public pays for crowding business so 
that lt can be moved only at some sacrifice of safety. The situation 
appeals to all the traveling public as well as to every shipper and to 
evet·y man connected with the operation of railroads in this country. 

Our population is now increasing at the rate of more than 2,000,000 
per annum, and the growth will soon be· 2,500,000. The. demand upon 
the transportation systems of the country grows accordillgly. Almost 
everything that ministers to human necessity, except such products of 
the farm as are consumed on the farm, must be carried by the railroad 
for a longer or shorter distance. ·The total value of farm products 
themselves doubled in the thirty years after 1870, and is now estimated 
at almost twice the figures of five years ago. In the last -ten years 
the output of petroleum has more than doubled, that of pig iron in 
creased 150 per cent, and the value of manufactured products of the 
country rose from $9,372,437,283, in 1890, to 13,(}39,279,566, in 1900 
All the additions to our imports and exports, every activity in every de­
partment of industry, means just so much more work for the carrier 
systems of the country. And they, as to available trackage, are little 
better than at a standstill. For of the 4,000 or 5,000 miles that are 
built in a year, the greater part consists of feeders for main. lines 
and of roads pushed into new country for the -purpose of opening it up 
Neither will give relief to main thoroughfares or lighten the pressure 
on terminals. Both, on the contrary, add to the seriousness of the sit 
nation by creating more business for the overcrowded lines to h~mdle. 

The pressure of traffic increases in a con!;i:ant pTogression. It has 
reached its greatest severity just at the time when railroad construction 
is at the lowest ebb. Take the last fiye years, within which business 
has . been flourishing everywhere. The rise of new industries and the 

an on of old · ones the deve opment of the country as measured by 
~E in~reased busines~ of the l'o ·tal Department. all indicate the vol­
ume of the burden placed upon the ~·ailroads. The fo_llowing fig~t·~s, 
compiled from Poor's 1\lanual of Railr:oads, show _the _mten:;e activity 
of the last five years as compared With the declme m railroad con­
struction: 

1900. 

· Mile of railroad operated...... .... ... 191, 861 
Passenger mileage .. .. .. .. . . . .. . . . . . .. .. .. . . .. 16, 313,284, 471 
Freight mileage ... .. ........... _.............. 141, 162, 109,413 

1905. 

215,506 
23, 906, 420, 668 

187,375,621,537 

Increase. 

Per cent.. 
12.3 
4.6.5 
32.7 

The number of passenger miles traveled in this cotmtry for each mile 
of railroad in it, accordihg to these figures,_ has increased flO per cen~ 
in the five years, and the numbet· of - ton-miles for each mile of ti·a.ck 
has grown 18 per cent. As these percentages are calculated on the 
actual number of miles of road existing at the beginning and the end 
of the period, respectively, they measure ~he ad_ditional burden on every 
foot of track. It is no wonder that, With th1s extra work to do per 
mile. a work not equally distributed, but in some sections rising to a 
far hi<>'her ratio the limit of effective operation has been reached. The 
highest direction and the best economy is to have trackage, ~quipment. 
and other facilities properly adjusted to the volume of busmess, and 
then keep moving it in a harmonious and useful. wa-y. To any su~ 
system by which alone present di tress can be relieved and future diS· 
aster averted, more trackage is the first and most indispensable con­
dition. 

The problem and the necessity are ~normous. At 140 tons to the 
mile, it would require 2,000,000 _tons of s~ee~ rails every year. to furnish 
tne 15.000 miles of track reqmred. This 1s nearly two-thirds of the 
product of all the rolling mills in the nited States. It would _call 
for the labor of 200,000 men in -grading, besides trac:k layers, br!dge 
builders and others. Labor even for such extraordillary extenswns 
and improvements as are now being made is not to be had in su!ficlent 
quantities on any terms. And it demands, as has been seen, the mvest­
ment in permanent railroad plant of $1,100,000,000 a year for five 
years to provide the railroads of the country with means to handle 
properly the business already in sight, not a~lowing for future. g~owth. 
'l'his is the real railroad problem of. the Uruted States; and 1t IS one 
which people have been singularly slow to perceive and rel?cJ:ant to 
realize although it is written on every page of industrial statistics and 
calls to the passer-by from every signal tower, every siding; and every 
Pailroad yard from the Atlantic to the Pacific. To all appearances, the 
commerce of the country has touched a barrier which is almost in­
surmountable. 

Two remedies must be found. The prohibitory expense now at 
tached to onlargement of terminals at many points, and the absolute 
lack of available space at any price, may l;le met by a decentra!i.zati_on 
of traffic. There must be more points for export, more mtenor 
markets. A 15-foot can-al or channel from St. Louis to New Orleans 
would go fui'ther to relieve the entire Middle West and Southwest than 
any other work that -could be undertaken. Wi~ such a depth o~ water 
a single powerful towboat would carry from thirty to forty traillloads 
Terminal troublP.s admit of a more general diffusion of business, pennit 
ting trans:te.rs to take place and fm·warding to be done where land C2f1 
be secured in adequate quantities and at more reasonable prices. To this 
the traffic system of the country must be adjusted. The heavy trans 
fers must be made away for the larger cities. 

The construction account, however, is the first consideration. It is 
not by accident that railroa!l building has declined to its low~s~ within 
a generation, at the ve~·y time wh~n all ot~er forms of actt':1ty have 
been growing most rapidly. The illves~or oeclines to put his mon_ey 
into enterprises unde1· ban of unpopulanty, and even threatened by m 
dividuals and political parties with confiscation or transfer to the 
State. The withdrawal of capital from this field is one of the bottom 
causes of the great decline in raih·oad building at the very time when 
the arowth of the country in other respects has been most marked 
Ther~ has been no ime since 1893 when there was more difficulty in 
raising money for railroad purposes than at present . . This feeling must 
be removed ~nd greater confidence be mutufilly established if any con­
siderable po~·tion of the vast sum necessary is to be available for the 
work. 

·First there must be a realization by the country of the embargo upon 
business and of the fact that the cause is insufficient railroad trackage 
This fact bas, strangely enough, come upon the public by surprise 
Even now, and even among those who should be most alert and best 
informed there is little apparent comprehension of the despet·ate need 
that business already feels and that is expressed in delayed -:fi·eight 
car shortages, and ail the discomforts and injuries voiced by the com 
plaints of sllippers. Then there must be a. fair, intelligent, and lo_yal 
cooperation on the part of th_e_ 'Yhole people m what is for them. a v1tal 
movement to make traffic facilities equal to the demands. Nothmg com 
pares with this in magnitude or importance since the close of the war of 
the rebellion. It will take time, patience, and the expenditure of an 
enormous amount of money. The task of providin~ even modestly for 
the future ~s a colossal one. It not only involves gigantic physical and 
financial operations,- but it is conditioned upon a rational, just, and 
patriotic attitude upon the -part of the whole people. It will require 
the best thought and the best effort of this generation to avert the evil 
that now casts its shadow upon farmer, manufacturer, and merchant 
to arrest the progress of the paralysis that· is laying its g1ip upon the 
heart of commerce, and to restore the wholeseme cil·culation, without 
which there can not be life and growth in either individual or the 
Common wealth. 

The great States bordering on the Mississippi Valley are m 
earnest. Their people are aroused. They will demonstrate the 
untruth of the assertion made on the floor of this House that 
no public sentiment exists for this great improv-ement. Ev-ery 
body living in e1ery State bordering on the Mississippi Valley 
fa1ors this project. The State legislature of Illinois and the 
legislature of the State of .Missouri ba1e passed resolutions rep 
resenting the sentiment of the people of these States. . They 
favor appropriations for this improvement. They not only want 
this deep waterwny from the Lakes to the Gu-lf, but they fa1or 
the systematic improvement of all the waterways in the l\Iissis 
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sipt)i Valley, inc-luding tlle Missouri, the Ohio, tlle .i\Iissi. sippi, 
null all other Jltlvignble rivers in the country. I llave the figures 
.·!lowing the difference in cost of tran portation by water and by 
rail. 

l\IISSISSIPPI RH'ER, LAKES, AXD GULF COXXECTIOX-GREAT LAKES. _ 

Effects lJ( water rate cast on land mtc-Rates by lake anll canal com­
pared 1cith rates by 1·ail, Chicago to Sezo Yo1·k, to1· tzcenty yeat·s, 1886 
to 1905, by vears.a 

Year. 

1886 - --.- ..... - . - --. - ........ - .. - .. -- ... - -- ... - - -- ... .. 
1887----- ... --- ... - - ---- .. ----.---- .... - -- --· - -- .. -----
ll'iRS ............... : ........ -------------· -- · ----- ... .. 
1889 ·· -- ---- - - ___ . ______ · - ·--··-- - - --- -· ----------------

~g~::::::: :: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
1 92 .. ...... ........... . .......... ............ ---------
1 9'J ................................. . ............... .. 
1894 .. ---·-- -- -- -.-- ... ------- .......... : . . -..... --- .. . 
1895 -····----- ------· -· ·-------------- --- -·--··· -·-· - --
1896 ..... - ... -- ....... - --.---- - -· ...... -- .... - ---·- ... . 
1 97 .............. ..... .......... .. ............ ...... .. 
1898 ....... .. - ........ -............... -............. - .. 
1 99 .... . ............. . .............................. .. 
1900 •·• ··•• ·· ..... ·--·······-·· ·· -- ··· ··· ···- · -··-····· 
1901 ................................................. .. 
1902 ·· ·---··· ·-······-·· ·· ----. ·-··- ··--··-·-·---- -·--· 
1903 .......... ----.-- .. .... - .. -- .................. · .. .. . 
1904 ·- .......... .. - .................................. .. 
1905 ··- ······--··-···---------· ... : ...... -··-· · ···-··--

Wheat per nb 
bushel, Chi- b'• b~tgr;: -
caga to New us e ' . l· 
York, by lake ~ago to ~e~v 

and canal. l:ork, by rail. 

Cents. 
8. 71 
8. 51 
fl. 93 
6. 9 
5.85 
5.96 
5.61 
ti.33 
4. 44 
4.11 
5.38 
4.35 
4..4Z 
5.65 
4..42 
5.14 
5.25 
5.44 
4. 71 
5.51 

Cent·. 
16.50 
1il. 74 
14.50 
15.00 
14.31 

- 15.00 
14.23 
14.70 
12.88 
12.17 
noo 
12.32 
ll.5..') 
11.13 
b9.98 
b9.92 

b10.60 
bU.33 
b]l.11 
bU. 20 

a From reports of the New York Produce Exchange. 
b Rate fo1· domestic consumption. 

Tlle e figures are a complete answer to any argument against 
tlle ystematic improvement of the natural llighway of com­
merce, and prove conclusively that appropriations made for such 
a purpose are productive of results beneficial to all the peO})le. 
[Loud applause.] 

The CIIA.IRM.AX How much time does the gentleman from 
l\Iissouri desire? 

Mr. SHACKLEFORD. About twenty-five minutes. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is recognized for tn·erity­

fiye minutes. 
Ur. SHACKLEFORD. _ 1\Ir. Chairman, it is not often that a 

more important question come before Congre s than that ~Thich _ 
is now claiming the attention of this House. The life of com­
merce i. transportation. And certainly the country bas never 
been more in need of increa ·eel transportation facilities than at 
the present time. I believ-e that a false opinion has exi ted in 
Congre s as to what should be done with the waterways of our 
counh·y. It has been the idea of mo$t of the Representativ-es 
that we should depend upon the railroads to carry our commerce 
and expend all of our energies in the improv-ement and deel)en­
ing of harbors which constitute the terminals of the railroads. 
I believe, l\Ir. Chairman, l\Iembers of this House should begin 
to feel, as their constituents at home long have felt, that we 
should dev-elop not only-our harbors, but our inland waterways 
as well. l\ly friend, the gentleman from Louisiana [l\Ir. RA~s­
DELL], bas ac.h-anced the idea that there should be annual instead 

. of biennial appropriations for the purpose of improving our 
riv-ers and our harbors. In that yiew I most heartily concur. 
Every year· slwuld see a large appropriation pas ed for the im­
provement and for the extension ·of our waterways. It should 
not be a niggardly appropriation. I hav-e received letters from 
my con tituents, in great number, asking me to favor an annual 
riyer and harbor bill carrying $u0,000,000. I for one am ready 
to vote for an annual appropriation of $50,000,000, and if others 
,Till be as progressive as _I think I am we will v-ote double that 
amotlnt, and ay that every year shall see a river and harbor 
bill carrying $100,000,000. 

I do not belong to that number of this House, quite considera­
ble, who think that to improv-e our rivers and harbors it is neces­
sary to take away from the Government revenues that are now 
being -de-voted to other proper objects. I would improye our 
rivers and our harbors' as amply as their importance demancl'3, 
but I would not take ·it from the naval appropriation bill; I 
would not take it from the agricultural appropriation bill ; I 
would not take it from the other _necessities of the Government. 
I believe our revenues are ample for all these purposes if fru­
·gality is exercised. 

I belieYe, l\Ir. Chairman, that I am expre ing the \iews of 
the people of the United States when I advocate this large ap­
propriation for our _ "Waterway. . I believe that the :;\Jembers of 
this Hou. e who are afraid to support large appropriation. for 
this purpose do not fully understand the sentiment of the peo­
ple whom they repre ent . . 

I was impres ed yesterda-y, in listening to the gentlemau from 
Loui. iana [~lr. RA snELL], when he differentiated bet"·een the 
t"Wo kinds of river and harbor improvements that arc being 
made-one, the deepening of our harbors, whic-h of necessity 
amounts to increasing the terminal facilities of the railroads. 
This is a prover work and in all proper case. shall ha ye my 
support. But, l\Ir. Chairman, there has been a disposition to 
lag behind -in the impro,·ement of our interior waterways, the 
only means at the command of the people for fumishing coni­
petition in tranSportation rate . ·r have in -my posse sion a 
table compiled by the secretary of the Inter. tate ommer c 
Commission, showing the difference in rates whi h prevail be­
t'\Teen inland points and those that hav-e water . competition. 
For instance, take my own State. From the city of St. Louis 
to Norfolk, Va., the rate on fir t-class freight i 88 cent:~ per 
hundred, while from St. Louis to Guthrie, Okla. , it is $1.30 per 
hundred. From St. J;ouis to New Orleans the rate i DO cents 
per hundred. From St. Louis to Little Rock, only half the dis­
tance, the i·ate is 100 cents a hundred potmds. Half the dis­
tance to New Orleans pay a larger freight rate than the whole 
'distance. Why? Because the l\Iississippi River sern~s as a 
competitor for the railroads in carrying the product of the 
:i\lis. issippi Valley to the Gulf. All of this has been accom­
plished in spite of the obstructions in the neglected channel of 
the river. · 

We know that the number of s ·hemes that are pre sed U}JOU 
Congress, all worthy in themselves, is so great that it is a <lif­
ficult tal;k to take care of them all rapidly. We h:we heard n 
number of them discussed here yesterday and to-da:r-nmong 
them the "Waterway between the drainage canal from Chicago to 
St. Louis and from St. Louis to the Gulf. · 

We all favor that proposition. But, l\lr. Chairman-, I belieye 
I choo. e to count myself with that number who favor it as a 
.whole. I believe if you intend to have a water..,.·ay from the 
Lakes to the Gnlf it should be undertaken as a uuit and put 
through a . a unit. Complete ·ur\eys and estimates hould fir t 
be had, so that we may know just what it is we -are undertak­
ing and ."What it will probably cost. If 1-::1: feet of water from 
Chicago to the mouth of the Ui sissippi lUver is desired, I will 
give it my upport. If a greater de11th i.· de:iretl, I will vote 
for it. I am in favor of a liberal appropriation for the improve­
ment of the Mississippi River between St. Louis an<l Cairo. In­
deed, I believe that is the key to the situation of all of the :\lis­
sissippi Valley abo-ve the mouth of the Ohio RiYer. I beli • e the 
drainage-~·mal proposition depends for its succ s upon the com­
pletion of that portion of the l\li sissippi RiYer bet\Teen the 
mouth of the Ohio and the mouth of the 1\Iis. ouri. The same 
is true of the :Ali ouri River and its tributaries. . 

l\lr. Chairman, in the litHe time that I shall claim the at­
tention of this House I want to addre. . myself to a project 
which, considering its importance, ha. been neglected more 
than any other. I allude to the improv-ement or" the :i\lis ouri 
Ri\er.- It happened that when the explorers started out on this 
continent they first came to the Mi . is ippi Riv-er above it junc­
tion with the l\lis ouri, and to that accidental circumstnnce is 
clue the fact that it is called the :\li_ si. ippi Riv-er. The main 
tream is the Mis ouri Riv-er, rising in the Rocky Mountains, 

pa sing on to the Gulf, with the ~lissi sip11i simply it.· tributary . 
The Missouri River, from its source to its mouth below New 
Orleans, is the greatest waterway in the world. [Applause.] 
If it were properly im}Jroved, ocean-going ve sel could load at 
Sioux City and unload at Liverpool. 

The water is there. All that i. needed is the improyement. 
The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HEPB"C"RN], who aln·ay speaks 
interestingly if not encouragingly upon this subject, said it had 
been estimated that to improve the Missis ippi and the Mis. ouri 
rivers so that they would have a definite channel and nrry 
the commerce which waited for them would co t a hun<lred thou­
sand dollars per mile. What of it? Mr. hairman, ther nre 
railroads in this world that cost more than a hundred thou-

. sand dollars a mile to build them, and yet their construction 
were profitable enterprise·. If we could build a waterway 
from Sioux City to the Gulf of l\lexico at n hundred thousand 
dollars a mile it would be a cheap im·eshnent for thj Go . ern­
ment. Think of the v-a t commerce· that come out of the :\li ~ 
s issippi Valley. Why, 1\Ir. Chairman, think of the va t com­
merce that come out of the .Mi. ouri Yalley. Think what it 
would mean to that commerce, to the producers of that com­
merce, if this water tran portation could cut in two the rate 
of freight which they now pay. We have heard it said here 
that we are not in posse sion of the · revenues for these great 
enterprises. l\lr. Chairman, I say that we are. Let us tnke the 
money that is being poured into the Philippine I ·land let Ul? 
take the money that is being. poured into the public-building 
bill, let us take tile money that is being poured into the unnec-
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essary extrav-::tgances of this Government and we can make that 
the greatest waterway on the face of the earth. · 

Tile 1\lissouri HiYer bas l>een kept in the background so 
long. it has been neglect ed so long, that this House is not as 
familiar with the conditions tilere as it should be. 'Ve were told 
in Congres es gone by tllat that riYer Ila<l been taken off the 
ma11 · wilen we went into the RiYer. and Harbors Committee 
room to look at the map of tile waterways of tllis Republic, 
the };lissouri Ri>er was not to be found. 

It is yery na tural under such conditions that we along the 
banks of that stream are a little uncertain as to the policies 
we should adopt. I am not here to raise a quarrel with any­
body who differs from me as to. what should be done. At the 
beginning of the last Congress and again at the beginning of 
tilis I introduced a bill providing for the improvement of the 
Missouri R(,·er by the expenditure of $5,000,000 a year for a 
period of twenty years. It seemed to some that my proposi­
tion wa extrantgant; but, Mr. Chairman, a private corpora­
tion would undertake the building of a railroad through such a 
country as that, with such a commerce as is tlwre, and con-
shler it a moderate proposition. . 

Now, l\lr. Chairman, I was saying tilat we along the lUis ouri 
River h:we not been certain as to how we would again begin 
to get the l\lissouri Ri>er back on the map and provide· for 
its improvement . . I .introduced the bill to which I have re­
ferred. 1\Iy colleague from Missouri [l\lr. ELLIS], who is as 
ardently in favor of the improvement a I and who is a mem­
ber of the committee, had a more conservati>e >iew. 

He thought that the better thing to do was to get any sort of 
recognition the River and Harbor Committee would give to us. 
The River and Harbor Committee has reported the appropria­
tion in line with the recommendation of my colleague,' Mr. 
ELLIS. He got precisely what he asked for. I thought that he 
ought to have a ·ked for more. aud I think yet that be ought to Ila>e 
asked for more; but, l\fr. Clmirman, Ile, being on the committee, 
was charged with more responsibility than I, and he asked for 
the smaller and more modest ~ Ulll, and it Ilas gone on the appro­
priation bill. At the proper time I shall offer an amendment to 
increase that sum, but if it should not be increased I shall, for 
one, refrain from any criticism of the Rivers and Harbors 
Committee upon that ubject. I do not mean to say by that that 
I am content with the appropriation we ha>e received for that 
great stream, but I am thankful that the committee bas con­
~luded to again place it upon the map of those streams that are 
to receive appropriations for their improYement. 

In this connection I want to say, for the chairman of that 
great committee, that man whom I believe is more capable 
than any other Member of this House to handle this great bill, 
that he has shown a willingness to change the views he bas 
heretofore entertained in regard to the navigability of our river. 
lle bas shown a disposition to be just and to gi>e us the exact 
sum for which our representati>e on that committee ha..s asked, 
and to assure us that if we can develop commerce he is willing 
to progre ·s in the magnitude of the appropriation which we are 
to receive. Many of us are sorely disappointed that our sec­
tions have not recei-red the appropriations to which they were 
entitled, but I belie>e there is not a Member of this House who 
bas not unbounded confidence in the ability, fairness, fidelity, 
and disinterested patriotism of the chairman of the committee 
(1\Ir. BURTON] . 

There are two streams in my territory concerning which I 
desire to make some remarks. 

The first is the Gasconade Ri>er, which carries a commerce 
of 29,837 tons--in round numbers, 30,000 tons. It h·a•er ·es a 
portion of our State where there are not many railroads. It 
affords the only means of transportation for a large number of 
people who live in my district and the districts of my colleagues, 
1\lr. CLARK and 1\Ir. MURPHY. It is thG only means they ha>e 
of getting their products to market It is not in good navi­
gable condition, but it may be made so. My colleague, Mr. 
CLARK, and I conferred about this matter, and after a confer­
ence I introduced a bill asking for a small sum for its main­
tenance and for its survey. The committee has been kind 
enough to give us both. With a small expenditure the tonnage 
of that sh·eam can be multiplied tenfold in the space of one or 
two years. [Applause.] 

Another stream in my district is the Osage River. Before 
the war the State of Missouri undertook to provide for the im­
provement of that stream, and I believe at one time spent $70,. 
000 in that enterprise. There was a time when Governor Mc­
Clurg maintained a fleet of boats on that stream that carried 
the commerce from the Missouri River that supplied all the 
southwestern portion of om· State. · There was not then sim­
ply a boat but a fleet or line of boats constantly engaged in 
transportation. What was done then can be done now. If 
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commerce was carried then n.t an expenditure on the part of 
the State of $60,000 or $70,000. wilat could be done now if that 
stream was improyed as it ought to be by the General Goy~rn­
ment? 

The General Go>ernment has jurisdiction of tile stream; it 
belongs to the General Go>ernment; it is one of the streams 
tile GoYernment hould improye for · tbe benefit of the country­
not of l\lissouri alone. but for all the people of the land. It i-; 
a highway that should be kept up, a free highway, a Govern­
ment-owned highway, operated in the interest of the people 
without any embargo laid upon it tonnage. [Applause.] If 
the Governn1ent of the United State was willing, and if it 
were a proper thing to do, to turn that river o\·er to priyate 
capital, it would carry tilousands of tons of freight under snell 
impro>ement as private capital would be willing to put there. 
If priYate capital could dewlop that ri>er into a great highway 
cnrrying commerce of tile country, earning a handsome return, 
why could not tbe Government which taxes the people keep that 
high'i'i·ay in repair fo r the benefit of the people? [A.pplause.J 
You are willing to pour multitudino·us millions of dollars into 
the harbors Gf GalYeston, New Orieans, Norfolk, :Mobile, Pbila­
delpilia, Boston, and New York, and other railroad terminals. 
Tten, sir, why not make similar appropriations for the internal 
"·atenntys that the people may have relief f rom the extortion 
of the railroads? [Applause.] 

When X't·e show a willingness to vote appropriations for these 
harbor I think that other parts of the counh·y ought to show 
a willingness to . come to the aid of tile Mis is~ippi Yalley and 
gi>e us that greatest of r ate regulation, water transportation. 
[Applause.] From the White House down to the counh-y post­
office agitation has been going on in fa>or of tile r egulation of 
railroad. rates. Has it been done? I have just quoted rates 
sho,dng you that for more than 1,200 miles di ·tant from St. 
Louis to Norfolk, Ya., fir t-class freight is 88 cents a hundred, 
and that from St. Louis out to o·ur neighboring wn of Guthrie, 
Okla., the r ate is $1.30-nearly t'iyice as much fo r less than half 
the distance. Does your rate regulation correct t hat? Does 
your Interstate Commerce Commi sion give r elief? No. There 
is only one means, .Mr. Chairman, by which we can regulate the 
railroads as long as they remain private property, and that is 
by putting the w~terways in competition with them. [Ap­
plause.] I belieye there is no man here so unfamiliar with the 
conditions as to make it necessary that I should make a com­
pari on of rates between water point and nonwater points, but 
I will ask the indulgence of the House ·while I take some figures 
from the speech of my friend the gentleman from Mississippi 
[l\fr. HuMPHREYS]. Here are three towns in Mississippi equi­
distant from St. Louis-Yirtually so-and all reached b:.v the 
same two railroads, viz: Green-rille, Greenwood, and Winona, 
Miss. 

Greem·ille is on th~ · Mississippi River, Greenwood is on the 
Yazoo River, and Winona is not on any river. From St. Louis 
to Greenville the rate i 90 cents, from St. Louis to Greenwood 
the rate· is !>G cents·, and from St. Louis to Winona the r ate is 
$1.14. The difference between Green>ille and Winona is 24 
cents a hundred, quite an item in itself to pay for h·ansporta­
tion. It is . enough of itself to pay the transportation ; the ex­
cess that Winona pays is as much as the whole rate ought to 
be. ·why is it that Greenwood and Greenville enjoy that 
special advantage O\er Winona? It is because they are sit­
uated upon the lines. of water transportatiqn, and the people 
there get the benefit of it. Then, if that is true where the 
Mississippi River carries transportation below St. Louis it 
would be equally true if the Gusconade, if the Osage, and if the 
Mis ouri were put into such position that they could afford 
competition in transportation to the railroad companies. 

" Oh," somebody says, "water transportation is too slow." 
1\lr. Chairman, my home city is 125 miles from St. Louis. I 
knew freight to be loaded onto the cars in St. Louis this summer 
that required ninety days to bring it 125 miles. It was ninety 
days after that freight had been loaded into the cars in St. 
Louis before it was delivered. A bout could baye brougilt it 
at half the rate charged for it and could have delivered it 
within . twenty-four or forty-eight hours. Tilere is no valid 
argument which can be pre ented against the impro>ement of 
our rivers, and, l\lr. Chairman, we shall f all hort of our duty 
to our constituents if "iYe higgle about the amounts of the ap­
propriations that are to be made for that purpose. Let every 
man in this House be true to his constituency. Let us st.·md 
shoulder to shoulder with the gentleman from Louisiana [l\Ir. 
RANSDELL] and bring into this llouse a large annual.appropria­
tion for tq.~ betterment of these waterways. [Applause.]' 

1\Ir. GRAFF. Mr. Chairman, I am well aware of the difficul­
ties of a Member placing by amendment a large project u110n 
this great rivers and harbors bill, carrying as it does author-iza-
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tion of \arying degrees of merit to the extent of $83,000,000, to 
be distributed in differe:o.t parts of the United States. 

I am also aware of tbe implied obligations which arc upon 
Members who e communities ba\e received e\en trivial ·contri­
butions from the grand total sum. I am not here to deny there 
are numerous worthy projects. contained in this bill, and that 
the great majority of them may be entirely worthy of recom­
mendation, but I am here to seriously and emphatically criticise 
the failure on·the part of the Committee on Rivers and Harbors 
to recognize in a sufficiently substantial way the great project 
of ri"rer improvement creating a ship canal from the Great Lakes 
to the Gulf of Mexico. 

The distinguished chairman of the Committee on Ri"rers and 
Harbors yesterday remarked on the floor that it had not been 
considered sufficiently to warrant a conclu ion; that practically 
it bad not been before the committee excepting for a few 
months. If there bas ever been a question which bas received 
the thorough consideration of the people for almost a century 
without abatement of interest it has been the project of a 
deep waterway from the Lakes through the Chicago Ri\er, 
thence by canal to the Des Plaines River, on to the Illinois 
Ri\er, and thence through the lllis issippi Ri\er, and finally to 
theG~~ . 

.A.s early as August 1, 1674, Joliet found the soUI·ces of the 
Chicago and the Des Plaines ri\ers in a common pool of water, 
and wrote to his frienu, Father Dablin, as follows : 

A very important advantage, and one which some, perhaps, will find 
.it hard to credit, is that we could quite easily go to Florida in boats, 
and by a very good navig-a.tion. There would be but one canal to make­
by cutting only one-half a league of prairie-to pass from the Lake 
of Illinois (Lake .Michigan) into the St. Louis River (the Des Plaines 
River). The route to be taken is this: '£be bark should be built on 
Lake Erie, which is near Lake Ontario. It could easily pass from 
Lake Erie to La.k"e Huron, from which it would enter the Lake of 
Illinois_ At the extremity of this lake would be the cut or canal of 
which I have spoken, to have a passage to the St. Louis River, which 
mpties into the Uississippi. 'l'he bark having entered this river, could 

easily sail to the Gulf of Mexico. 
Again, in 1817, Samuel .A.. Storrow, Judge-Ad\ocate in the 

United States Army, to a letter of :Major-General Brown, wrote 
as follows : 

Before the Chicag{) River enters Lake Michigan its branches unite, ' 
the one proceeding from the north, the other from the southwP.st, where 
it takes its rh;e from the very fountain of the Plein (Desplaines), or 
Illinois, which flows ·in an opposite direction. The source of these two 
ri;ers illustrates the geographical phenomenon of a reservoiL· on the 
very summit of a dividing ridge_ In the autumn they are both without 
any apparent fountain, but are formed within a mile and a half of each 
other by some imperceptible undulations of the prairie, which drain 
it and lead it in different directions. In the spring the space between 
the two is a single sheet of water, the common reservoir of both, in the 
enter of which there is no current toward either of the opposite streams. 

This circumstance creates the singular fact of the insulation of all of 
the ·nited States except Louisiana, making the circumnavigation of 
them practicable from the Gulf of St. Lawrence to that of :Mexico, with 
the single hindrance of the Falls of Niagara. The situation of the 
Chicago and De Plein rivers should not escape national attention. The 
ground between the two is without rocks, and with little labor would 
admit of a permanent connection between the waters of the Illinois. and 
Lake Michigan. . 

On August G, 1814, Niles's Register, of Baltimor~ reflected 
the condition of public sentiment on this great subject, which 
was at that time being discussed in the United States Congress. 
It said: 

By the Illinois River it is probable that Buffalo may be united with 
New Orleans by inland navigation through Lakes Erie, Huron, and Mich­
igan, to the Illinois River, and down that river to the Mississippi. 
What a route ! How stupendous the Idea ! How dwindles the im­
portance of all the artificia canals of Europe compared with this water 
communication! , 

In 1821 the · State of Illinois caused a partial survey of the 
entire route to be made for the purpose of demonstrating the 
practicability of the undert~ing. 

Then followed the grant by Congress to the State of 200,000 
acres of public land to be dispo ed o.f for the benefit of work of 
con truction, and Illinois passed a law for the construction of 
tbe Illinois-Michigan Canal in 1820, but it was not begun until 
1836 and completed in. 1848, connecting the Chicago River with 
the Des Plaines River, and furnishing the missing link of con­
nection with a depth of 6 feet. In its day and generation the 
Illinois-Michigan Canal was of great commercial value to the 
State not only by the actual tonnage carried and tolls collect~d, 
JJut by its influence on railroad rates after that means of trans­
portation came into existence, and e\en to-clay it is claimed by 
shippers in that State that a preceptible .difference is manifest 
in railroad rates in seasons when this old canal can still be 
used to some extent and when it is not a\ailable in any degree 
by reason of ice or other causes. 

Mr. CillPBELL of Kansas. l\Iay I ask, Is there any com­
merce at all on the canal from tbe port of Chicago? 

1\lr. GRAFF. I am talking of the Illinois ·and Michigan 
Cunni. There i , of course, the Chicngo Sanitary District 

Canal; · that is the one that is proposed to be used in· this en­
terprise. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of Kansas. I understand that. 
Mr. GRAFF. .A.nd it is now completed, ex{;ept they ha"le 

not yet got ready to open it for navigation. They are till at 
work, and they have about got ready to make complete connec­
tions for navigation. 

Mr. CA~IPBELL of Kansas. I understand the canal bas been 
completed from Chicago down to .Joliet. 

1\Ir. GRAFF. To below Lockport. 
1\lr. CAMPBELL of Kansas. I there any commerce on the 

canal? 
l\Ir. GRAFF. They can not tra;el on the Sanitary District 

Canal at all yet. 
Mr. CAMPBELL of Kansas. You are simply indulging in 

hope? 
· Mr. GRAFF. Oh, no; I am talking about the Illinois and 
1\Ii(higan Canal at this time. The Chicago · Rh-er · composes a 
part of this canal, and there is simply an enormous commerce 
on that part of the canal. 

1\Ir. CA~IPBELL <>f Kansas. What is the depth at the mouth 
of the Chicago River? 

Mr. GRAFF. Thirty-six feet . 
Mr. CAMPBELL of Kansns. .A.nd that runs as far as Joliet? 
l\Ir. GRAFF. Yes, sir. 
l\Ir. CAMPBELL of Kansas. .A.nd you say there is no com­

merce on tba t now? 
l\Ir. MADDEN. It runs up against a stone """·all. 
l\fr. GRAFF. It is not now open, because there is a stone 

"""all that shuts up tbe end of the canal; but the channels, I 
was just informed by my colleague, ha\e been opened up. 

l\fr. CAMPBELL of Kansas. Is it open up now so as to ad- . 
mit of commerce? 

l\lr. GRAFF. The bridges have been now arranged so that 
it will permit the passage of boat . These bridges were opened 
on the 17th of January. 

1\Ir. C.A.i\IPBELL of Kansas, IIow far from the mouth of that 
canal i it to where the canal would empty into the Missis ippi? 

1\Ir. GRAFF. . From the mouth of the Sanitary District to the 
end of tl!e canal is 327.28 miles, from the end of the Illinois · 
River and the Sanitary Dish·ict and the Chicago River, which 
is part of it, is 38 miles long, so that the distance is about two 
hundred and eighty-odd miles. 

1\Ir. CAMPBELL of Kansas. The distance that is to be cov­
ered and bas not yet been touched would be in the neighbor-
hood of 280 miles? · . · 
. 1\Ir. GRAFF. It is al;>out 28!) miles, which it is purpo ed to 
deepen 200 feet wide and 14 feet deep from the end of the 
Sanitary District to Grafton, which is the mouth of the Illi­
nois River, and the estimated cost of that is $23,000,000. Then 
the board of engineers--

Mr. CAMPBELL of Kansas. You ba e that estimate of cost 
on the cost of the drainage canal down to Joliet? 

~Ir. GRAFF. Oh, no; it would not be based upon that, be­
cause the expen ive portion of this work bas already been done 
by the people of Chicago, because the difficult part of the work 
is the rocky section, and that is the section through which 
the sanitary channel passes, and Chicago has spent $50,000,00D 
for this purpose. When the Chicago Sanitary District was char­
tered by the legislah1re of the State of Illinois there was in­
corporated in their charter the provision that the channel 
should be constructed for a ship canal as well as for sanitary 
purposes, otherwise the people of the State of Illinois would 
not baye granted the charter. This estimate of $23,000,000 is 
the result of the survey and report of the board of Army en­
gineers under the act of June, 1902. Tbe gentleman from Kan­
SU'.3 asked me the distance from the mouth of the sanitary canal 
to the mouth of the Illinois River. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of Kansas. Or to where· you would expect 
to ·connect with the Illinois River r with deep water. 

Mr. MADDEN. Six1:y miles. 
Mr. GRAFF. Sixty miles to the Illinois River. You ee 

there is the Des Plaines River, and then that flows into the Illi­
nois. The Des Plaines is a branch of the Illinois River. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of Kansas. From the mouth of the canal 
you go in.to the Des Pfaines River. 

1\Ir. GRAFF. Yes. 
1\lr. CAMPBELL of Kansas. And from the Des Plaines River 

into the Illinois. 
:Mr. GRAFF. Yes. 
1\Ir. CA.MPBELL of Kansas. .A.nd then you follow the Illinois 

into the l\lis issippi. 
· Mr. GRAFF. Down into the Mi issippi, and we would ba;e, 
under the survey and plans, a canal 14 feet deep and 200 feet 

.• 



1907 . CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE. 2115 
...,..1·,,e , .... hich runs from below Aiton, on the east bank of the 1\Iis- sald Des Plaines o~ Illinois rivers from said Q.ish·ict to a sufficient 
.. u ' '' size and capacity to produce and maintain a continuous flow through­sissippi River, a distance of 18 miles and comes out into the 1\Iis- out the same of not less than 600,000 cubic feet per minute, with a 
sis ippi River just oppo ite St. Louis. The cost of the canal current of not more than 3 miles per hour, and such channel shall 
fr·om Alton to St. Louis is $G,553,880 ·, the cost of the waterTI"ay, be constructed upon such grade as to be capable of producing ;:t depth 

of water not ·less than 18 feet tht·oughout said channel, and shall 14 feet deep and 200 feet TI"ide, from Lockport to Grafton is have a width of not less than 160 feet at the bottom. · . 
!j)23,543,582, witll $1,376,000 additional if the locks to be built 24. When such channel shall be completed and the w~ter turned therei~, 

20 f t · -~ t,. d' t th port of the to the amount of 300,000 cubic feet of water per mmute, the same 1s be increased to ee Ill uep u, accor mg o ue re . hereby declared a navigable strea~, and whe~ev~n· t.he General ~ov-
Board of Engineers of tlle 'Yar Department. The proposition of e1·nment shall improve the Des Plames and Illinois nvers for naviga­
deepening the river after you leave tlle sanitary district is not tion to connect with this channel, said General Government shall have 
diffi cult, with tlle exception of a small, rocky section, and after full 'control over the same for navigation purposes. but not to interfere 

d ·t · with its control for sanitary or drainage purposes. 
tllat is passed the sharp declivities in the t•iyer cease an I ts -rrrhen it is fully completed it will have a capacity. according 
almo t level from that point down to Grafton, and it is a simp!c n S t 

d'ffi It' to the report of tlle board of engineers of the United ta~es 
propo ition of excavation, TI"ith no engineering I cu Ies pre- Army UI)O_n the project which we are now advocati.ng, of about 
sented. · 1 ty A 

In addition to that, the report of the engineers from the war 10,000 cubic feet per second flowing at a low ve oc1 . . ~ now 
th f consh·ucted, it has a maximum dei_>th of 3G feet and a mrnrmu~ 

Department, made se"Veral years ago, when ano er: s~lrve~ o depth of 22 feet, which it is proposed to increase t? the maxr-
tbe Illinois River was made, declared that the Illmois River mum deptll. It bas a general width of 160 feet m the roc~ 
preserves its banks better than any other river in the United section and 202 feet in the dirt· section. It constitutes a navr­
States. There are no difficulties regarding silt. There are no O'able channel for the largest vessels now navigating the Great 
difficulties about washing and about changing the channel of f-akes. With the 6 miles of the Chicago River and the 2 miles 

tll~~~v~~·iinois River is ·some 800 or 900 feet wide. After this · .extension, it provides a wide and deep channel for _36 miles 
from Lake Michigan, and the cost when completed some rocky section is passed there is only a fall of 2~ feet the whole 

distance of some 300 miles to Grafton, and it is a simple propo- $5~;~~obo~~n~e of tlle State are proud of her great city of Chi­
sition of dredging. caO'o containing two-fifths of our entire population, and the 

Now I desire to advert to a matter that occurred yesterday st:t~ at large is willing to grant any proper concession to her 
when i interrogated the gentleman from Ohio [1\fr. BURTON] . 

great city which is reasonable in its character, but it IS .ex-
concerning the reasons why the Hennepin Canal was built. ceedingly doubtful if the legislation which was passed at the 

It was stated at that time that it was built primarily and time the original charter of the SanitarT District of Chi­
chiefly because my old friend, Gen. Thomas J. Henders.on, from cago was passed or the subsequent legislation ~~ending the 
that section, happened to be chairman of the committee; but I charter could have been prevented bad the · provrswns for the 
did not want to be understood as saying that the Hennepin Canal construction of the channel not been provided for a ship canal 
is valueless and that Congress made a mistake at that time. as well as the needed outlet for the drainage of the metropolis. 
'Vhile I was not then a l\Iember and had no responsibility con- Ri<Tbt well bas Chicago constructed this great engineering feat 
nectetl with it, I want to state the testimony given me to-day by of ~severinO' tlle divide through the rocky sections of the route, 
1\Ir. Chai·les Deere, of Moline, who is president of the Deere nnd amply has she constructed the channel for navigation pur­
Plow Company, I believe, and interested in the Sylvan Steel poses. 
Company, of Moline, Ill., to the effect that the_ Hennepin Canal January 2, 1900, the Sanitary Cllannel and Ship Canal wa~ snf­
will have a tremendous influence upon freight rates, an:d· that ficiently finished to begin its use and the waters of the Chicago 
it will be actually utilized in transmitting blooms and steel. and RiYer were reversed in their current, and fifteen days later the 
iron from Chicago down to the cities of Rock Island, Moline, and gates at the lower end were opened, and for the first time in 
Davenport, and, in llis judgment, will reduce freight rates one- centuries the waters of the lake began to flow in a great stream 
half. And I furtllermore want to say that I do not ~ish to be toward the Gulf of 1\Iexico, resuming what geologists all tmite 
understood as entertaining any other than the highest opinion in claiming to have been their former course. This stimulated 
of the gentleman ftom Ollio [l\Ir. BURTON]. I have confidence the interest of the people of the State of Illinois and of the 
in his ability, and I have just as much confidence in his int~g- nei<Thboring states in their advocacy of the deep waterway 
rity, and I must at this time give him due credit for the obbu~- cau~e, and to-day there is no doubt of the universal support of 
ing of a half million dollars to complete this self-same Hennepm the people of our State of this measure and of its gr~at 
Canal, chiefly at my instance, mo years ago. · commercial advantage not simply to the State, but to the entire 

It was phtced under tlle conh·act system about eight years Mississippi Valley. I was surprised at the statement <?f the 
ago, and it was supposed that tlle amount authorized wot?-ld O'entleman from Ohio, the distinguished chairman of the Com­
complete it; but it ttu·ned out, when they reached the pomt ~ittee on Rivers and Harbors, when be said yesterday that he 
where the money was all expended about two years .ago, that llad not heard of this entet~prise except within the last six 
there remained incomplete TI"Ork wbicll would necessitate an months. If be bas not beard of tl1is enterprise, he has certainly 
appro1~riation of half a million dollars, and the R:iyer an~ Bar- been oblivious to the actions of his own committee. . 
l>or Committee, principally tllrough the courtesy of Its c~a1rman, The act under which the survey and estimates were made for 
ga-ve us that amonnt, and the result is that the Hennepm Canal this 14-foot channel from the end of the sanitary district of 
will be completed next year and will be a valJ}able part and Chicago to St. Louis was passed in June, 100~over five years 
parcel of tllis sclleme of watervmys. ago-and it was not acted upon by the Committee on Rivers 

l\Ir. DAVIDSON. Will the gentleman state the depth of the and Harbors without a thorough hearing upon the subject, and 
Hennepin Canal? that bearing was directed to the advisability of the project be-

:;\Ir. GRAFF. Seven feet. It was begun fourteen years ago fore tlle appropriation of the act of 1902 was made, of $200,000, 
and dragged its weary lengtll along in process of construction directing a survey and an estimate of the cost, and the chairman 
through all those years, until about eight years ago it was of the committee, the gentleman from Ohio, courteously gave 
placed under contract system and then more speedy progress the people of the State of Illinois who were interested in thiS 
was made. enterprise a hearing in the- lobby of the House of Represent-

Riyer conventions have been lleld throughout the State, until atives before the entire committee, and before that committee 
some menty years ago public opinion crystallized in favor of a appeared the Illinois Valley Association and Chicago represent­
deptlJ of 14 feet from Chicago to St. Louis. atives. Chicago has had many thousands of people interested 

Tllis was clearly and definitely knoTI"n through organized com- in this enterprise formed into organizations .. The Illinois Val­
mercia! bodies, river improvement association , and resolutions ley Association is composed of people representing the remain-. 
and statutory enactments paRseu from time to time by the ing three-fifths of our State, which is composed of 6,000,000 
legislature in our State. On May 2D, 1889, tlJe State legisla- people. Illinois has borne her share of the political, the com­
ture passed a charter enactment of the Sanitary District of mercial, and the moral burdens of the people of this Republic. 
Chicago, authorizing them to construct and operate a drainage Illinois has a history which warrants her not in asking from 
and ship canal from Lake :;\Iiclligan, through the Chicago River, this House an unmerited appropriation, but Illinois is at least 
connecting by an artificial cllannel with the Des Plaines River, entitled to consideration. 
and extending from the Chicago River to Lockport, with the And the repr~sentatives from Illinois, Chicago_ orga.nizations, 
follo..-ing significant sections contained in said law: and the Illinois Valley Association in 1902 appeared before the 

u at any time the General Government shall improve the ~es Rivers and Harbors Committee here, represented by. one of the 
riaines or Illinois rivers, so that the same shall be capable of receiv- most distinguished engineers in the great 'Vest, Lyman E. 
tng a flow ·of 600,000 cubic feet of water per minute, or more, fr~~ Cooley. I bad the honor to submit a few remarks at that time, said channel, and shall provide for . the payment of all dam!lges which 
any extra fiow above 300,000 cubtc feet of water per mmute from as did other members of the Illinois .delegation, in behalf of the 
such channel may cause to private property, so as to save harmless the 14-foot project, and I remember distinctly while that hearing 
said district from all liability tht>refrom, then such sanitary district ...... as not talien down and IJrinted and preseryed as a document, shall within one yea1· thereafter enlarge the entire channel leading into n 
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tllat the gentleman from Ohio asked Mr. Lyman E. Cooley, sup­
po ing the further in:ipro\ement of the great lUis issippi River 
from St. _Louis to the Gulf was found afterwards impracticable, 
whetber the present enterpri e from the end of the Sanitary 
District to St. Louis would be justifiable, and l\Ir. Cooley en­
tered upop. a discu sion of that project alone, standing alone 
upon the supposition that these sequent improvements, which 
were considered a part of it from St. Louis to New Orleans, 
were never carried out. Mr. Cooley stated the kind of crafts 
which were practicable in a channel of 14 feet in the river, 

. showing, while 14 feet would not be sufficient for all the \essels 
of the Great Lakes on our northern boundary, within the 
boundaries of the -channel of a river like that of tlle Illinois 
large barges could be constructed and could be utilized for 
the carrying of tra.ffic which would enter upon that river, and 
it was after a consideration of the very questions which were 
. ubmitted at that session of Congress to the board of E-ngineers 
that the Committee on Ri\ers and Harbors concluded to recom­
mend to incorporate in the river and harbor appropriation bill 
the provision which brought out the sub equent survey and esti­
mate on the 14-foot channel from Chicago to St. Louis. 

Now, then, what period of time elapsed after the action of 
the Committee on Rivers and Harbors and the Hou e and the 
Senate, not taken without consideration, and the time when 
the matter came before the Rivers and Harbor Committee for 
consideration again? A period of over five years. And does the 
gentleman from Ohio criticise the ad\ocates of this great public 
improyement because they do not appear before his committee 
and press the claim of our impro\ement during the time that 
the survey was in progress of completion? · I should think not. 
The survey was finally made. What did the law of June 13, 
1902, provide? It provided that the War Department should 
determine the feasibility and cost of the enterprise; whether 
it was an engineering practicability, and if so, how much would 
the total cost be, and the Wm· Department proceeded in obedi­
ence to the instructions of that law, and they filed in Congre s 
in February, 1905, as complete a survey as ever bas been made 
by the engineers -of the .United States Go\ernment. The entire 
length of the proposed canal from Chicago to St. Louis will be 
365.28 n1ile . The distance of the other project, which, we say, 
we hope will follow, from St. Louis to New Orleans, is !;lOme­
thing like 1,200 miles. 

The amount of the business done upon the Chicago River is a 
forecast of what will follow if an adequate channel is gi\en in 
the further development of this great water bigbway through 
the ·heart of the continent. But the gentleman from Ohio tated 
yesterday that llereafter he did not propose to consider in the 
Rivers and Harbors Committee, so fm· as he was concerned, any 
project which did not bear in addition to a favorable report as 
to it'3 engineering feasibility a report from the engineering board 
of the War Department as to its !ldvisability. 'rhen if that i 
true, Congre s proposes to abdicate its functions. What other 
matters of consideration can. there be thought of in connection 
with a great P'!Jblic work like this sa\e its cost; its engineering. 
feasibility; its commercial advisability? If there be anytlling 
left for the House to determine, I would like to know what that 
wou14 be. It seems to me that the testimony in favor of the de­
sirability of this great waterway in the various gene.Pations 
that ba\e lived and died through almost a centm·y of the his­
tory of Illinois ought to ha\e some force with practical men. 
Ah, but we are dreamers of dreams and we are seers of visions. 
Why, the achievements of to-day were the .dreams .of yesterday. 
If men had first to demonstrate with mathematical accuracy 
the outcome ·of new projects never before having a realization 
in experience the. world would halt its advance. 

There is something else be ides mathematical demonstration 
that enters into sound judgment. Cold, careful, practical men 
look into the future and attempt to exploit fields which have 
been untrodden before, and come to that judgment with a large 
measure of faith and imagination placed in the combination to 
arrive at the result. Edison dreamed Qf his triumphs of elec­
tricity long before they were a realization. Suppose that the 
measures contained in this great rivers and harbors bill wer~ 
held up to that sort of a test, including $4,000,000 expended u·pon 
the Ohio Ri\er; how much tonnage would lla-ve actually to· 
exist upon which to base a safe calculation by a member of the 

ommittee on Ri\ers and Harbors when determining as to tlie 
merits or. demerits of a pi·oposition? If there bad to be a math­
ematical proof of tlle commercial profit of the great enterprises 
in which the governments have placed their millions, what 
would ha\e become of the proposition for the Sault Ste. 1\Ia.rie 

anal? Wbere would ba\e been the Suez Canal? Still the 
unrealized dreams of some philosopher. 

Wlly, the Panama Canal bas been a matter of speculation for 
half a century. Dreamers ba\e :Written about i4 essayists 

have called attention to the fact that sometime -the dist~t l 
future would demand it, but finally this pro ·aic Congre s is I 
now in the midst of its con truction. And wilat are the argu­
ments presented? Is there any man living that can tell within 
millions of tons of tile probable business to be done by the 
Panama Canal when completed? It is true that generalities 
are Jlldulged in about our oriental trade, but e\erybody knows 
that our oriental trade at present as comparro with our European 
trade is absolutely insignificant. But it takes the dreamer 
that can see things that are not to be discerned by the eye, 
that can hear things the sound wa\es of which do not reach 
the drum of the ear, that have brought the practical triumph 
of this United States and all progressi\e people, which were 
afterwards turned into brick and mortar and stone. 

Now, then, does anyone ay that it is an impractical dre..'lm to 
unite the two greatest cities in this country one having two 
and one-half millions of people and the other GOO,OOO, by a water· 
way passing through the heart of a great State at present com· 
posed of 6,000,000 of people· and already the center of civiliza· 
tion, de tined in the future decades to ha\e gathered there a 
denser pppulation than there is in the most den ly populated 
part of l\Ia sachu etts, endowed by nature with a wonderfully 
fertile soil, inhabited at present by one of the most pro17rcssive 
and prosperous and busy people on the face of the earth, along 
who e banks are untold wealth of bidden mines of \aluable 
coal, existing, as we know from actual investigation, from 
Chicago clear down three-quarters of tile length of the Illinois 
Ri\er? · 

Already there is a development there in the coal industry 
which bas been unparalleled in tlle history of our State. Is it 
impractical to give an additional means of tran portation wllen ­
every man who thinks upon the subject of railroad tran porta­
fion ees tllat the amount of facilities for the transportation of 
all product at the present time with the pre..-ent railroads 
through tbe country is short some 25 per cent? When practical 
men like James J. Hill call attention to that and speak of the 
de\elopment of the rivers and haTbors as a way to meet the de­
ficiency, is it an impracticable dream to further improve a line 
of rivers whose location and availability to-day can be marked 
on the schedule of railroads which actually -go in their vi­
cinity and would come in contact with their competition with 
the present facilities which they ha\e? 

In November last there met at St. Louis the greatest water­
waF con\ention that has ever as embled in the United States, 
compo ed of 1,200 delegates from fifteen States in the Missis­
sippi Valley, including large delegations pm·ticularly from the 
cities of Chicago, St. Louis, Peoria, and Pekin, Ill., devoted to 
the cause of the project which we are advocating to-day, and 
composed of leading men in all the avocations of life whose 
judgment as to the advisability of this project is far superior, in 
my opinion, to any body of men sepm·ated from competiti\e life 
and devoted to technical service under the United State Gov­
ernment as officers of the Army. 

.The governors of Louisiana, Missouri, Arkansas, and Illinois 
by their presence evidenced the opinion of the men making up 
the citizenship of all of those States, a valuable proof of the 
advisability of this project from a commercial standpoint. 
These men were there at their own expense and volition without 
hope of adnmtage sa\e that whlch would arise for the common 
good. The legi latures of the States of Illinois and Mi ouri 
bave voiced public sentiment in favor of this enterprise in the 
last few days. There is no doubt but the people of the .1\Iiddle 
We t believe in its virtues, and propose to continu~ in their 
demand for this impro\ement until it shall ha\e been accom­
plished. 

On January 23 of the present year, just a few days ago, the 
Illinois Society of Engineers and Surveyors met in their con­
vention se sion at my home city of Peoria and addrc ed a 
memorial in favor of this measure to the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, and took issue with the adverse finding of 
tile board of engineers recently made as to its advisability from 
a commercial standpoint. These men are skilled in their pro­
fession and are capable of passing upon the technical fe..'l.tures 
of the work, and have the additional advantage of belonging to 
civil life and are familiar with its burdens, it neces itie , and 
its problems. I append that memorial to my remarks: 

PEORIA, ILL., January 23, 11101. 
Hon. JosEPH G. CA:r\1\0N, 

Speake1· of the House of Rep1·esentatir:es, 
and ..lfembet·s of Congress tro1n Illinois, 

- Washington, -D. 
DEAR Srns : We the undersigned members of the Illinois ociety 

of Engineers and Surveyors in annual session assemlJled do hereby ad­
dress tbe following memorial to you in expression of our deep conviction 
of the feasibility and practicability and tbe commerical utility (in com­
parison to its proba.ble cost) of -the proposed improvement of the Illinois 
River into a commercial waterway haying a channel of not I s than 
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14 f eet in ·depth as a connection between the already nearly eompleted 
Sani tary and Ship Canal Jeading from Chicago to Joliet with the 
Miss issippi River at or near St. Louis. 

We are fully aware :that this subject is at the present time before the 
House of Representatiyes for consi-deration, and we axe reliably though 
not officially infor med tha t the two boards, -one of .survey .and one of in­
vestigation, of the United 'States GO'vernment have investigated by survey 
and inquiry into the question of the feasibility ·and commercial 1rtllity of 
this :project and have ma de their :reports to Congress ; that the :report 
.of the first board of survey .unqualifiediy commends the pmcticaui..lity 
and feasibility of -the plan with an eatimate of its cost; that the sec­
Q.lld board, <while admitting the pl·actiGability and feasibilty of the 
plan and not taking exception to the estimate- of cost, has assumed 
that such cost was in exce of t he value of the impro\"ement to the 
nation from the standpoint of its commer·cial utility. 

Now, therefore, we .as practical men, interested only in the ultimate 
welfare of the Stat e and nation, believe it to be 'Ollr duty to express our 
doubt as to the correctness of the deduction of the latter board when 
viewed from the broad ·standpoint of the probabiliti-es of the future as 
judged from the -ex:perience of tche past. W-e firmly belle~ that statis­
tics .showing the ·amount of traffic now •existing, or to immediately seek . 
use of this commercial highway if completed, would not be broad enough 
to indicate the value of such a :work to the State and nation. There is 
no question .of the amount of toll to -be received affected by the amount 
of u·.affi-c on the canaL Ther-e is no ·qu-estion of commercial success :or 
failure of the work as a business ente1·prise. It is not such a toll route 
nor such a business <enterprise. 

As it appeals to us, the question is What will be the broader effect upon 
the business and prosperity of .all the territory which is subject :to its pos­
siole use or the possible effect upon the cost of freight as carried from 
one dty to another over ,this ~rea'!; projected highway? It is impossible 
to .estimate the great regulation ·of the cost of carriage of all :freight 
that would be a.trect.ed by connecting the largest inland take system in 
the known world dil·ectly with the larg-est 'known system of river trans­
portation in the world by .such a waterway as would permit th-e .floating 
ofsteam vessels of a large-enough size and proper shape to carry the 
freight on the lake .system and d eliver .such freight to the i'iver system 
without transshipment or the breaking of bulk-this great wa-ter high­
way, representing a free and untrammeled means of access, a right of 
way, sa.bject to the contr ol of no .monopoly whatever, but open to the 
free use 'Of .the public. There can be no do.ubt but that the ·cost of all 
the heavy freight carriage that CO'Uld be in any way tributary to this 
lake and r iver system would by this competition be reduced to ·an 
extent which no legislation o1· for ce of mere corporate competition 
could .affect. We believe ultimately the -whole nation would profit in 
the possibility of a future connection between the Gulf of .Mexico and 
the GL"eat Lakes when this wa.terway -should be so extended as to 
reach the Gulf, and a source of internal defense created by means of a 
·pr-operly -constructed ·Navy that would be of ·greater -value . in ease of 
emer·gency than many times the same amount of money expended on 
immense .battle ·ships that could be of no value wba-tever fCJr our in­
ternal defense. 

We further rep1·esent that we believe such a judgment as i-s ren­
dered by th-is board, if it had been applied to the construction of the 

· canals and locks at the Sault Ste. l\larie, based upon -statistics cov­
ering only the traffic known at that time, over the proposed route, 
would have prevented forever the construction of that mgst wonderful 
lrlghway of commerce, and that the ·same ·argument would have pre­
vented private centerprise from ever constructing any of the great 
transcontinental railroads, and would d.oubtless prevail against the : 
construction of the Panama Canal, a nd w.o:uld never have permitted 
England to have expended millions -o:f -dollars on the Suez Canal. 

l<'inally, that nothing but the experience .of the future and analogy 
with above cases can absolutely prove what we fully believe to be the 
'fact, namely, that the completion of .a 14-foot channel to connect the 
Lakes at 'Chicago with tb~ Mississippi Rtver at St. Louis will be not 
only a justifiab le expenditure for rthe United States from th.e local 
standpoint of the State of Illmeis, but from the standpoint of the 
futtu·e :best welfare o.f the nation. 

Itespectfully submitted. 
Dabney H. Maury, p.resid~nt; A. W. Gates, lfonmouth, 

TIL ; ·Clark G. Anderson, Moline, HI. ; C. A. Prout, 
Wheaton ,' Ill.; Fred. W. Honens, Sterling, Ill.; J'os. 
A . Moore, Chicagg, Ill.~ T. I,. Burkland, Peoria, Ill. ; 
A.. W . Bell, Bloomington, Ill. ; H . -c. Hoagland, De­
catur, Ill.; J . E. Kemp, Kewanee, IlL; Hugo Lucas, 
Peoria, Ill. ; Henry Bloompot. Peoria, Ill. ; W. E. 
Burkhalter, Peoria, Ill. ; J: G. Melluish, Bloomington, 
TIL; Clem. L . Cravens, To-ulon, I ll.; D . H. Roberts, 
Pearia, Ill.; J . G. Hare, Bloomington, IlL; H. Fo ter 
Bain, rbana, Ill. ; A. F. Nichol, _ Marseilles, Ill. ; 
Lloyd Z. Jones, Galva, Ill. ; W . G. Kirchoffer, Madi­
s on, Wis.; J . W . Woermann, Peoria, Ill.; R. S. Wal­
tlace. Peoria, ill. ; J . W. Dappert, 'iraylor:ville, Ill. ; 
S. T . Henry, Chicago, Ill. ; P. C. Knight, Pontiac, 
Ill.; A. N . . ~Palbot. Urbana, Ill.; W . A. McCully, 
Bloomington, Ill.; J . C. Quade, St. David, ill; Chas. 
IL Dunn, Peoria, ill. ; · Chas. B. Burdick. Chicago, 
Ill. ; S . N. Johnson, .Springfield, Ill.; Web . . p , Bush­

_nell. Quincy, Ill.; John 11-1 McNabb, McNabb, :Ul. ; 
Julius G. Gabelman, Chicago, Ill. ; Henry B. Dirks, 
Chicago, Ill.; G. C. Fatrclo, Champaign, Ill.; Frank 
W. Ives, Bloomington. I ll.; E. M. Schifiow. Elgin, 
Ill. ; W. M. - Wood, Decatur, Ill.; · D . J . Stanford, 
Chatsworth. Til.. ; A. B. Alexander, Decatur, Ill. ; Geo. 
M. Clark, L ow Point, Ill. ; .Q. H. Nicolet, La Salle, 
IlL ; J olln J. Harmon, Champaign, Ill. ; A. D. Thomp-
son, Peoria, Ill. . 

I also han~ reeei::red fr(}.in the PTomoti-on Club, an !tdjunct of 
t lle Creve OPur Club, of the city of Peoria, I lL, an organization 
of its p1·_ogressive citizens, resolutions in behalf of this project, 
and which I .alsG make a _part of my remarks : 

PEORIA PAYS .AXXUA.LLY 0\ER $30,000,000 iiNTERKAL nE\E:XlJE---Q);'E YEAR 
IS ALL WE ASK. 

Whereas the r-eports fr<3m Washing-ton advise that -the 1·ivers and 
harbors bill as reported from the Riv-ers and Harbors Committee under 
the leadership o.f Ron. '.rHEoDORE K BuRTON, its chairman, while pr()­
viding for the -expenditure of an -un_precedentedly large amount of money 
d uring the coming tw--o -years upon various it-ems of internal improve­
.m£nt of .riyers and :harbors, does not in any way reco-gnize the Illinois 

R iver 'B.S one of those objects which is worthy of the financial aid of the 
United States towa:J:d its permanent im]_)l·ovement as a waterway ; and 

Whereas the State of illinois ba.s permitted the use of th.e Illinois 
Riyer for the purpose of the protection :of the health <Jf the great city 
of Chicago by gl'anting the right to turn a large vol.ume of the waters 
of Lake Michigan down to the Mississippi River thr·ough this valley 
in th-e full expectation that this would result in affording a great .ship 
canal for the publi-c use to eonnect the Great Lakces with the Mississippi 
River, and in furtherance of this idea an extra expenditure of ove1· 
$3{),000,000 has been m.:lde by the city of Chicago in order that the 
greatest obstacle to su-ch a ship canal might be .removed and the first 
and m'Ost expensive section of that great wot•k be completed and .o.II.ered 
as a free g ift to the United States, and that in -pursuance of an act 
-of Congress calling for a survey of the illinois Riv.er and estimate of 
the .cost of its improvement. a board of competen t enginee:·s ha.s ~·e.­
ported upon the feasibility -of the construction of such a waterway .at 
a cost not to exceed 31.,000,000 ; and · 

Wher-eas. in order that the f.ull benefits of such a work may be ·real­
ized, the Mississippi River should be maintained at its highest effi­
ciency; it should be impra-ved according to the plan known as the 
" plan of 1881 between St. Louis and Cairo ; " Therefore, be it 

R es-ol?:ed, That the citizens of Peoria, thr·ough their representatiyes, 
the Promotion Club, of said -city, respectfully request that the Congres -
m en 'Of Illinois, when :the ri>ers and harbors bill is reported, shall in· 
troduce and fav.or two amendments thereto : 

First. An amendment making .an appropriation of .$1,000,000 per 
year for four years f or the p ermanent improvemen t o.f the Mississippi 
Riv.er b-etween St. Louis and Cairo, to -continue the plan of 1881. 
· Second. An appropriation of $3,000,000 to begin work on· the deep 
waterway from the lakes to the Gulf. . 

Resol.,;ed, That the P.rQmotion Club of Peoria requests all Reprc· 
sentatives in Congress who desire the -commercial p rosperity of the 
Mississippi Valley to vote and to wo.rk for these two amendments. _ 

Chi-cago has paid $50,000,{)00 t oward this, and offers it to the Dnited 
States w ithout any strings to it. . 

Peor ia, Ill., is the second city in t he State, midway between 
Chl-cago and St. L ouis, · with a popu lation of 85,000, f ourteen 
rail r<Xlds, and a commerce of la1·ge pi'Opor t ions, the statistics of 
whi-ch fo:r the year ending December 31, 1906, I append to my 
remarks; · 

Receipts and shipments at Peoria, Ia., jor the yem· ending December 31, 1906. 

Article. 

Flour -· . . ... · ··-·· ... : ... . · -·· .... -· · -·- .• .. barrels __ 
VI' heat .. __ . ... . . __ ... · - . .• · - .... ··- . ....... -bushels-·. 
Corn . .• .. • .• . . . ·- . .• _-- . _ .. · - - .. --· - - - .. -· ·-· ... do . . . . 
Oats ... .... . . ... :- ···· · · -·- - · · ·· ---··· · -·······.do . .. . 
Rye .. .... ·-· -- · .... ·· ·- ·· ..... . ... . ... . ..... - .. do . . . . 
Ba rley .• · -· . •. . : . ·- . . · - ··· ·- ·· - ... ·- - __ . . . ·- ___ do __ .. 
Mill feed .... . . . ... .. . ... ..... ·· -·-- - . . . ........ tons .. 
Seeds ._ :. · - .. ·· -·. :_ ·- - . _ .... , ...... .. ...... pounds .. 
Broom -corn . ... . · · - ·-- · · -··· - · ·- ··· . .. ..... . .. do • • _. 
Sp:ixits and liquors . ... .. . •.. . _ -·· .. .. _ ... . _ .. barrels . . 

g~~c:.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-_-_._-_·_·.-.-.-::.-::.-_·_·.-.-.-.·-·.·. -. ·:.·_·.·.-~~~~J:: 
Hogs ·-·- ·· · ········· · ········ -··· · ··· · ···· - ··-do . .. . 
Sheep _ . ... ..... - · ..... . .. . .. . .. _· - · .. . .. ·-· ... . d<3 . .. -
Lard . _. ·- . . -··- .. -· . _ c_ • • __ - ··· • • • __ • • _ •••• _ •• tierces . 
Pork -- - · ·-·-···-· ··· ·· ·· ·· · ·- ~ ·-··· · ·······- barrels . . 
Bnlk. meats ._ ~ ...... -·- .. . _ .. . .. ·· - ... .• . . ·- '- .do .· --t:r ~~.~ ~1-~~~~. ·. ·_ ·• ·_ ·::. ·• ·. ·.~. ·:. •. ·. ·. ~ ·. ·.•. •. •• ·. -.-. ·_ ·. iig~en-: ~ 
Potatoes._ ... . .. _. __ __ . ··-- ... : _ . .. . . ... ·-·. bushels .. 

¥~~~~v~~- ~1:~~:: : : ~ : : ~ :: ~ :::: : ~ : ~ ::::::: ~~~:: 
Hay _ ·- . .. · - __ . · -·- . · -- __ . ......... · · - .... . . ___ tons .. 
Agricultural implements-- · .- --.·- ··-- - ... . .. _. cars .. 

~~g~~:: ~ ::~ ~: :: ~ ~ :~ :~ ~ ~ : :::: ~~::: : :: :: :: ::i.i~ei:: 
Salt __ . __ . . ·- .... ..... . . · ·- ... ·- . . _ ... _ . ...... _ barrels . . 
Oil ······· -···- · - · · --· -- - · ······· -· ·· ··· --- · ····do .... Coal _ . _. _ ... . ............ _ .... _ .. _ . . ___ .. _ ...... tons . . , 
Iron _ .. .. . ......... : ..... ... .. -· ·--· - · .... -·· - ···do .. .. . 
I.ce ·-· ··- - ····· · · · ··· - ··· · ·· · -·· -·-···- · · · - · - ··do . . . . 
Miscellaneous .. . ......... ... . . .. . _ .. . ...... pounds .. 

·Merchandise ____ · - .. - · - .· -- - · - · .. . _. : - ... . . ___ :do .... 

Receipts. 

1 ,186,620 
1, 203,800 

15.,.190, 900 
18,326,000 

3-14,300 
. 3,06'..!,000 

2'2, 195 
1,815, 000 
2,520,000 

139,737 
12,068,400 

53.810 
4(16; 994 

. 5,280 
1,210 

1}60 
35,420,000 

58 84.0 
210:000 
519,000 

12,.354, 000 
450,000 
38,580 
4,443 
2,203 

216,510 
' 34 W6 
144;.170 

1,&13,400 
285,335 
17,365 

1, 4.03, 972,000 
322, .905,000 

Shipm-ents. 

1,179,630 
804., 48-! 

8, 204., 900 
19,484, 9JO . 

. 101, 0 
· 1,Hll,fl00 

41, 078 
630,000 

2, 208,300 
.576, 984 

21,834,050 
55,856 

353,315 
.7,140 
5,285 

.••• 28; i76; 200 
6-!,633 

1, 232,000 
133,600 

1,078,500 
1,1031 'iOO 

7,913 
4, g<l 
2,070 

176,710 
14,600 
98,710 

907,118 
166,082 

7,231 
1, 113, 752, 900 

493, 04.£. 000 

As will be seen, the internal-re'\enue receipts of the General 
Go>ernment for the single year . paid at Peoria, Ill., would be 
sufficient to pay the t{)ic"ll cost of the project from Chicago to 
St. Louis. · 

At the prese-nt session of Congress the Rivers rind H arbors 
Committee of the House, notwithstanding t he act of June 13, 
1902, did not submit the qu estion of advisability to the War 
Department or the board of engineers, requested a report 
from the board of engineers as to the adnsability of tlle proj-eet 
from Chicago to St. Louis, and the -essential features of the re­
port of said board of engineers is .as follo\\s : 

4. A 14-foot waterway between Chicago and .St. Louis may be con­
.side-red from two standpoints; First, with respect to its effect on the 
present and pro~p~ctive cornmerc~ between these two cities, a.nd, sec­
ond, with respect to its \alue as -a link in a deep waterway extend­
ing from the Great Lak-es to the Gulf. Considered from the first 
standpoint, the board .is of the 'Opinion that the depth proposed is 
greater than lis necessary for the nver traffic that would probably use 
it, and not sufficiently great to -extend lake nav~tion from the Gr.eat 
Lakes to St. Louis. In the r eport under con-s1deration the tonnage 
and dl·aft of the lake vessels visiting Chicago ar~ given in considera­
ble detail, and the opinion is expressed ·that the great bulk of future 
lake commerce ill probably be c:U"ried in vessels of even greater draft 
and tonnage. 

5. The advisability of constructing a 14-foot waterway depends on 
the probable runount of ·Commerce that wo.uld use it, together with it;! 
incideptal e:ffee:t on the freight r ates of '::ill tnlflic passing east .. through 
St. T.Jouis or south through Chicago. The aecom-panying report states 
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that during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1904, the quantity of 
freight moved by the three road extending from Chicago to St. Louis 
was s lightly oyer 1,000,000 tons. From other sources it is learned 
that t he total tonnage in and out of St. Louis is about 39,000,000 
tons. '.file saving that would acci'Ue to the country at large by the 
cons truction of a 14-foot waterway is largely conjectural. In the 
opinion of the board such benefits would not be sufficient to warrant 
an ~xpenditure by t he Geneml Government of '$30,000,000. 

G. 'ons iderin " the proposed waterway as a first s t ep toward the 
construction of a 14-foot waterway from the Great Lakes to the Gulf, 
it is necessa ry to anticipate the probable cost of obta ining and the 
difficult ies attending the construction of su,ch a waterway down the 
hli ssi ippi Valley below St. Louis. The present project for the im­
provement of the . l\liss issippi River from St. Louis to Cairo con­
t emplates a depth of 8 feet, and it is estimated that to secure it will 
requit·e an additional expenditure of 20,000,000, with 400,000 an­
nually fot· maintenance. From Cairo to New Orleans the present 
project contemplates a depth of 10 feet, and, while a dept h of 9 feet 
has b en pract ically secured, to maintain it calls for an expenditure 
of approximately 300,000 a year. So far as known no estimate for 
increasing this depth to 14 f eet has ever been made, but it is clear to 
the board th a t it would involve enormous expenditure and for a por­
tion of the distance at least the construction of a lateral canal. 

7. F or these r easons the board believes . that the construction of a 
14-foot waterway between Chicago and St. Louis is not advi . able; 
but it also believes that the commercial interests of the Great Lakes 
ore entitled to an outlet to the Gulf of Mexico of as gr·eat a capacity 
as can be obtained at reasonable cost. This capacity is now limited 
by the projected depth bet\>een St. Louis and Ca iro-that is, 8 feet­
a dept h that will not only suffice for a la rge amount of through com­
merce, but w1ll be sufficient to materially benefit and conseQuently aid 
in the development of the Illinois valley. 

It eems to me, as I have already stated, tllat it i the func­
tion of Congre s to pa upon the advisability of tlle GoYern­
ment enterinO' upon an enterpri e of this kind, leaving the 
technical que tion , requiring profes. ional skill, for the boaru 
of engineer . Tbe people wbo inbabit the Illinois Valley un­
der tand it nee<.l and tlle po ibilities, from a commercial 
standpoint of tbe propo ed improyement, wlletbe~· mea ured by 
the adYantage of the 14-foot waterway from -Chicago to St. 
r ... oui or wbether tbe wbole scheme of a ship canal from Chi­
cago to tbe Gulf is considered. I look forward confidently to 
tbe day 'Yben tbe bu. ine juugment of the people of tbe entire 
l\Iississi11pi Yalley will haye been justified by tbe completion 'Of 
tbis great waterway, draining the heart of tbe continent anti 
arrying upon it bo ·om the fruits of our indush'Y to the lands 

of e,-ery clime. 
Tbe H.AIR~lL~. TlJe gentleman from Texas [Mr. SIIEP­

PARD] i recognize(} for forty-fiye minutes. 
l\Ir. SHEPPARD. Mr. hail·man, I desire to submit for the 

con ideration of this and future Congresses certain data in refer­
cuce to Y)_1l'e. Bayou and Sulpbur anti Red riYers, all of which 
penetrate my di. trict. 

CTrnESS BAYOU. 

Tbe ·fir t suryey of Crore s Bayou, tbe cbain of lakes and 
pas es, and 'l'welYemile Bayou, all composing tbe Jeffer on­
.'llreyeport waterway and known generally as "Cypress Bayou," 
'vas ordered by the riyers and harbors act of July 11, 1870 
(U. S. Stat. L. , yol. 1G, p. 22G et seq.). In January, 1S71, 
Lieut. E. A. 'Vooclruff, Corp of Engineer , proceedeu to Jef­
fer on, Tex., to commence tbe smTey, but was prevented by 
lJigh water. He did not complete the work until oyer a yeal' 
later. On April 25, 1872, Lieutenant 'Vooclruff made a report 
giying tbe re ults of the suney. The report began by showing 
that the lower section of tbe Jefferson-Shreyeport waterway had 
IJeen improyed by the Government as early as 1854 and utilized 
by Red Riyer boats as a mean of passing arbund the Red RiYer 
raft abo\e Sbreveport. Thereafter the lower section was sub­
jecteu to tbe double u e of navigation to Jefferson and nayiga­
tion to points on Red RiYer aboYe SbreYeport. At a certain point 
the boats intended for Red River would return to Red River 
through a connecting tributary above the raft, while tbe Jeffer­
son boats woulu turn westward on tbe original waterway. 

The report then stated that its author, Lieutenant 'Voodruff, 
. bad been directed not only to suryey the J efferson-Sbreyeport 
waterway but to examine tbe advisability of removing tbe raft 
in Red Hiyer. He aiu tbat tbe raft undoubtedly should lJe 
remoyed and added. the following concerning the effect of tbe 
r(>moval on ypress Bayou: 

The only objection likely to be raised, except that of expense, is the 
anticipated injury to t he lake and bayou navigation to J"efferson, Tex. 
'.fbe people of that city are naturally anxious to ecme their present 
f acilities and to improve them. Even if their apprehensions were ·well 
grounded they would form an insufficient reason for allowing the ruin 
can ·ed by the backing np of the water above the raft to spr·ead over 
the productive valley below Fulton; but it is su ceptible of demons tra­
tion that the diversion of the water in the lakes cau ed by opening 
the main channel of the river must be very gradual and that the in­
jury to navigation may be entirely counteracted by means not too ex­
pen ive to admit of practical application. 

Lieutenant Woodruff concluded his report !Jy outlining a 
project for dredging and snagging and by making the following 
. ·pecific recommendation: 

If it be decided to remove tbe Red River raft, for building dam at. 
foot of Soda "Lake to conh·act waterway at low stages, 70,000. (See 
Chief of Engineers' Report, 1872- 73, vol. 2, pp. 5GS- 573.) 

The ~·iyers and llarbors a.ct of June 10, 1872 (U. S. Stat. L., 
Yol. 17, 370-376), made an appropriation of $10,000 for the 
improYement of Cypress Bayou. ' York was begun on Decem­
ber 18, 1 72, the city of Jefferson tendering the GoYernment 
free of charge a large dr dge boat, which it bad pmchased nt 
a cost of $-50,000, for use in tbe bayou. At that time tbe city 
of Jeffer on was visited by 200 boats a year from Cincinnati, ­
St. Louis, New Orleans, a.nu all otlJer important point. of tbe 
1\fi ·issippi region. Tbe cicy had spent la1·ge sums in improying 
tlle stream in addition to the purcbase of the dredge. Tbe rivers 
and barbors act of March 3, 1 73 (U. S. Stat. L., vol. 17, 5G0-
5G5), in furtber pursuance of Lieutenant Woodruff' report, 
made tbe following appropriation: 

For the improvement of Cypress Bayou and cons truction of dams 
and dredging at the foot of Soda Lake, Texas, $50,000. 

Here we bave an unqualified recommendation for a dam for 
$70,000 and a di tinct and unqualified appropriation of ., 50,000 
for that purpose and for the purposes of dredging and snag­
ging which llad been cared for in the former act of June lO, 
1872, and yet no effort was made eyen to begin a dam. 

From that day to tbis not a single step bas been taken to 
carry out this sol<'mn provision of the law for a uam on tbis 
waterway to counteract tbe injurious effect . of the remo...-al of 
the Red River raft. Captain "Wooten, head of the Texas engi­
neering district, 'Wllo bas just made an examination of Cy­
press Bayou under the last riyers and harbors act, adyi es 
me that it is still practi able to construct tbe dam at the foot 
of Caddo Lake, and that thi ·, " ·ith only a little uredging, 'Will 
giYe a navigable 1leptll of at least G feet from Mooring. port to 
Jefferson throughout the year and 'Will cause no increa. e in tbe 
submerged area. aptain Wooten's letter on this subject is as 
follows: 

U.XITED' STATES E=--Gn'"EER 0FFICF., FEDEirAL BUILDIXG, 
_ Dallas, Te:x., No z;ember 14, 1906. ' 

Hon. UORniS SHEPPARD, l\I. C., . 
T e.xat·kana, T e:x. . 

DEAR · Sm: In response to your Vet"bal reques t for certain information 
as .to t~e cost of complet ely clo in "' F erry La~e by a weir such a s de­
scntJed 1n my report on a survey of the waterways connecting J effer·son 
Tex., and Shreveport, La., I would ay that the weir therein mentioned 
was to be built in connection with a lock. Omitting the lock would in­
crease tile length of the weir by the space occupied by .the lock and 
would conespondingly increase the cost. It is probable, though, that a 
complete weir similar to the one contemplated could be constructed at a 
cost of about 85,000. 

The weir for which the estimate wa s submitted was to have its CL'e. t 
at a n elevation of 57 mete1;s above the Cairo datum. This elevation 
would, with onJy a little dredging, give a navigable depth of at least 
G f eet to Jefferson throughout the year and would cau e no in ct·ea e 
in the -submet·ged area. The height of the dam would vary throughout 
~~~e~~n~t~'nge~efu~fg on the depth of the water, but would average be-

Should it be determined later to improve the waterway below and 
place a lock in the dam, the only increase in cost over my original 
e timate would be the expense of t earing out the necessary length of 
the dam. This would not exceed $1,000. 

I am not prepared to give a complete answe r to your ques tion as to 
the value of the water power developed, as I have not all the data 
which I would require on entering into a study of that phase of the 

- matter. The powe1· available would, of course, be subject to fluctua­
tions. It would be a minimum naturally during low-water seasons, and 
would also be reduced at times of high water in Hed River, as the 
head would at tho e time · be diminished and occasionally wiped out 
almost entirely. It would seem to me. however, that the powe r would 
baye a decided value and might possibly be lea sed for a sufficient snm 
to materially reduce if not entirely mee t the interest charges on the 
cost of ·the weir. llowever, I should require more data and further 
study before giving a positiye answer to this question. 

Yery r espectfully, 
W. P. WOOT EX, 

Captai n, Corps of Engineers. 

Tbe foot of Caddo Lake is aiJout a mile below Mooringsport, 
where the Kansas City Southern Railroad, running from Kansas 
City, .Mo., to Port Arthur, Tex., crosses Caddo Lake. Na...-iga­
tion fr~m .Moor ing port t9 Jefferson will therefore be especially 
valuable in that it will giye Jefferson connection witb a com­
peting railroad to the Gulf. The waterway from Jeffer on to 
l\Iooringsport is now navigable nearly all the year, but it is ob­
structed by an· immense accumulation of snags. Snagging work 
has JJeen begun on this section under the last riyers and bariJors 
act, and navigation bas been resumed on that part of the chan­
nel which bas been partially cleared. This '-vork llas been uone 
since Ju]Je 30, 1DOG, and consequently <.loes not figure in the re­
ports for the last fisca l year. This uam was part of a project 
pronounced feasible by Captain Wooten for the permanent re -
toration of the entire waterway from Sbreyeport to Jefferson, 
but recommended unfayorably by him on account of the cost, 
which he estimate(} at $525,000. 

Unless this dam is constructed at some time in the not Yery 
distant future the falls, wbicll are now working tbrougb the 
bed of Soda Lake and are now within a few miles of Caddo 
Lake, will witbin tbe next fiye years, perhaps, reach the foot of 
Caddo Lake and impair tbe present water level and decrea:se 
the depth from Mooringsport to Jefferson. Furthermore, when 



1907. CONGRESSION A'L RECORD- HOUSE. 2119 

the falls shall ba ve reached the foot o~ Caddo Lake they will 
baTe exca-vated a channel from Twelvemile Bayou to that 
point the immediate dredging of. which forms the most e::x:pen­
sb·e and p1.·ominent feature of Captain Wooten's recent plan. 
'l'ben it -would require but the addition of a lock for the perma­
nent restoration of the entire waterway from Shreveport to 
Jeffer on and the cost would be reduced by almost two-thirds. 
Bear in mind, however, that the entire -waterway is at }}resent 
navigable in high--water sea ons every year and that these sea-
·ons continue from three to six months almo t every year. 

There bas been no navigation, on a<:count of the prevalence of 
tumps and 1mag"', during the last decade. Assistant Engineer 

'Yaltei· H. Polk, who made the examination under the recent 
river and ·harbor act, I'ecommend.s in his report of August 28, 
1903, that the channel be cleared of snags and other obstruc­
tions and that tlle channel through the stumpy part of Soda 
Ll'lke be outlined by signs. 
. On :May 15, 1873, a project of snaggin"', clearing, and dredging 

was outlined, ancl the work continued in accordance therewith. 
Some time after this and before October, 1813, Lieutenant Wood­
ruff made another examination, and in his report recomn1ended 
a lock and dam at Albany Point, and stated that this was abso­
lnt ly nece ary to prm:-ent the gradual deterioration of naviga­
tion to Jefferson after tbe removal <Jf the raft. At this time 
the raft was in process of removal. Captain Howell, head of 
the New Orleans district, which then included Cypre s Bayou, 
ordered a. further investigation, which was made early in 1874 
by Asst. Engineer H. .A. Leavitt, Lieutenant Woodruff hav­
ing died. On thB basis of Mr. Leavitt's examination and report, 
Captain Howell reported en October 5, 1874, suggesting a dam 
across the foot ·of Soda. Lake and a cut thence to Red River 
as a means not only of preserving navigation to Jefferson, but 
of making the lake a reservoir for impounding the flood waters 
of Red River and thus lengtllening the season of navigation on 
Red River. He estimated tbe cost at $372,580. He made this 
recommendation on the condition that the entire amount be 
appropriated at once, and that the commerce would be found 
to justify the expenditure.. On the latter point he-expressed 
no opinion. He made estimates for continuing the snaggincr 
and clearing work. At that time $35,873.00 bad been expended 
in this form of im]:)rovement. Snagging, dredgrng, and straight­
ening operations -were continued during the foflowing year, the 
balance on July 1, 1875, being $4,250, $20,16G..36 having been 
expended during the fiscal year ending on that day. In review­
ing the work of .the previous year, Captain Benyaurd, who bad 
~:mcceeded Captain Howell, stated that the construction of the 
dam had not been begun because the amount .of the apprqpri.a.­
tion was in ufficient. This is certainly a r emarkable state­
ment. If at the present time there should be recommended a 
eei~tain project at a total cost of $70,000 and an initial appro­
priation of 50,000 should be obtained, it would be considered 
quite an achievement. Captain Benyaurd, in this same report, 
announced that the raft in Red River had been removed, and 
that the removal had seriouslY affected the interests of Jeffer­
son through the impairment of Cypress Bayou navigation. 

During the fiscal year ending July 1, 1876, $4,237.58 was ex­
pended in dredging and snagging. The rivers and harbors act 
of August 14, 1876, carried an appropriation of $13,.000- for con­
tinuing the work of dredging and removing obstructions in 
Cypress Bayou, Texas. (19 Stat. L., 132-130.) During the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1877, $3,121.37 was expended uri.der 
the o~d project of dredging and snagging. The Texas and 
Pacific Railroad liad been constructed to Jefferson,. diverting a 
large part of Jefferson's trade from New Orleans to St. Louis, 
and Captain Benyaurd., in his report of July 2, 1877, stated that 
there was great competition between the steamboats and the 
railroads, showing the actual saving resulting to the people from 
navigation, He stated that when navigation was closed the 
railroad rate per bale of cotton from Jefferson. to St. Louis was 
$4; when open, $3; that when navigation was closed the rail­
road rate per bale from Jefferson to New Orleans was $4; when 
open, $2.50. By steamboat from Jefferson to New Orleans it 
was $1.50 to $2 per bale. lle further showed that the railr·oad 
rate frorri St. Louis to Texarkana, where there was no naviga­
tion, a distance of 480 miles, -was $105 per cm·load ; from St. 
Louis to Jefferson, where there was navigation, a distance of 
551 miles, $75 per carload. He also stated that the citizens of 
Jefferson had expended over $60,000 altogether in the improve- · 
ment of Cypress Bayou.. 

During the fiscal year ending June 30. 1878, $0,8G4:.32 had been 
expended mainly in the construction of a new dredge, the old 
dredge having sunk. The act of June, 1878 (U S. Stat. L., vol. 
20, 152-163), contained an appropriation of $15,000 for improving 
Cypress Bayou, and the act of 1\Iarch 3, 1879 ( Ib., 363-377), made 
an appropriation of $6,000 for the same purpose. During the 

fiscal year ending "June 30, 1879, the amount expended in com­
pleting the dredge, in snagging, etc., was $13,872.70, the total 
cost of the dredge being $20,000. The dredge was put in corn­
mission January 20., 1879. During the fiscal year ending June 
30, 18 0, the amount expended in snagging and dredging was 
$2,824.67. In J une, 1879, the dredge boat built expressly for 
Cypress Btl.you at a cost of $20,000, that amount being charged 
to Cypress Bayou, was taken to the mouth of lled River and put 
at work there. In January, 1880, it was taken to Shreveport to 
be returned thence to the mo-uth of Red River in June. Th.e 
Chief of Engineers, in his annual report of October 16, 1880, 
briefly reviewing the entire work since 1872, says : · 

In many instances tbe work had been so imperfectly done, leaving 
projecting stumps, as to make navigation exceedingly dangerous. 

Let me add that thousands of these projecting stumps may be 
seen along the water-way to-day. In view of the statement just 
quoted one would naturally w-onder why the dredge wrrs re~ 
moYed to Red River. The officer in charge, Captain Benyaurd, 
in lJis report of July 1, 1880, stated that up to that time tlle 
citizens of Jefferson had spent over $70,000 on the waterway; 
that when navigation was open flour could be obtained in Jeffer- . 
son at $10 t() $12 per barrel, when closed the cost was $25 per 
barrel. Let it be observed here that at this: time J efferson ·had 
ill:td for several year . the railroads she has to-day~ that there 
were open and closed seasons of navigation then as there are 
to-day. Before the raft was. removed there was navigation ali 
the year l'Ound. The raft had been completely removed in 1875 . . 
In 1880, five years afterwards, the effect of the removal had 
fully developed and there were certain low-water seasons then, 
as there nre to-day, when a child coul-d cross the fiats. It is 
the accumulation of snags and stumps during the last ten or 
twelve years that has obliterated navigation to--day and not 
the raih.'tmd.s or the condition of tile flats in extreme low water . . 

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1881, the amount 
charged to Cypt·ess Bayou was $1,549.04, although not a cent 
was expended on Cypress Bayou. Throughout thls fiscal year 
the Cypress Bayou ru·edge wru; kept at work in Red River and 
" no actual work of irp.provement was carried on in Cypress 
Bayo-u," to quo-te the exact language of Major, formerly Cap­
tain, Benyaurd in his report of July 27, 1881. 

During the :fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, no- work wa.s done 
on the bayou, although $22"5.22 was charged tr1ereto. The dredge 
belonging to Cypress B.a:you was stiH kept in Red lliver. During 
the fiscal year ending Jun-e 30, 1883, no- -work was done, although 
$845.78 was charged to Cypress Bayou and the dredge belong­
ing to Cypress Bayou was still kept in Red River. In his re­
port for that fiscal year the officer in charge stated that Jeffer­
son received during tbe year 100,000 bales of cotton, half of 
which b.ad been shipped to- New Orleans by water, and the fig­
ures presented showed that Jefferson's trade had been increas­
ing since 1880. The truth is that the combined advantages of 
railroad a-nd water transportation increa-sed Jefferson's t rade 
nnd fmproTed her rate situation. 

·During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, $932".31 was. ex­
pended on Cypress Bayou, and the Chief of Engineers in his 
annual r eport of October 15, 1884, made the following state-
ment: · 

The first proj-ect for the improvement of Cypress Bayou consisted in 
cutting and dred~in.g a channel through the lake and bayou. thus at­
fording a good high-water channel from Jefferson, Tex., to Shrevepo11t, 
La. 'l'his work was completed in 1880, but since then the timber has 
grown u.p again, and for the purpose of removing it the U.S. S. Thomas 
B. Flonmce- made one- trip to Jefferson, Te~., doing as mueh work as 
the high stage of water would permit. 

Evidently this work of the Florence was unsatisfactory. The 
officer in charge, :Major Miller, in his report for that fiscal yeru· 
said of this trip of the Florence that-

On account of bigh water but little could be accomplished, on1-y 149 
leaning trees being eu t down. 

Nothing was said concerning the Cypress Bayou dredge. 
During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885, $775.34 was ex­
pended, and the Cypress Bayou dredge was still kept in Red 
River. 

The rivers and harbors act of July 5, 1884: (U.S. Stat. L., vol. 2.3-, 
133-151) , directed a resurvey to ascertain if permanent improve­
ment of the stream could not be made in some other way than 
by a dam across Albany fiats. An examination was made and 
a repol't submitted recommending that the improvement be co-n­
fined to straightening and marking the present channel, cutting 
stumps therefrom, and :reopening the cuts by dredging, and stat­
ing that this would secure navigation to Jefferson for seven or 
eight months in the year. The cost of the project submitted was 
$13,000. This report sustains my contention that dredging and 
snagging operations will reopen navigation for a. considerable 
part of the year. In 1885 the raft had been removed for over 
ten years and the condition of the waterway w~ practically 

-~ 
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what it is to-day. This report states that dredging was neces.­
sary. And yet the dredge which had been built six years befor.e 
for the express purpose 6f being used in 'ypress Bayou, which 
had been built at a cost of $20,000 and the ·money taken out of a 
Cypress Bayou appropriation, had been kept in Red River dur­
ing practically all of the ix years. 

During the fi cal year ending June 30, 18 G, $31.15 was ex­
pended, and the Cypress Bayou dredge was still kept in Red 
Hir"er. The river and harbors act of August 5, 188G (U. S. 
Stat. ~-. r"Ol. 24, 310-335). contained an fil)f)ropriation of $18,000 
for "improving Cypre::;s Bayou and the lakes between Jeffer on, 
Tex:, and.-Shreveport, La." During the fi ca l year emling June 
30, 1887, $5,600.30 wa expended, and the report of the Chief of 
Engineers of October 22, 1887, as well as the report of the officer 
in charge, Captain "'.illard, show tilat tbi. amount, ns well as 
nearly a ll tile re t of the $1 ,000 appropriated August 5, 1886, 
had been and would be u. ed in rehabilitating the Cypress Bayou 
dredge, which was still in Red Ri\·er, and which now had to be 
rebuilt at the expense of ypress Bayou money. Thus we see 
that this Cypres Bayou dredge, built at an original cost of 
$20,000, this amount being taken out of Cypress Bayou money, 
had been used a lmost all its life in Red River and practically 
worn out there, and that if was now rebuilt at an expense of 
nearly $18,000, this amount being a lso taken out of Cypress 
Bayou m·oney. Thus Cypress Bayou was deprived of the use 
and benefit of by far the larger part of the appropriations of 
June, 1878, and March 3, 1870--that is, of an amount approxi­
m-ating $20,000. 

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888, $12,393.G1 was 
expended in dredging, etc. The rebuilding of the dredge bad 
been begun in April, 1887. It was completed in J uly, 1887, :md 
by far the la rger part of the amount expended during the fi cal 
y·ear ending June 30, 1888, was u ed in completing the dredge. 
In J uly, 1887, the dredge was towed from Shreveport to Jef­
ferson, where the cabin was completed and tlle machinery fitted. 
The work was finished August 15, 1887, and was used for 
dredging work in Cypress Bayou until May, 1888. Althougll 
the dredge had been rebuilt by so large an expenditure of Cy­
p re s Bayou funds, this was the only dredging er"er done on 
the Cypress Bayou waterway by the rehabilitated d1,·edge, with 
the exception of about three months in the year 1 89-90. In 
llis report for this fiscal year Captain ·wmard, the officer in 
charge, strove partially to remedy this . inju tice by recommend­
ing that $7,500 be allotted to Cypress Bayou from Red Rir"er 
funds. (See llou e Ex. Docs., 2d sess. 50th Cong., 1888-89, · 
vol. 4, 1345.) 

During the fi cal year ending June 30, 1889, $338.20 was ex­
pended; also there was expended $1,755.45 of an appropriation 
of $5,000 by the rivers and harbors act of Augu t 11, 1888 
(U. S. Stat. L., r"Ol. 25, 400-433), under the following item : 

Improving Red River, Louisiana and Arkansas : Continuing improve­
ment from Fulton, Ark., to Atchafalnya, including completing the work 
at Alexandria, 65,000, of which $3,000, or so much thereof as may 
be necessary, to be u. ed upon Cypress Bayou and the lakes between 
Shreveport, La., and Jefferson, Tex. -

The money e::\..-pendetl during this fiscal year was for removing 
, tumps and a small amount of dredging. The dredging and 
snagging were not done by the Cypress Bayou dredge, which 
bad again been remoyed to Reel River, but by the Red River 
. nag boat Ho,u;ell . The report of the officer in charge, Captain 
Willard, showed that the work of the fiscal year, which im­
proved the channel from Jefferson to .Mooring port, bad resulted 
in an immediate reduction _ of about GO per cent in competing 
railroad rates. During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1800, 
$2,918.73 was expended in dredging, removing stumps, etc., the 
Cypress Bayou dredge, as well as the snag boat Hozcell, being 
employed from December, 1889, to _ March 6, 1800. The dredge 
was then again taken back to Shrer"eport. 

On February 9, 1890, a resolution pas eel Congress calling on 
tlle Secretary of War for ubmis ion of plans for re. toring per­
manent all-year nar"igation between Jefferson and Sbrewport. 
The matter was referred to Captain Willard, the officer in 
charge, who recommended that a smTey be oruered for a dam 
at the llead of Soda Lake and for dredging through Soda Lake 
to Twelvemile Bayou and Red Rir"er. This i almost the same 
plan suggested by Captain Wooten in his la . t report. Pending 
tlle completion of the urvey, Captain Willard recommended that 
. nagging arrcl dredging continue, and asked for $15,000 for the e 
purposes. 

The act of September 19, 1890 (U. S. Stat. I;., r"Ol. 26, 42G-
4G5) appropriated $10,000 for the survey recommen<led abor"e. 
No appropr~iation wa made for dreuging and snagging and no 
work of this kind was done in the fiscal year · ending June 30, 
1891. On the suney $9,897.99 was expended and $2,000 a ked· 
with which to complete it In his report of Jtme 30, 1891, 
Captain Willard, the officer in charge, merely reported progress 

on the survey an<l asked for $5,000 for snagging and clearing, in 
addition to the amount asked for the completion of t he surTey, 
using t h is language : 

Even if boats should not run between Jel!erson and Shreveport on 
regular trip , the knowledge that there is a navigable cha.nnel.for small 
boats at medium stages will be sufficient to keep railr·oad f1·eight 
charges within reasonable limits. and thus benefit the pconle ft)J ' wbt)m 
Jeffer on is the market and distributing point. (llouse Ex. Docs. 1st 
sess. 52d Cong., 1891- 92, vol. 6, 1956.) 

Thi statement exactly fit the situation to-day. During the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1802, $9G was expended and the 
dredge still kept in Reel River, de pite the reports of the pa t 
bYo years recommending snagging and dredging work. 

The rivers and harbors act of Ju ly 13, 1892 (U. S. Stat. L. , 
>OI. 27, 88-116), contained an appropriation of $!3,000 for Cy­
press Bayou, as a part of the Red Hiver appropriation, to be 
used for cleaning and dredging, and $2,000 wa provid d by an 
independent Cypress Bayou clau e for completing tile . urvey. 

Durin'g the fisca l year ending June 30, 1803, $1,930.34 was ex­
pended· in completing the surr"ey. Of the $5,000 appropriate(} 
J uly 13, 1892, for cleaning and dredging, not a cent was expended 
and the Cypress Bayou dredge remained in Red River. The 
engineer in charge of the survey, H . l\I. Marshall, submitted lli 
report, which proposed a p lan for a dam with waste weir acros 
Soda Lake and a connection with Red River through Cotton­
wood Bayou by a lock with double gates at an estimated co t 
of $375,000. In submitting this repor t, the Chief of Engineer. 
in his report of September 19, 1893, said : 

' In view of the limited amount of commerce to be benefited, the cost 
of operating and maintaining, and the fact that the probable life of the 
improvement can not be estimated, It is doubtful whether the work 
should be undertaken. 

In submitting Captain l\larshall's surYey and report, aptain 
Willard, ·the district officer, said: 

Considering the needs of Jefferson alone, I should recommend improv­
Ing the present bayou channel from Jet'l'erson to the head of Twelve­
mile Bayou by removing the logs and cypress stumps, wldenin"' it by 
dredging, easing the cm·ves, clearing the banks of the bayou of leaning 
timber, and marking the channel by clusters of piles, beacons, and 
buoys. 

It will be observed that while lock and dam projects for per­
manent all-year navigation were never entered upon, projects 
for dredging, snagging, and cleaning, in order to 1:ireserve the 
six to eight months' navigation which a lways existed, were 
always recommended. 

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1804, ·$1,G82.83 was 
expended in removing stumps, etc., but there was no dredging. 
The r~r"ers and harbors act of August 17, 1804: (U. S. Stnt. L ., 
vol. 28, 338-372), appropriated $10,000 for dredging and re­
moving obstructions and straightening channel between J effer­
son, Tex., and Shrer"cport, La. Captain Willard, the officer in 
charge, in his report of July 30, 1805, stated that no dredging 
had been done during the previous fiscal year for the reason 
that the Cypress Bayou dredge was now illsuited to the work, 
and that be had some time before recommended the construc­
tion of a new dredge; that this new dredge had been authorized 
to be purchased on June 18, 1895, and that it was the intention 
to use it on Cypress Bayou as oon as practicable. Thus the 
rehabilitated dredge, whicll had been built with ypre s Bayou 
funds at a cost of nearly $18,000, had been practically worn out 
in Red River, and Cypress Bayou deprived of by far the larger 
part of the moneys expended in its construction. Let it be said 
further ·that of the $5,000 appropriated ~uly 30, 1892, for Cy­
press Bayou, the item of $1,682.83 expended in the fi~cal year 
ending June 30, 1894, was the only portion er"er used for Cypress 
Bayou. Thus less than $6,000 of Red Rir"er appropriations 
were used on Cypre s Bayou, while two plendid dredges built 
out of Cypress Bayou fund and intended for Cypre Bayou, 
costing approximately $38,000, were practically worn out in 
Red Rir"er. 

'l'o be specific, the first dredge was completed at a co t ot 
$20,000 of Cypress Bayou funds on January 20, 1 70. It wa. 
used on Cypress Bayou for five months and taken to Red River 
in June, 1870, where it was used until 18 7, and was by that 
time practically worn out. In other words, it was u ed fir"e 
montil in Cypress Bayou and nearly eight years in Red River. 
Let me here refer again to the fact that during the fisca l years 
ending June 30, 1881, and June 30, 1 2, $1,540.04 and $225.22, 
re pectively, were charged to Cypres Bayou, although no work 
wa done thereon, and that in. the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1 84:, $932.31 was expended on Cypress Bayou, with the result 
that only 149 leaning trees were cut down. The dredge wa re­
built in 1887 at a total co t of about $18,000 of Cypress Bayou 
money. It was fini bed on August 15, 1887, and used on the 
bayou until May, 1888, and later from December, 1 80, to March, 
1 00, or about a year altogether. During the remainder of its 
life it was used in Red RiY r, and in July, 1 95, pronounced 
unfit for work on Cypre. s Bayou. Thus it wa u eel about a 
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year on Cypress Bayou and about eight years on Red River. 
During the fiscal ·year ending June 30, 1895, there was no · ex­
penditure on the bayou. The dredge ordered for Cypress Bayou 
on June 18, 1895, came from the Government's Mississippi fleet 
at Vicksburg and was simply transferred. 

The rivers and harbors act of June 3, 1896 (U. S. Stat. L., 
vol. 29, 202-244), appropriated $5,000 for continuing improve­
ments on Cypress Bayou, Texas. During the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1896, only 82 cents was expended on Cypress Bayou. 
The Chief of Engineers, in his report of September 29, 189G, 
stated that the 1894 appropriation of $10,000 and the 189-3 ap­
propriation of $5,000 had not yet been expended because there 
was no plant available and the cost of towing a dredge long 
distances to · and from the work rendered the contract ihexpe­
dient with the limited amount .available, and that as soon as 
practicable it was intended to transfer the dredge brought from 
the Mississippi to this work; that no snagging or cleaning of 
any consequence had been done since 1892 and no dredging 
since 1888. IIe did not state what had become of the Cypre s 
Bayou dredge, nor does it figure in any of the subsequent re­

·ports. He added that the commerce in the bayou had become 
insignificant, but "that the maintenance of the water route 
would act more as a check on freight rates than as a means of 
transportation." He did not state the real reason for the 
dwindling of commerce on the bayou, the lack of cleaning and 
dredging for many years and the consequent accumulation of 
snags and Qther obstructions. 

I 

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1897, $619.17 wns 
clla1-ged to Cypress Bayou, but not a cent was expended thereon, 
although on June 24, 189G, Major Willard, the engineer in 
charge, submitted a definite project for the expenditure of tbc 
amounts appropriated in 1895 and 1896 in snagging and clenn­
ing operations, a project \Yhicb was finally approved by the 
Chief of Engineers. (H. Docs., vol 5, 55th Cong., 2d e s., 
1892.) In his report of July 1, 1897, Major Willard stated thnt 
it was still intended to bring over the Mississippi dredge; that 
it bad left Vicksburg on June 25, 1897, and on June 30 was nenr 
Colfax; La., on Red River. 

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, $3,525.57 was 
charged to Cypress Bayou, but not a cent expended thereon. 
The Chief of Engineers in his annual report of September ~9, 
1898, stated that the Mississippi dredge reached Shreveport July 
5, 1897, but during the ensuing twelve months there was no 
stage of water high enough for the dredge to cross Albany 
Flats; that with the single exception of the fiscal year 1894-95 
this was the first twelve months in the tn-enty-six years during 
which there bad been gauge readings at Shren 'port without a 
rise sufficient to put the dredge across the flats. 

In January, 1898, be says, after a rise bad set in and there 
was reasonable probability of getting the dredge across the flats 
a small United States snag boat, the Oolmnbia, was added to the 
plant at Shreveport as a tender for the dredge and that since 
then necessary repairs and alterations of the boats were made 
and they were not taken over during the rise. Why he waited 
six months before making necessary repairs and alterations on 
the dredge does not appear. He repeated what had been said in 
a former report about the smallness of commerce on the stream 
and added that its maintenance would mean more as a check on 
freight rates than as a means of tmnsportation. lie attempted 
no explanation for not taking the dredge to Jefferson in January, 
1898, when the rise first appeared, and making the repairs 
there. The overseer in charge of the dredge and snag boat went 
over the Cypress Bayou route in a skiff in February, 1898, and 
said that if the dredge were at Jefferson it could do good work 
between Jefferson and Mooringsport, or on Cypress Bayou and 
Caddo Lake. The fact is that if the Cypress Bayou dredge 
boats of 1879 and 1887 had been kept at Jefferson they could 
have operated constantly over a greater part of the waterway­
over all that part above Albany Flats. 

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1899, $3,577.92 was ex­
pended, a party equipped with tools, tackle, and explosives 
working over the route from August to November, 1899. The 
dredge was still kept at Shreveport, the Chief of Engineers stat­
ing ·in his annual report of September 28, 1899, that at no time 
during the preceding two years had the water been sufficiently 
high for the dredge to cross the flats. Evidently a considerable 
part of the amount expended d~ring this fiscal year was charged 
to the maintenance of the dredge at Shreveport. The report of 
the officer in charge for this fiscal year, l\lajor Willard, stated 
that the highest reading of the Shreveport gauge was 15.6 feet 
on January 24, 1899. l\Iy own observations, made on a skiff 
trip from Mooringsport to Shreveport on July G, 1905, show that 
there must have been an ample depth at that time to permit the 
dredge to cross the flats-that is, there must have been a suffi­
cient depth on January 24, 1899, when the Shreveport gauge read 

15.6 feet. When I made the above trip, the Shreveport gauge 
showed 20.7, and :there was neaily 7 feet of depth over the 
shallowest portion of the flats. 

During the fiBcal year ending June 30, 1900, $843.30 was 
charged to Cypress Bayou, but not a cent was expend~d on it, 
this amount being used for the maintenance of the dredge at 
Shreveport. The Chief of Engineers stat~d in his annual i·eport 
of September 28, 1900, that in the last three year8 the dredge 
could at no time get across the flats. During the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1901, $885.60 was charged to Cypress Bayou, but 
no work was done thereon. Evidently this .amount wa used for 
maintaining· the dredge at Shreveport. The Chief of Engine rs 
stated ·in his ·annual report of October 1, 1901, that dmiug the 
last four years the water had never been sufficiently high for 
the dredge to be taken across the flats. The district otlicer, 
~Iajor Casey, stated that the highest reading of the gauge at 
Shreveport was 16.4 feet on June 7, 1901. At thi time both the 
district officer and the hief of Engineers made the remarkable 
discovery that dredging would be of no use to navigation. If 
this were so, it was certainly very wrong to charge the bayou 
with the maintenance of the dreqge. 

During the fiscal year ending J une 30, 1902, $933.10 was 
charged to Cypress Bayou, but not a cent was expended thereon 
this amount being used for the care of the dredge at Shreveport. 
The district officer stated that at no time during this year ·ould 
the dredge be taken across the flats, t he highest reading of the 
gauge at Shreveport being 17.6 June 13-18, 1902. During the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1903, $1,236.10 was charged to Cy­
press Bayou, but no work was done thereon, the amount being 
u ed for the keep of the dredge. This time the district officer 
said that it was impracticable to take the dredge to Cypre. s 
Bayou and return it to Red River afier expending available 
funds, and added that at but one time in six years could the 
dredge have cros ~ed the flats. It is certainly remarkable that 
after twenty-six successive years, in each of which, with one ex­
ception, the dredge could have crossed the flats, there should 
have followed six consecutive years in which, with the excep­
tion of one period, it could not do so. Either this l\lissis ippi 
dredge drew more water than it should have done to work on 
Cypress Bayou, or the engineers were mistaken when they said 
that the boat could not be towed across the flats. From my 
own personal observation and knowledge, ·! affirm that when the 
Shreveport gauge is at 15 a bpat drawing 2, 2!, and (when there 
is a head rise also) even 3 feet can cross the flats. During the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1904, no work was done nor was any­
thing done during the fiscal years ending June 30, 1905, and 
June 30, 1906, respecHvely. 

The rivers and harbors act of June 13, 1902, authorized a pre­
liminary examination af the old plan for a dam at Albany Flats · 
and a ditch to Red River. The report was made on December 1, 
1902, and was, -of course, unfavorable. The construction of 
levees along Red River had made such a plan utterly imprac­
ticable. The rivers and harbors act of March 3, 1905, directed 
a resurvey, with an examination of the falls at Little Pass. 
The report was made on December 23, 1905, and outlined a 
plan by which permanent navigation might be obtained through 
the erection of a lock and dam at the foot of Caddo Lake and 
the dredging of a channel thence through Soda Lake to Twelve­
mile Bayou, the cost being estimated at $525,000. The recom­
mendation was unfavorable on account of the engineer's belief 
that the commercial returns would not justify the expenditure. 
Captain Wooten's report showed that during the fiscal year end­
ing June 30, 1901>, despite the twelve or fifteen years that had 
elap ed since any effective snagging and cleaning work bad 
been done on the bayou, two boats engaged in the river trade 
carried a freight of 1>,897 tons, value $32,320. Asst. Engineer 
,V. H. Polk, who did the actual work of the survey ordered by 
the act of 1905, recommended that the channel be cleared of 
snags and other obstructions and marked by signs through the 
stumpy part of Soda Lake. 

In endeavoring to show the Board of Engineers for Rivers 
and Harbors that Captain Wooten's plan should be favorably 
recommended, Senator CULBERSON and I presented data show­
ing that the torinage of eleven counties in Texas withln a radius 
of less than 100 miles of Jefferson arpounted in the year 1905 to 
over one billion and a half pounds of freight, and that a reduc­
tion of only 10 per cent in the freight rate on this amount would 
be a saving every year of over twice the amount estimated by 
Captain 'Vooten to be the cost of the proposed improvement. 
We showed that if Jefferson could get the rate from New York 
to Houston and Beaumont the average saving in less than car­
load lots would be 65 per cent, and in carload lots 36 per cent. 
We showed that by adding the Texas commission mileage rates 
from Jefferson to points in the eleven counties within a radius 
of less than 100 miles of Jefferson the average saving would 
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be from 16 to 26 per cent on carload lots :md from 30 to 48 per 
cent on less than caTload lots. We presented comparative rates 
from New York, St Louis, Kansas City, and New Orleans to 
Shreyeport, La., the -eastern terminus <>f the J"efferson-Sln·eve· 
port "IT"aterway, and a water point, and to Jeffer on, which is 
not now considered a. water point, showing a difference ef from 
uO to 200 per cent on carload lots against Jefferson. In addi­
tion "IT"e presented an unqualified statement fi·om Ron. 0. B. 

o.lquitt, one of the Texas Tailroad commi sioners, to the effect 
that if naV"igation could be restored to Jefferson the Texas 
railroad commission "IT"ould use Jefferson as a water-b.asing point 
and tllat all north Texas rates would be reduced from 10 to 33! 
per cent. Commis ioner Colquitt placed the saving which would 
result to north and northeast Texas from tile 1·estoration of nav­
igation to Jefferson as easily equaling one-half million dollars 
per annum. It will perhaps be. best to give here Railroad Com­
missioner Colquitt's exact statement regru·ding Cypress Bayou 
na>igation: 

TEXAS RAILROAD CO:\UIISSIOY, 
· A1tstin, 'l.'e:c., Ma1-ch 19, 1906. 

Hon. Monms SREPPAIW, M. c., Waslzington, D. o. 
DEAR Sm : Replying to your l~tter of March 15, beg to advise that 

the Texas and i'acific Railway, at my request, furni hed the following 
statement showing amount of business done by that line from and to 
stations from Texar·kana to Mineola; also on the year ending Decem-
ber 31, 1906 : . · 
From Texarkana to Mineola, inclusi'"e: 

Inbound freight ----------------------------- $358., ·07-!. 2u 
Outbound freight ------------------------------ 511, 281. 30 

Transcontinenb!.l Junction to Paris, inclus ive : 
Inbound freight ------------------------------ 165, 6B7. 40 
Outbound freight --:-------------------------- 176. 741. 00 

Total-------~-------------------------------- 1,211,769. 95 
I assume that with the navigation ef Cypress Bayou up to Jefferson 

that the same rates would apply to .Jefferson that now ;apply to Shreve­
port, La. Estimating the benefits accordingly, I think that 20 per cent 
of the freight cill.l.rges between the points named above would be saved 
to the shippers, or· a sum approximating $250,000 JJer ann-um would be 
·saved to the people of that section of Texas. With navigation up to 
Jefferson 1 am of the opinion that the traffic passing through that place 
and on the stations between those named on the 'l'e.xas and Pacific 
would increase 20 per cent over the amount given in the :figures above. 

I ha>e not heru:d from the auditor of tbe Cotton Belt road, but think 
it safe to say that -with the navigation of ·Cypress Bayou up to Jefl'er-

. on and with water rates .applying to that point, the rates prescribed 
by 'the Texas railroad com.mis ion would b.ase on .Jefferson, and all 
north Texas rates would be reduced from 10 to 33~ per cent on those 
which now apply. The .saving, in my humble judgment, would easily 
equal one-half million per annum to . the freight payers of north and 
northeast Texas. 

I can. not urge upon you .and the other Representati>es in Congress 
too strongly the need of water competition within our borders. 

1 bud intended making up a statement shoWing the number of bales 
of cotton produced in this radius, but the figures which the Texas and 
Paciftc has furnished me ·include the .earnings ·Of that line on cotton 
shipments -as well as other classes of freight. 

If there is anything further you think of I·can do to assist in secu.r-
lng the a_p_pTopriation for Cypress Bayou, let me know. · 

Your.s, _very truly, 
0. B. CoLQUITT, Oo7nmissioner. 

Despite this .showing the Board of Engineers -concurred in 
the unfavorable conclusion of Captain 'Vooten with Teference 
to the dam, etc. Thus this lock and dam project was rejected, 
as have been all former lock and dam projects submitted in 
connection with this waterway. It a_ppears from the reports of 
Captain Wooten and the Board of Englneers that the w.aterway 
is still navigable from Shreveport to Jefferson during high­
water eas.ons, and thaf it is navigable dm·ing nearly all the 
year from .Jefferson to Mooringsport. The ri yers and harbors 
act of 1\Iarch 3, 1905, besi-des directing the resurvey, provided 
that the balance remaining from the :appropriations .of 1895 and 
1896 which had been deroted almost entirely to the mainte­
·nande of the dl'edge at Shreyeport, the balance being .$3,556.10, 
should be expended in snagging operations on Cypress B.ayou, 
between l\Ioo1·ingsport and Jefferson. Thus from the rivers and 
h:lrbors .act of June 10, 1872, which appropriated $10,000 for 
snagging and deaning operations, to the act of March 3, 1905, 
the project of snagging, removing obstructions, etc., has been 
recognized and upheld. The work {)f expending this balance 
began in September of thi.s year .and has hru·dly yet been con­
cluded. 

On September 17 of this y-ear a large Red RiYeT quarteT 
boat, 70 feet long, lG feet wide, and drawing about a foot, 
pa~sed oYer the fiats and rapids at one of. the lowest water sea-

ons of the yea1· to begin tile ~ork between Mooringsport and 
Jefferson. I was on the boat as it passed <>ver the rapids, com­
moruy known as tile "falls," and :fiats. As this work bega.n 
since the close of the last fiscal year nothing is said con-cerning 
it in the current engineers' reports which apply soleiy to that 
year. Although the resurYey was distinctly directed without 
. any relation or reference to this . unexpended balance, which 
wa3 appropriated exclusiyely for snagging woTl~ the engineers 
charged the -expense .of this resur:rey to this bal:lnce. The cost 

of the resurvey "IT"as $013.05. I accompanied Assistant Engineer 
Polk when be made the resmTey, camping out in all sorts of 
~eather, and acted as recorder in oTder to cut down the ex­
pense as much as I pos ibly could by lending my own efforts. 
I understand that the dl·edge at Sbreyeport was sold seyeral 
year ago. The proceeds, w hateyer they were, .lm Ye not been 
credited to Cypress Bayou. 

Since th-e work between Jefferson and Mooringsport began in 
September excellent results have appeared. The channel througll 
Caddo Lake has been partially cleared, and 1\Ir. F. L. Mundy, who 
has a sawmill on the lake about 10 miles aboYe Mooringsport, 
bas already ·put on a boat .and barge .and has commenced shipping 
lumber over this channel to Mooringsport. He expects to ship 
seYer~l millions of feet next year, besides shingle , telephone 
poles, etc., and if the work is continued and the river cleared 
to Jefferson he intends to put on another regular boat between 
Jefferson and Mooringsport. The clearing of the channel be­
tween .J efferwn :md Mooringsport will give J effer on connection 
with the Kansas City Southern Railroad, which cro es Caddo 
Lake at Mooringsport, and it will thus ba-re connection with a 
competing railroad to the Gulf of Mexico. The town of At­
lanta, Tex., about 30 miles abo--re Jefferson on the Texas and 
Pacific, which also runs through Jeffer on, llas built a rail­
road of its own in order to get <:onnection with the Kansas City 
South-ern ~t Bloomburg, Tex., abQut 30 miles abov-e .Moorings­
port, at a cost of oYer $80,000, .and the saying effected on freight 
rates by ·this connection with a competing railroad to the Gulf 
equals eyery year the original -cost of the connecting railro.ad. 
As no -snagging or clearing work of any consequence has been 
done on Cypres Bayou in tweln~ or fifteen years, it is not sur­
pri ing that there has been an accumulation of snag , timber, 
obstructions, ete. 

By way of summary it may be said that while the various 
lock and dam projects .since the law of March 3~ 1873, providing 
for the construction of dams, TI·hich Jaw "Was never carried out, 
ha>e been reported unfayorably, still the pToject<3 for snagging, 
dredging, :and clearing operations have· been recognized and 
upheld from the act of June 28, 1872, to the recent act of 1\Iarch 
.3, 1905. The effect of the I'emonll of the raft bad fully devel­
oped by 1880, and the mo railroads "IT"hich run through .Jefferson 
to-day "·ere ill full operation in that yeaT. Yet in 1883, of the 
100,000 _ib-.ale.s of cotton receiYed at Jefferson, oyer half were 
shipped to -..ew Orleans by water, and Jefferson' trade ·haa 
begun to how an increase. Since the remoyaJ of the r..aft there 
haYe been open and clo ed sea ons of navigation, and the con­
d~ti<>n of the stream to-day is physically what it w.as in 1880, 
with the exception of an enormous accumulation of snags. 
Commerce gradually disappeared from the streain after 1885 on 
account Qf the remoyal of the dredges intended for Cypress 
Bayou to .Red River and ·the per istent neglect of nagging and 
dr-edging operations .authorized in various law . We find that 
the people of J e:fferson had in 1880 expended ol·er $70.,000 on the 
waterway. 

Let me add here that when the waterway was sufficiently 
deared of obstr-uctions to permit navigation during the op-en 
seasons rai~·oad rates immediately lTOUld go down. The state­
ment of Captain Willard in his report of June 30, 1891, is .appli­
<:able to-:day ; 

E>.en i.f boats should not run between J effe rson and Shreveport on 
regular trips the knowledge that there is a navigable channel for small 
boats at medium stages will be · sufficient to keep railroad fre.ig.bt 
charges within reasonable limit and thus b enefit the people for whom 
Je.ffer on is the market and distrib"Qting point. . 

In addition we ba--re the statement of Railroad Commissioner 
Colquitt to the effect that when navigation is restored Jeffer ou 
will be made the wat-er basing point for an immense section of 
populous and productiye territory. 

In further re-view of the entire subject it may be said that 
not only wa the greater pa-rt of the work on Cypress Bayou 
inefficiently done, but also large portions of appropriations 
specifically made for Cypress Bayou and sums charged to 
Cypr-ess Ba-you work have been ·diverted to other· purposes. ·The 
Chief of Engineers in his annual report of October 10, 1880, 
s aid, after re-viewing the entire work sinee 1872, on which -about 
$75,000 had been expended· and which represents the longest 
period of continuous work eyer done on the bayou, that-

In many• instances the w.ork had been so imperfectly done, leaving pro­
jecting stumps, as to make navigation exceedingly dangerous. 

In his report of Oct<>ber 15, 1884, the Chief of Engin-eers 
stated that the -timber bad gro"IT"D up again. In the fi cal years 
ending 1881, 1882, and 1883 no work bad been done, and the 
only work done in the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, was one 
trip of the -steamer Fl01·ence, with the result that only 149 lean­
ling trees were cut down, and this at an e:xpen e of nearly $1,000 . 
!During the twenty-two y-ears from 1884 to 1906 the only :reara 
in which snagging and cleaTing work of any e:xter.t was done 
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were 1885 (fi ·cal), 1889, 1890, 189-!, and 1899, tbe amount ex­
penued in these five years being le s than $11,000. Tbe only 
<lretlging from 1884 to 1006 was done in 1887-88 and in 1889- 00. 
During the fi cal year encling Jnne 30, 1881, $1,54:0.04 was 
cbarged to Cypress Bayou, but no work was done thereon. In 
the following fiscal year $225.22 was similarly charged and no 
work was uone. In the followin<>' fiscal year, 1883, no -work was 
clone, although $845.78 -was charged to Cypress Bayou. Of the 
~G,OOO appropriated July 30, 1802, . for Cypress Bayou, tlle sum 
of $1,682.83 was expended in the fiscal year of 1894, and was 
the only portion of this appropriation ever used for Cypress 
Bayou. There is a just credit, therefore, from this appropria­
tion of $3.317.17 in fa>or of Cypress Bayou. The dredge wbich 
''as built at a cost of $20,000 of Cypress Bayou funds on Jan­
uary 20, 1879, -was used on Cypress Bayou for but fi>e mon.tfis 
and taken to Red Ri>er in June, 1879, where it -was used until 
1887 and practically worn out. This dredge was rebuilt in 1 87 
at a total cost of $18,000 of Cypress Bayou money. 

During 1887-88 and 1889-90 it was u ed for about twelve 
months altogether on Cypress Bayou and was then taken to Reel 
RiYer and used until July, 1895, when it was pronounced unfit 
for work on Cypress Bayou. Certainly of the $38,000 expended 
for these dredges Cypress Bayou is entitled to a credit of at 
least $33,000. The riyers and harbors act of August 17, 189-!, 
appropriated $10,000 for dredging and remo>ing obstructions 
and h·aightening channel ' between Jefferson, Tex., and Shreye­
port, La., and the riyers and barbors act of June 3, 189G, appro­
priated $3,000 for continuing improyements on Cypre. s Bayou, 
Texas. About a year later a project for the expenditure of tbese 
appropriations in snagging and cleaning operation -wa. outlined 
and appro>ed. We haye seen that a dredge was brought from 
Vicksburg to Shreyeport in 1897, but that it nm·er entered the 
Jeffer on-Shreyeport waterway. The greater part of the appro­
priations of 1894 and 189G was used for the maintena:nce of this 
dredge at Shreyeport and only in 1899 were snagging operations 
undertaken. The · unexpended balance of these appropriations 
on June 30, 190G, was $3,55G.1G. Tbus $9,443.84 had been ex­
pended .out of appropriations ex."J)ressly made for Cypre s Bayou, 
almost all of which was useu to maintain the dredge at Shreve­
port. 

The project contemplated snagging as well as dredging oper~t­
tion. . Conceding that it was proper to use part of the funcl.s 
for tbe reasonable maintenance of the dredge boat for a rea on­
able time, and conceding that the small party 'Thich made a 
snagging trip over the route in 1899 expended $3,000, Cy­
press Bayou is certainly entitled to a credit of at least $2,500 
from these appropriations made originally for its ex:clu in~ 
benefit. · If the dredge boat could ha>e been gotten across the 
fiat , wllich I assert could ha>e been done during almost any 
J-ear from 1897 to 1005, Cypress Bayou is entitled to reimbur e­
ment in a much larger sum. Finally, I submit that it was an 
injustice to take the cost of the last resurYey, which ,Tas 
$G13.05, out of the amount of the unexpended balance apJ)l'O­
priated for snagging work by tbe act of 1903. I submit alto­
gether that Cypress Bayou is entitled to a credit on account on 
tllese items of over $42,000. 

IIi view of the fact that the little work done since Septembc:r 
had already shown the beginnings of a reYi>al of commerce 
and in >iew of the facts and arguments herein submitte<'l, 
I requested an appropriation of $20,000 for the continuing 
impro>ement of Cypre s Bayou through snagcring, cleaning, re­
mo>ing obstructions, etc., and tlmt an examination be directed 
a. to the advisability of con h·ucting a dam at the foot of Caddo 
Lake. I asked for tbi appropriation in purNuance of a project 
which had been recommended and upllelcl since the Go>ernment 
first took notice of the sh·eam and which was recognized 
through the appropriation of tlle unexpended balance in the act 
of 1905. It will be ob. en·ed that I requested less than balf of 
tbe amount heretofore appropriated for Cypre s Bayou but di­
yerted to other purposes. I feel the deepest and most con­
, mning intere t in Cypre s Bayou, and I asked only a small 
part of what I deemed to be the merest justice. 

1\Iy predecessors, Representatives John C. Connor, W. P. McLean, 
Da>id B. Culberson, Jolin W. Cranford, and John L. Sheppard, my 
fatber, -were all profoundly concerned with this question, and the 
last public act of my father, on the day before he was fatally 
stricken, was a long inteniew 'vitb Congressman BL"RTON, the 
distinguished chairman of the RiYers and Harbors Committee, 
during -which interview he pressed the many arguments in be­
llalf of Cypress Bayou with the most inten. e earnestness. Since 
the beginning of my senice I have de>oted more time anu . tudy 
to this proposition than to any other, haying personally in­
spected e>ery foot of the waterway from Shreyeport to Jeffer­
. on. I am confident that the resumption of snagging and clean­
ing operations will lead to a restoration of navigation for a large 

part of each· year and that this navigation will have a favorable 
effect on railroad rates, as was so notably the case from 1880 to 
1883, long after the remoyal of the raft . and the arrival of the 
railroads and when conditions were practically what the3 are 
to-day. The present rivers and harbors bill carries an appro­
priation of $10,000 for Cypress Bayou and directs an examina­
tion as to the advisability of constructing a dam at tbe foot cf 
Caddo Lake. 

Before leaving Cypress Bayou let me say that the great iL"on­
ore fields of northeast Texas find in Jefferson a logical point 
of conversion and transshipment. Large furnaces are already in 
operation at Jefferson, and pig iron of the finest quality· has ~een 
turned out. It is stated by a geological expert of the Umted 
States Go>ernment, who recently examined these ore fields, that 
this ore would make as fine a grade of plowshares and car 
\Yheels as could be found anywhere. 

S ULPHUR RIVER. 

Sulphur River traverses a large, producti>e, and rapidly de­
Yeloping t-erritory, which is to-day without anytbing like ade­
quate transportation facilities. . 

The country tributary to this riyer has undergone a great 
cbange within the last few years, its development and importance 
ha>ing increased at a marvelously rapid rate. The immigration 
to the ~ection of country througb which this river runs has been 
unparalleled in its history, the population at this time being esti­
mated as practically one-third greater than it -was three years 
ago. A part of this immigration may be rightly attributed to 
the fact that many of the larger landov.-ners have cut their 
holuings into small h·acts and disposed of them to the newcomers 
for potato, afalfa, corn, cotton, cabbage, and general farming 
land . :Many of the larger holdings included vast areas of tim­
ber lnmls-especially is this true of the south side of the ri'n~r­
anu these haye been and are rapidly being cleared. The fame 
of tbe Sulphur River bottom lands bas spread so rapidly that 
land· wbich could have been bought five years ago for $1 an 
acre, llaving since been cleared and improved; are now being 
solu at from $20 to $40 an acre . . This Ian~ is adapted to pract,i­
cally any farm product grown, being e::<...·tremely rich and loamy. 
There are few if any sections in this counh·y that can boast of 
more fertile lands. 

Atlanta, Queen City, Bloomburg, and other towns would re­
ceiye great and ·direct benefit from the na>igation of this river. 
'l'he citizens of Atlanta ov1·n and operate a railroad, whicb do~s 
not owe a dollar and whicb has money to its·credit in the bank , 
to a. point-Bloomburg-within a few miles of the riwr. All 
merchandi e which now comes to Atlanta from Shreveport and 
New Orlean -and practically all the staple groceries and feed­
stuffs come from those points-is deli>ered at Bloomburg by the 
Kansas City Southern Railway, thence hauled to Atlanta by the 
citizens' railway. This railroad has been the means of saving 
the citizens thousands of dollars in · freight charges, and with 
Sulpbur River made navigable and this railroad extended· to 
some point thereon, as has already been decided on in case of 
na>igation, this saving in freight would be marvelously in­
creased and the entire population benefited thereby. The presi­
dent of this railroad told me in person that it cost at present 
$3 or more per bale to haul .cotton to Shreveport by rail from 
Athmta. At Atlanta alone there are 12,000 bale or more 
mark~ted eyery year, and with Sulphur River navigation this . 
cotton could be transported profitably by boat to Shrewport 
or New Orleans for $1 per bale. This, howe>er, would not be 
tbe extent of the riYer"s cotton business, for navigation would 
uncloubtedly oon be tlle cause of a compress being built at At­
l:mta or some neighboring point, which at a low estimate would 
bring ut least 30,000 additional bales for shipment, to say nothing 
of what might originate in · 'l'exarkana or in the ~ulpbur Ri>er 
Valley wesiv~·ard from these mo points. I glean from the offi­
cial report of the Census Bureau the cotton yield of the counties 
com110 ing the Sulphur RiYer Valley, as follows: . 

County. Year. Bales. 

--------------------------------------------- 1----------
?!fille r, Ark ........ _ .......................... _._._.'............... 1904-5 
Bowie .................... _ . __ .•............ _.. . . . • ... . . . . • . • . . . . . . . 1904-5 
Ca . . ............................................................. 1904-5 
Delta ................••...........................•..••............ 1904-5 
Franklin ............................................... ·-··· ....... 1904-5 
Hopkins • . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1904-5 
Lamar . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . .. . . . 190!-5 
?!I orris ..................................... _ ........... _.......... 1904-5 
Red River._ .............. . ....................................... 1904-5 
Titus ....•........... - .. ·-······- · ·· ·· ···· .. •··················•··· 1904-5 

10,625 
21,647 
23, 394 . 
29,761 
9, 939 

40,144 
66, &!4 
9, 315 

37, 394 
15, 316 

Total............................................ . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . .. . . ~61, 179 

I think that a consenatiye estimate of the riyer's cotton 
business each season 'yould be about 270,000 bale , making an 
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estimated saving of over .$500,000. I do not attempt to make 
::my e timate of cotton that might originate outside of the nl.lley 
and find its way to New Orleans na this waterway. 

I candidly .believe, bowever, that the cotton business would 
constitute only a .small part of the total tonnage. While hun­
dred· of acres of land tributary to this rh·er have been cleared, 
there yet remain thou ands of acres of as fine timber as there is 
to be found anywhere. This i particularly true of the north side 
·Of the rh·er. The timber is white oak, pine, gum, and hickory, 
the forme1· as fine a star-e and barrel wood as 'there is in the 
world. There are numerous barrel and star-e factories in New 
Orleans and Shreveport which could use any quantity of this 
timber. It is of especial value, and being situated right on 
the banks of the river it could lJe delivered at these factories 
at a nominal figure. · There is practically no end to the quan­
tity, and its quality is such as to make it a profitable market 
product. There is abundant tie timber in this region also, and 
narigation would furnish a cheap and convenient mode of 
transportation to the several ·railroads crossing the sh'eam. 
The tie busine has always been an extensive one in the Sul­
phur llir-er bottoms, but not nearly so profitable as it would be 
were there any means by which the railroads could be con­
\eniently and cheaply reached. 

A further and most important argument in fa\or of this proj­
ect is the greatly increased acreage in potatoes, cabbage, hay, and 
other feedstuffs in the territory tributary tG this river. Shre\e­
port is and has long been tlle accepted distributing point for thB 
Atlanta section for products of this kind, and with cheap water 
rates to that point the saving in this line alone would amount to 
an enormous figure each ~eason. Mr. F. :M. Greene, of Atlanta, 
who bas a plantation situated directly on Sulphur River, compris­
ing 8,G14 acres, states that <Of the everal hundred acres which he 
has planted in potatoes he confi-dently expects a yield of from 
200 to .300 bushels to the acre. Potatoes are worth on an aver­
age $1 per bushel in this section, and he says with -cheap water 
rates to Sln'eveport that, in the cour e of probably throo years, 
the average yield for the country imm~diately tributary to the 
'river will amount practically to ·250,000 bushels a season. As 
there are spring and fall crops, betwoon 400,000 and GOO,OOO 
bu hels " ' ill be marketed ·every year. The present rate on pota­
toes from .Atlanta to Shreveport is 23 cents per 100 pounds, and 
the transportation of this· crop alone, eYen as low as 10 cents 
per 100 pounds by water-a rate lower than .any railroad could 
possibly make-would be profitable, in the opinion of l\Ir. Greene, 
who has bad extensive experience in transportation matters. The 
acreage in -cabbage is being rapidly multiplied throughout this 
section, as can be said of alfalfa and onions, all of· which are as 
profitable· as that of potatoes and for wh!ch there i always .a 
ready market. Th€ aggregate -of these crop mll amount in ton­
nage to probably more than the potato cr-op. . 

In · addition to these unquestioned conh'i.buting agencies there 
is, beyond a doubt, just opening up an industry on Sulphur River 
which wi.ll rival in importance any of those which have already 
been enumerated. There lie on and near the banks of Sul­
phur Ri\er, a short distance -abo\e the Texas and · Pacific 
Railroad bridge, extensive beds of lignite coal. A company l!a.s 
already been organized to manufacture briquettes, and when 
their plans are completed S'!Jlphur River will furni h the m·eans 
of cheap tran portation for their products to the ircrn fur­
nac at Jefferson, in ca e Cypress Bayou is again made navi­
gable. If not, boweTer, the e products could be transported 
to Shre>eport, for the use of manufacturing concerns, on coal 
·barges and would undoubtedly .bring immense re\enue, as the 
fuel problem has always -been one of eriousness in this section. 
A preliminary survey by the United States Geological Survey 
bas already demonstrated the fact that iron ore abotmds along 
Sulphur Ri\er in extensive quantity. An official of the DepUI·t­
ment told me in person that the lack of cheap and convenient 
means of transportation is the chief cause of the undevelop­
ment of this \alued asset. If Sulphur River were made naviga· · 
ble, and it only requires a small amount of dredging and snag­
ging to be made so, it would tmdoubtedly mean the developm<mt 
of r ource which are necessary to the advanc€ment of man­
ufacturing indu tries in east Texas. Th€re is being projected, 
and there is every Teason to belie\e it will be built, a railroad 
direct from the coal fields of the Indian Territory, which. will 
cross Sulphur_ Ri\er some distance abon~ the Cotton ·Belt . bridge, 
and when this sha11 har-e been done it will practically solve 
the problem of fuel for the lower Sulphur River section, even 
should the supply of lignite briquettes proTe inadequate. Even if 
this railroad should not be built the coal of the Indian Terri­
tory and Oklahoma can be transported down Red Ri\er to the 
mouth of Sulphur and thence up Sulphur. Thus the opening of 
Sulphur will gi\e .a water route from the coal fields_ -of the In­
dian Territory to tlle ore regions of Sulphur. This will bring 
about the development of resources which would cause the great-

est commercial activity this section has er-er known. I wish to 
lay especial emphasis on ·this phase of tlie commercial possibili­
ties of navigation on Sulphur Ri\er. 

As to the physical practicability of the na:\igation of this ri\er, 
there is not and has nerer been any doubt. Steamboats at onB 
time plied this river between a point known a H Knights Blulf" 
and New Orleans, carrying large cargoes of cotton, and on re­
turn trips bringing supplies for the farmers living along the 
1iver. There are numbers of persons still living inCa s Cotmty, 
whom I know personally, and who saw these boats ·and made trips 
to and from New Orleans on them. This was in 1858, 1859, and 
1860, and had any funds been expended in the betterment of the 
river, so I am told by river men competent to judge, this traffic 
would have continued and would have increased - steadily in 
volume. But the · -river has been permitted to deteriorate and 
gradually to fill with large snags and other obsh'Uctions. I had 
a talk with Capt. D. W. Ray, who, some ten or twelve years 
ago, piloted a boat of 100 tons . burden on regular trips from a 
point 70 miles above Sulphur Station to that station, where was 
located an immen e lumber mill. Captain Ray is thoroughly 
familiar with Sulphur River, having lived near its banks for 
many years. He has seen boats plying the river on numerous 
occasions, and tells of the -regular trips of the Buchanan· and 
McDougall from points on Red . River to points on Sulplmr 
River. He remembers di tinctly the landing of boats nt Hag­
gartys Landing, 20 miles abo\e the Texas and Pacific bridge on 
Sulphur River, with cargoes of merchandise from New Orlean , 
and taking on for the retui.n trip cargoes of cotton. He is en­
thusla tic OTer the benefits to be derived from the navigation of 
this stream and he is confident that it can be accomplished at a 
comparatively small cost 

I -would not consider this statement complete without some 
reference to Sulphur River's excellent banks and sound, hard 
river bed.- Its banks are high -and exceptionally firm, the river 
never having been known to change its course. Its bed is of fine 
gravel and hard mud, having no sand to form bars and catch 
drifts. 

As to the prospect of steamboat service on the river, in case it 
should be made navigable, I have to say that 1\Ir. F. 1\l. Greene, 
president of the Atlanta and Bloomburg Railway, has already 
expre sed his intention of placing in commissi-on a boat or boats 
to operate between New Orlean or Shreveport and .a point op­
posite Douglassville or Sulphur Station. l\Ir. Greene, a wealthy 
and progressi\e citi7..en of Atlanta, state that the product of Ills 
farm, to which I have previou ly referred, will alone justify 
him in putting on the boats, to say nothing of other busine s. 

The benefit to be derived from the navigation of this river 
in the counties through which it runs would not fall exclusively 
to any man or set of men, however, but would be beneficial to 
the entire citizenship -of both sides of the river. While the 
citizens of Atlanta and Texarkana seem more directly inter­
ested than those of any other city, Douglassville is so ·ituated 
as to render narigation practica11y a necessity so far as its 
merchandise and produce shipments are concerned. Douglas -
Yille i situated only 3 miles from the river and is _without rail­
road facilities. . The country intervening between it and the 
river is opened up and is in constant cultivation. There is an 
ab olute necessity for some character of shipping facilities for 
this town and section, and Sulphur River is the· natural agency. 
While the e and other towns in this se~tion are in a direct line 
for benefit, the navigation of the river would bring a commercial 
awakening to this entire section of the State. As will be een 
from a glance at the map, the great and fertile section imme­
diately tributary to Sulphur is almost entirely without railway 
facilities; consequently Sulphur Ri\er would serve as a gr~t 
highway for an extensiye territory. . 

In conversation -with men who are in the fish busine s on 
the river, I find that this industry has grown to con iderable 
proportions. The industry brings a revenue of from $-!O;ooo 
to $50,000 yearly to those engaged in it and is taking on re­
newed growth each year. 

The rivers and harbors .act of March 3, 1903, ordered an ex­
amination of Sulp1mr Ri\e~'· The result of that examination 
is to the effect that the ri\er can be made navigable at a cost 
of only $36,000 for a distance of 150 miles at such times as 
boats can enter it ~om Red River and that the river is -worthy 
of improvement. (See House Doc. No. 870, 5Dth Cong., 1:-t 
sess.) Boats can enter Sulphur River from Red Ri•er practi­
cally throughout the year; certainly for at least ten months in 
every year. There will soon 'be two snag boats in operation in 
Red River aboTe Shre-veport, and one of these might be easily 
utilized. But, I submit, the most effective work can be done on 
Sulphur, so thick are the snags in many place , through tl ;c 
construction of one or more quarter boat , costing from $1;200 
to $'1,'500. In new of the fact that at a cost of $3G,CYvO a large 
and productive area in Arkansas and Texas will be given for 
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the :first time truns;ortatlon facilities through the improvement I 
of the stream in accordance With the recent report and estimate 
of the engineers, the Committee 'On Ri\ers and Harbors has in the 
present bill appropriated said amount for the purposes stated. 

RED Ill'i"ER. 

With proper care and improvement I believe most fu·mly that 
Red lli\er will ultimately become one of the great ri\ers of 
tbe wol'ld and that it will become to the Southwest what the 
Mississippi and the Great Lakes highway are to their tributary 
sections. Red River is 1,200 miles long-400 miles longer than 
the Rhine, 300 miles longer than the Ohio, more than mice as 
long as the Seine and the Thames, a third as long as the 
Amazon, the Nile, and the Mississippi proper, and more th~ a 
fourth as long us the ~lississippi and Missouri combined. In 
width and volume the comparison holds in corresponding de­
gree. Its basin comp~rises almost 100,000 square miles and. its 
tributary territory include an additional 100,000 square mtle . 
'rhis section of 200,000 squru·e miles is unsurpassed on eltller 
bemi phere for producti\eness of soil and diversity of comm.odi­
ties. It is about equal to France in size and will produce a ''1der 
range of commodities than that great nation. It is easily capa­
ble of prvducing the present cotton and corn crops of the earth. 
It produces every fruit and grain and plant known to the temper­
ate zone, and it is the statement of Atkinson, the famous statis­
tician, that on one-twentieth of this urea may be produced all the 
"Wheat that Great Britain now purchases from the United States. 

Unlimited coal :fields are on the Oklahoma side ; vast deposits 
of iron ore are in the notthern and eastern parts of the Texas 
side ; oil and ga are being disco\ered in tbe Loui iuna section. 
It ·is a safe assertion that over a million and a half bales of cot­
ton are now produced in this territory and that it has a popu­
lation of over a million people. It contains practically all of 
northeastern Louisiana, southwestern Arkansas, and large sec­
tions of the Indian Territory, Oklahoma, and Texas. The im­
provement of Red River and its tributaries, notably the Cypress 
and the Sulphur, will vastly increa e the wealth, the population, 
and the general importance of the entire Red Rh·er area. It 
has been shown that six of tlle Texas counties bordering on 
upper Red RiYer-Bowie, Red Ri\er, Lamar, Fannin, Grayson, 
and Cooke-comprising 6,000 square miles and being by no 
means entirely developed, have an annual farm tonnage of 
36,000,000, an amount ex.ceeded by few similar areas in the 
world. The Red Ri\er basin has a rainfall of only 5 per cent 
less than that of the entire Mississippi basin and the basins of 
all its othet tributaries combined. 

The section tra,ersed by upper Red Rirer is oppressed to-day 
by the highest railroad rates in the Union, outside of the Rocky 
M'Ountain region. To illustrate the economic disadvantage of 
the high rates under which this ecti'On labors, and the saving 
!which would be effected by water rntes, I need but say that in 
'.rexas the milway rate on grain for an a\erage haul of 300 ' 
miles is 9} cents . ver bu bel, while the water rate f:rom the 
ports on the Great Lakes to New York, an average haul of 1,200 
miles, is 4i cents per bushel, and from St. Louis to New Orleans, 
f.i. distance of over 1,200 miles, 4i cents per . bushel. The rail­
way rate on cotton per bale for an average haul of 165 miles 
from Houston, Tex., is practically $3, while the water rate from 
Memphis to New Orleans, a distance of 713 miles by water, is 
SO cents per bale, ·and from New Orleans to Cincinnati, 1,600 
miles, $1 per hale. The longest haul of cotton on Red River 
and the Mississippi to New Orleans would not exceed 1,200 
miles while by far the greater antount of cotton and all other 
prod~ce along Red River would be subjected to a haul de­
creasing from that distance to but little more than 200 miles. 
The mouth of Red River in the Mississippi is about 200 miles 
from New Orleans by water. 

The removal of tlle snags which have accumulated for decades 
In the channel of this . river, e pecially the upper section; the 
clearing of timber from its bunks, which are soft and alluvial 
and show quite a tendency to cave.. and break; the erection of 
training walls at proper intenals, and such othet· measures us 
the genius of the engineers may suggest, will concentrate its 
waters and make its navigation safe and permanent. -On ac­
count of its peculiar physical characteristics the work of the 
Go\ernment must be continuous. And this brings me to the im­
portant point that the work under the appropriation of $100,000 
foi· upper· Red River by the last r-ivers and harbors bill, in which 
the upper section recei\ed its :first substantial recognition, should 
under no circumstances be permitted to l-ag. About $50,000 of 
this initial appropriation has been expended in actual sp.agging 
and cleaning werk by means of quarter boats with excellent re­
sults. The remainder of the appropriaUon has been de\oted to 
tile construction, care, and continued maintenance of a snag 
hoat, which can only operate, of cour e. when the ri\er is at 
certain mediate stages. 

Quarter-boat work is the most effecti\e,-because the crews con· 
tinue to work at all stages, and the snagging and clearing work 
of the quarter-bout crews should never stop. They have made a 
splendid start, and it would be a practical repudiation of the 
project for the Go\ernment to pause in the midst of this snag­
ging and clearing work. If the work is . not continue~ on t~e 
scale on -which it was begun, the results already obtamed Will 
soon be neutralized and nullified and the moneys already ex­
pended rendered a practical wru>te. All the engineers' reports on 
Red River establish the fact that any work on this stream to be 
effeeti.-e mu t necessru·ily be continuous. Snags have been ac­
cumulatin(J' in the upper section for decades, :and unless the w-ork 
of removil~g them is pressed most vigorously new accumulations 
are impossible of prevention. And•this condition will exist until 
the enfu·e upper section has been deared completely of the -accu­
mulations of decades_ When snagging work stops, the old 1Snags 
that haye not been reached ser\e as bases for new obstructions. 

While the work done under the la t appropriation has made 
na\igation on certain stretches less dangerous, it has by no 
mean made navigation safe for the section abo\e Fulton. Nor 
do tlle engineers claim that this has been done. The secretary 
of the Board of Trade of Paris, Tex., the county seat of Lamar 
Connty, one of the largest counties bordering on Red . Ri':eT, 
writes me that a movement is on foot to form a nangatwn 
company for operation on the ri\er as soon as it is put in shape 
by the Go\ernment. He adds : 

There is no question but that Red River will be used extensively if 
the Government will only put it in such shape that it will be practic~­
ble to use good boats .on it; but u~til th~re is_ more. mo!ley spent on 1t 
the people do not feel di posed to mvcst m this naVJgation. 

.Already, however, there has been an actual resumption of 
commerce on upper Red Ri\er. During the past year l\Ir. G. W. 
Young has put on two boats, which ha\e operated bet\ree~ 
Arthur City and the mouth of the Kirunichi. A lumber com­
PRllY at Saw'yer, on the Kianlichi, has. ba~ two boats plying ?n 
upper Red Rive1· for the purpo e of brmgmg lumber to the m11l 
at Saw,er. 

The Ames Sllovel and Tool CompanY, of Paris, Tex., has sent 
an ao-ent to New Orleans to purchase two good boats to be u ed 
on Red River, . and they intend also to build a lot of barges. 
Boats have also been in operation during the past year from 
Fulton for a distance of 40 or 50 miles upsh·e~. A bona fide 
effort is being made to follow up the work of the Government 
with actual navigation, and when once the river has been put in 
permanently navigable shape I am certain that ·the results will 
be of the mo t satisfactory natut·e. 

Upper Red River offers the new. State of Oklahoma practically 
the only water outlet for its immense a.nd varioo tonnage. 
Realizing this, the Oklahoma constitutional convention recently 

·adopted a resolution, by· unanimous vote, · pra.yin,g Congre. s to 
complete the improYement of upper Red River. The :five Rep­
resentatives in Congress whose districts border <>n uppe1· -Red 
Ri\er, namely, 1\IcGUI&E of Oklahoma, STEPHENS, RANDELL, and 
SHEPPARD of Texas, and \V.ALLA.CE of Arkansas, have all inh·o­
duced bills calling for a liberal appropriation. Undoubtedly 
there is no project in the United States of sounder merit and 
more beneficent possibilities, and in recognition of this fact the 
present bill carries an appropriation of $100,000 for continued 
work on upper Red River. . . 

1\Ir. FRENCH. 1\lr. Chairm.un, the limited time at my disposal 
will not permit me to make more than a passing ·observation up­
on a section of country and its need of water communication 
with the markets of the world. The great inland empire . of 
northern Idaho, eastern Washingto1;1, and eastern Oregon com­
prise an area lru·ger than the combined area of the New Eng­
land States. It has been talked of as a land of promise, and the 
natural waterway which God gave that region has been men­
tioned for years for its varied and milgni:ficent scenic beauty. 
Nor are we of the Northwest insensibl~ to this homage. It is 
all that has been said for it a.nd it is more. The tremendou de­
velopment that has gone on within the lust ten years and the 
almDst unparalleled increase in population sene but to empha­
size the fact that the land of promise bas become the land of 
realization, and. that the rivers of beauty will not serve their 
purpose by remaining longer th~ mere models for the artists to 
copy and therewitll adorn railroad pamphlets, waiting rooms of 
depots, and the guide-books of the Northwest. The time has 
come when more than e\er we demand that the Columbia Ri\er, 
the Snake River, and their tributaries shall be made to . ser\e 
the useful purpose of arteries of trade. 

We talk of the re,oulation of railroad rates. We place laws 
upon our statute books for the equalization of the charges made. 
We accomplish splendid results through the vigilance of our 
Interstate Commerce Commission; but, sirs, that which, .!n my 
judgment, would a.vail more than all the laws we could pass 
a~d. all the commissions we could appoint for the regulation 
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of railway rates would be the adopting of a broad, comprehen­
sfye system for the development of the waterways of our land 
and the speedy execution of that policy. 

Look our country oYer and it will be apparent that rates upon 
our railways are lower oyer those lines where water transpor­
tation furnishes a competitor. It matters not whether the 
freight is hauled in the slow-moving barge drawn by the weary 
·mule or whether it is carried in the steamer of 2 or 4 or 10 foot 
draft it is the same. Water competition d.riyes down the rate. 
·The reason why freight behreen Chicago and New York is 
hauled at one-fourth or one-se\entb the price that is charged for 
carrying the products of the producers of northern Idaho a rela­
tl\e distance is because the Great Lakes, the Erie Canal, and the 
Hudson River furnish a meam; of water transportation. The rea­
son why the railroads that serve Idaho charge _two to five times 
as much for like freight service as do the lines paralleling the 
great waterway of the Middle States is because we have no 
other alternati\e than to pay the price that is a keel for han­
dling our freight. It will not do to say that we mu ·t pay more 
because the busine s is small and the railroads must .charge an 
additional rate to insure fair profit on the CUl)ital inT"ested. 
This will not do, because the business of the railroads of the 
Northwest at this moment is congested. They haye more than 
they can do. Their rolling stock is on the mo\e. They, in fact 
have a dearth of cars. The railroads can not supply the needed 
cars to furnish coal or deliT"er wood. They bare not been able 
to· handle our grain or our lumber. They ha\e not been able to 
keep up with the output of our mines and deliver the ore to the 
smelter. A recent message tells me that one of the larges t 
mine in my State has been clo eel down temporarily because it 
can not ship its ore. Yet for this service, sirs, the e same rail­
roads charge prices that are plainly out of all proportion to the 
work performed. . 

The greatest work that up to the present has been done toward 
. the navigation of either the Columbia. or Snake rivers was the 
construction of the canal and locks at the Cascade . The effect 
of this improvement was so sh·iking that I shall gi\e you the 
charges made by the railroads for handling our freight before 
and after the project was completed. The figures appear in a 
memorial addressed to this Congre s by the legislature of the 
State of Washington and applied to rates between Portland and 
The Dalles: 

Articles. 

Salt ........................... ... .. ............... ........... . 
Sugar_ .....................•..•............................... 
Canned goods ................. ......................... ... .. . 
Nails ... . ..................................................... . 
Grain ...................................................... ~·· 

The result, in fact, was marvelous. 

Before. 

$5.20 
6. 20 
6.20 
6.20 
2.70 

After. 

~1. 50 
2.00 
2.00 
2.00 
1.50 

Now, let me give you another illustration of the effect of 
water competition even in the Northwest. For years something 
has been done from time to time on the Columbia River and on 
the Snake River. Stretches upon both these rivers for many 
mile have been navigable for many years. Yet so long as a 
river or river system is not na\igable its entire length the fact 
that it is navigable in part avails little. 

Only a few years ago public-spirited citizens evol\ed the 
idea of consh·ucting a portage railway around the Celilo Rapid 
in the Columbia River between the States of Oregon and Wa. h­
ington. The legislature of Oregon appropriated $190.000 for this 
purpo e. It was not sufficient, and some $40,000 additional was . 
added in 1905, and, I may say, added by priT"ate subscription. 
It was the object of the portage railway to handle the freight 
of ri\er craft between the stretch of navigable water abo\e the 
falls and the waters below. The railway was completed and 
for two seasons bas handled a portion of the trade, with this 
marked result: 

In the first place, it successfully did much business itself, al­
though working under the great disad\antage of being required 
to handle its freight above the Portage Railway and again be­
low it-two handlings that sl.tould be remo\ed. 

In the second place, it did what laws or commissions had not 
done : It scaled down the charges of the railroads between the 
points tributary to the i·i\er and the city of Portland. In line 
with this statement, I desire to include in my remarks a state­
ment prepared by 1\Ir. Frank J. Smith, superintencl·ent of the 
Op n River Transportation Company, and addressed . to the 
compan~'s president and board of directors : 

PORTLAXO, OREG. , December 81, 1906. 
Tlle president and ·bom·a of dh·ectors of the Opelt Rir:er Transportation 

Company. 
GEXTLE::U:E)(: In r eply to your request for a statement of results ob­

tained by the opecing of the upper Columbia River through the .con-

struction of the Portage llailway and the operation of boats on the 
river, I herewith submit the following report for your consideration: 

Rl\ER RATES AXO GEXER.l.L BE:XEFITS. 

During the present season of the fall of 1!>06 the Open River Trans­
portation Company handled considel'able g1·ain at a rate ranging from 
30 to 40 cents per ton less than rates in efl'ect on rail line. 

Merchandise was transported to river towns and also to interior 
points that were reached by wagon haul. The · consignees a t river 
points received their shipments at a saving of from 30 tQ 50 per cent 
below rail rates to the same point. Interior towns have used the water 
haul for over 2u0 miles and hauled by team 20 miles inland at a 
saving over rail r ates. 

The farmer and merchant on the banks of the river have received 
large benefit . It has enabled them to not only market their produce 
locally. but to procure supplies promptly and at reasonable prices. 
Unused land that has been in pasturage for years is now being farmed 
since the boats have given the purchaseL· mean!'~ of tmnsportation. A 
number of new towns has been started along the banks of the river 
at points where wagon roads reach out to the farm lands of the in­
terior. Old towns that have retrograded since the early steamboat 
days have been inspired with a new lease of life . . 

ELECTRIC LIXES. 

Electric lines ft·om the interior reaching to the Columbia and Snake 
rivers have been organized, and in many cases much of the right of 
way has been freely gi'Ven. 

The open rive t· movement has been directly responsible for these 
projects. The n ame and location ~ of roads are as follows: 

Spokane Inland Railway, from Spokane to the Snake Ri'Ver. 
Walla Walla and Columbia Electric Railway, from Dayton to Wallula, 

on the Columbia. 
Bickelton and Northern Railway, from a point near ' Mount Adam~ 

to Alderdale, on the Columbia. 
The olumbia and Northern llailway has surveyed a line from Hard· 

man, through Gilliam and Morrow counties, to Blalock and some right 
of \Yay secured. 

A line has also been surveyed from Pro set·, on the Yakima River, 
through the noted Horse Heaven wheat belt, r eaching the Columbia 
at Patterson, oppo ite Irrigon. 

RAIL R.l.TE REOUCTIO);S. 

After t he Portage Railway wa built and just before steamers were 
placed in opemtion, a reduction of 40 cents per ton was made on wheat 
from Arlington. Wheat was secured from Washington points by rail 
line, despite the fact that the river tarifl' was 2u cents per ton le s 
than that published by rail, and a cro sing charge of 50 cents per ton . 
In other words, a 75-cent pet· ton differential was met. 

Condon. 45 miles in the interior, on the Arlington-Condon branch, 
took up the matter of shipping ·by rivet· to Arlington and by the use 
of teams secure their shipments at a lesser rate. Following a visit 
of a repre entative of the river line to that city in April of this 
year a r eduction was made by the rail line of from $1 to $3 per ton. 

During the present year grain that was promised from some 'sec­
tions failed to appear on the river bank, and after a careful investi­
gation of the case it was found that the farmer received benefits from 
the opening of the river in the way of price from buyers and accom­
modations from competing lines that prior to the operation of the 
river boats he was unable to secure. 

At all landing wheat has brought a higher price per bushel than 
at points the same distance from market that had no river competi­
tion. 
OREGO)( TI.A.ILRO.A.D A)(O NAVIGATION TARIFF EFFEC'£1\E J.A.:XUARY 1, 1907. 

That the river line has proven a factor which can not ue overlooked 
by the rail lines in making rates is indisputably shown by the new 
tarifl' issued by the Ore~on Railroad and Navigation Company, effective 
January 1, 1907, in wnich sweeping reductions have been made. To 
show the sweeping nature of the reductions, I have prepared the fol­
lowing table showing the reductions at prominent J?Oints reached by 
steamer and to inland points where electt·ic commumcation is contem­
plated: 

Class es t·cduced, pei· ton. 

1\Iiles. 

100 
126 
133 
141 
179 
186 
213 
230 
244 
272 

Station. I L 1--=-1--=-1__':_ ~~_:_~~ __":_ __":_I_":J :.~'.!:: 
Celilo ....... so. 60 1~. 40 $0. 60 $0. 40 ..... $1. 40 ~- 40 ..... $0. 20$0. 60 $5. 20 
Quinton . . . . . 80

1

1. 20 1. 60 1. 40$0. 60 2. 20 1. 40 $0. 20 . 40 . 60 4. 70 
Blalock..... . 60 l. 60 2. 00 2. 00 2. 20 2. 00 1. 60 .. .. . • 20 . 40 3. 80 
Arlington .. .. . . . 2. 00 3. 20 l. 80 1. 80 1. 80 1. 80 . 20 . 60 . 40 1. 80 
Irrigon . .. .. . 40 3. 20 2. 40 2. 00 2. 20 1. 40 1. 60 • 20 ..40 .. .. . 10. 10 

matilla ... 1.00 3.20 2.001.80 2.201. 20 1.40 ..... . 40..... 8.10 
Wallula..... 2. 60 2. 80 1.40 1. 40 1. 80 . 80 1:20 . 60 • 20 . 20 ll. 00 
Pendleton.. 1.40 1. 0 . 60 . 60 1. 20 . 20 . 0 . 40 . 20 . 20 . . 10 
Walla Walla l.. 00 1. 60 . 40 . 80 1.40

1

..... .. .. . . .... .. .. . . .. .. 12.00 
Waitsburg .. 1.20 2.00 1.00 .80 .40 ..... .40 6.00 

No changes of ·any moment have been made in rates to Snake River 
points, a territory that as yet has not been invaded to any material 
extent by steamer line . 

Excess of 1·ail t·ates ot·e,· steame1· 1·ates, v e1· ton. 

Station. 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. Salt. 
---------------

Celilo ........................... lt0.80 0.60 ~.90 ~.70 $0.70 ~.20 
Rufus ........................... 1. 90 1.80 1.00 1.10 1.10 . 30 
Blalock ......................... 3.40 1.40 1.80 2.40 1. 0 1.90 
Arlington ..................... .. 4.00 2.00 2.20 2.80 1.80 2.20 

g:itr:~o~~~~~~~-:::::::::::::: 4.00 2.00 1. 00 2.60 1.60 L90 
5.00 2.60 1.60 3.00 2.00 2.50 

Coyote.·········-··············· 5. 60 3.00 2.00 3.40 2.40 2.90 
Irrigon .................... ...... 6.60 3.80 2.60 4.00 2.80 3.30 
Umatilla ........................ 7.00 4. 20 3.00 4.20 3.00 3.50 
\Yallula .... ........... . ......... 7.40 5.20 4.60 4.60 4.20 3.50 
Hovera ............. ~ ........... 7.40 5.20 4.60 4.60 4.20 3.50 
Kennewick ................ : . ... 5.40 3.20 2.60 2.60 2.20 1.40 
Ripa.ria ......................... 8.00 6.00 5.60 4.00 2.00 1. 20 
Lewiston ........................ 8.00 7.00 6.00 5.00 3.00 1.20 

a Plus ferriage and wagon haul, 5 mile 
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Further reductions must be made by . the rail line in order to meet 

river rates, which are still below the rail rates as reduced. 
It must be apparent to the most casual observer that the Portage 

Railway is re ponsible for the reduction made and that the State is 
amply repaid for its im·ffitment, and its continued maintenance and 
extension abundantly justified. 

Moreover, it -will lle observed that the reductions made by the Ore­
gon Railroad and Navigation Company only apply to points affected 
by competition with the steamers of the Open River '.l'ransporta.tion 
Company, made possible by the use of the Portage Railway. The 
charges made beyond ri>er points show bow far-reaching the benefits 
resulting from water competition extend. • 

GRAIN RA.TES. 

nut few changes have been made as yet by rail lines on grain, but 
the rate will undoubtedly be reduced, as the . river rate is much lower, 
and will sooner or later have to be met. Although handicapped by 
operating a · through line, over a portion of which we bad no control, 
tne high price of fuel, and other disadvantages, the Open River Trans-· 
portation Company bas proven not only a rate factor, but that the 
Columbia River is a navigable stream. 

With a relatively small expenditure compared with the benefits which 
would result therefrom, the Columbia and Snake Rivers could be safely 
navigable for steamers of large capacity the entire year from Celilo 
to Priest Rapids and to Lewiston. It is quite probable 1;be legislature 
of Washington will aid in this work to the extent of $350,000 the ap­
proaching session. 

The extension of the Portage Railway to The Dalles will be -of ines­
timable benefit in both lowering rates and expediting handling- the 
traffic. · 

FRA..'\K J". SMITH, S1tperintendent. 
I shall make another comparison to emphasize the necessity 

of water transportation and shall avail myself of figures fur­
·nished in the memorial addressed to this Congress to which I 
recently referred. After the Cascade Canal and locks were com­
pleted, · The Dalles had splendid water communication with 
Portland and the lower Columbia. The Celilo Falls being just 
above The Dalles, the vast territory abo\e, including the Lewis­
ton country and the Walla Walla country, were denied this ad­
vantage. The Portage R::tilway has caused a recent modifica­
tion of the freight tariff touching the immediate stretch of coun­
try abo\e Celilo tributary to the Columbia River, which I 
llate already pointed out. Before this modification, however~ 
the difference in freight charges made may be gathered from the 
following table : 

Rates per to1£ il£ cat·load lots. 

Miles. Salt. Sugar. c:~~ Grain. 
--- ------------1------ ---------
p ortland to The Dalles, water competi-

tion ··---· ···-····--·-·--······--·--·-·· 88 IL50 $2.00 $2.00 $1.50 
p ortland to Umatilla, without water com-

petition··············--······--·······- 187 7.50 10.20 10.20 3.00 

Could any figures be more remarkable and striking to illus­
n·ate the outrage in freight rates perpetrated upon the people 
of the inland empire than those I ha\e-here shown you? 

The only remedy for this injustice is the improvement of 
om· waterway from the mouth of the Columbia to Lewiston, 
Idaho, . and to the upper Columbia, in the State of Washing­
ton. Later improvements will follow, but this is our impera­
ti\e need. 

We want the Celilo project completed, and it will require 
a little more than $3,500,000, according to the engineer's report, 
to do that work. We then want obstructions in the upper 
Columbia River and the Snake Ri\er remo\ed. We want water 
.communication established between the heart of the great in-. 
land empire to the Pacific Ocean, and results more striking than 
those disclo·sed by the completion of the Portage Railway at 
Celilo must surely follow. This inland einpire is distant from 
our nearest coast market from 200 to 700 miles. To haul our 
grain to this market the railroads charge us something like 14 
cents per bushel, or from 4 to 5 cents per bushel per 100 miles. 
On the Mississippi River, between St. Louis and New Orleans, 
the rate per bushel per 100 miles is a little less than 1 cent. 
In other words, we are compelled to pay from three to four 
times as much for freight as we would need to pay could we 
have water transportation. And think what a saving this would 
mean to the producers of the inland empire. We ship to coast 
points about 40,000,000 bushels of wheat e\ery year. Could 
we save on this shipment 10 cents per bushel every year we 
could still be paying rates higher than those paid for like 
shipments upon the Mississippi Riv-er, yet it would equal a sum 
greater than that required to complete this waterway. Could 
we sav-e but half that, or 5 cents per bushel, our farmers would 
be better off to the extent of $2,000,000 every year. Could we 
sa\e a proportionate amount on all our other products and on 
the freight that is brought from the coast points for home con­
sumption, the benefit would be almost as great again. Now, 
let me give you a brief idea of the wealth and productiveness 
of the counn·y for which I speak. · 

The area of tillable land within the counties within close 
proximity to the ri\ers is 10,000,000 acres, of which nearly 

5,000,000 acres are being cultivated, and \astly more would be 
were freight rates lower: During the last ten or fifteen :rears 
this region has produced from 35,000,000 to 60,000,000 bushels 
of grain annually, about nine-tenths of which was wheat and 
one-tenth oats, barley, .rye, and other grains. The same coun­
ties have produced annually for years almost 100,000 horses and 
cattle and about one-half million head of sheep and hogs. 'l'hey 
produce annually for s-hipment about $3,000,000 to $3,500,000 
worth of fruits and vegetables, about $3,000,000 worth of bay, 
and $7,000,000 worth of 'dairy products. They !lave produced 
some $2,000,000 worth of wool and hides annually for years, and 
immense wealtb of minerals. The Coeur d'Alene mines alone 
last year produced ·about $~,000,000 worth of ore. Vast copper 
mines await better transportation facilities and are contiguous 
to the Snake River between Lewiston and Pittsburg Landing. 
It is estimated that the white pine in northern Idaho alone 
would scale 2,700,000,000 feet, and it covers ~70,000 acres of 
land. It is said by lumbermen to be the finest body of white 
pine in the United States . to-day. In eastern Oregon there is 
a \ast forest of yellow pine, w-hich, it is estimated, would scale 
2,500,000,000 feet, and which covers 250,000 acres. Tributary 
to these ri\ers, in Idaho, Oregon, and Washington, are other 
tracts of valuable timber awaiting the means to reach the 
markets of the world. 
. The population of this region is to-day not far from 600,000 
people and the wealth $1,000,000,000. .And so I could continue, 
but I do not have the time. · 

I do not urge a policy that is selfish. In contending for 
greater relief for the Northwest I do not forget the other sec­
tions of our country. I believe in a .policy that will be broad 
and general and that will include every section. I have called 
especial attention to this policy as applied to a limited area 
because this is my home and I am familiar with it. I ha\e re­
ferred to it not only to urge the needs of those I represent, but 
also for an illustration of .what water communication and the 
de\elopment of our waterways would do for our whole cotmtry. 

You ~ay that a policy that I urge would be a:p. expensive 
policy. In a sense, yes; but not so expensiye ·as to continue 
under the policy of the past. I have shown that the people 
would be saved much of the outrageous rates they are now com­
pelled to pay. I nave shown that the saving in one year on 
the freight handled for the· people of the inland empire would 
net almost $4,000,000, or more than that for which we of the 
Northwest ask for this great work. Expensive! Not in com­
parison with what it would save. 1\Iore than this, it is an ex­
pen e that is an investment. All the money that our Go,ern­
ment wisely expends in the improving <>f our waterways will be 
worth throughout the years to come 100 per cent on the invest­
ment. It is not an expense that exhausts itself. It is an invest­
ment that will require the minimum of care and will yield the 
maximum of profit, and the investment should be made now, 
There are many reasons why it should be made now. 

Our railroad lines are overworked and our waterways shoulcl 
be developed to furnish adequate means of transportation. 
The present rates are excessive, and the waterways should be 
built now that our produce might . be handled at reasonable 
rates. Again, the waterways should be provided now because 
it is n·ue here, as it is true in every line of construction, that 
delayed construction is the· most expensive kind. By making 
appropriations by piecemeal, by doing a little work here and a 
little work there, to be followed another year by only a small 
amount of work additional, while some good results follow, 
much of the work must be done over ·again with the funds of 
each new appropriation. By n·ying to be economic we are 
following in n·uth the most expensive policy. What we want 
then is a comprehensive policy, a broad policy, and a liberal appro­
priation for the development of our waterways. And what is 
more, we want the policy approved and inaugurated now. 

1\Ir. MAHON. Mr. Chairman, I represent one of the districts 
in the great State of Pennsylvania. We have in that State, in 
the city of Philadelphia, probably more manufacturing and textile 
workers and more industries than there are in the same area in 
any other State, and they are all interested in getting tbis 35-
foot channel. But the chairman of the C<>mmittee on Rivers 
and Harbors and that oommittee have decided on a 30-foot cllan­
nel. I want to say briefly that I do not think that since we 
ha\e had a Congress we have had a ruore capable cpairman, a 
man who knows his business better than does the gentleman 
from Ohio, the present chairman of that committee. Taking 
everything into consideration, what he has recommended in this 
bill and what the committee has voted to put into the bill, I 
think the bill should pass. I am satisfied that the committee 
has done tl1e best it could and that this bill ought to ph. s 
without any more conflict. 

1\Ir. CANDLER. Mr. Chairman, this bill pending befort: th<:~ 
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House in round numbers appropriates $83,000,000 for the im­
provement of tlle rivers and lla rbors of this country. I am 
glad that the committee saw proper to increase the appropria­
tion for this purpose in this bill. It is also a source of gratifi­
cation and pleasure to me to know that we are at last going to 
begin in .earnest tlle improvement of our rivers and harbors on a 
larger cale, and to take care of them rather than spending the 
revenues of the Government in improving our foreign pos­
session and_ looking after the affairs of people who have little 
interest, as has been demonstrated ·by their actions, in this 
country which has so long been taking care of them. [Ap­
pian e.] 

The conditions existing in the country at · this time impera­
tively demand a larger appropriaUon for our rivers and for. our 
harbor. . We know by observation and by experience that the 
means of transportation in this country are already congested, 
and that they are unable to meet the necessities and the re­
quirements of our developing commerce and h·ade. There is 
no railroad throughout this land but what to-day has more busi-

. ness than it can transact. They need more tracks, they need 
more freight cars, tlley need more passenger cars, they need more 
engines, in order to meet the demands which are daily made 
upon tllem. 

When that is true, then certainly it is of the greatest impor­
tance that we should turn to the natural means of transporta­
tion which has been furnished to us by the Giver of every good 
and perfect gift, and proceed to improve the rivers of this coun­
try, in order that we may have the benefit which would natu­
rally flow from their improvement, and relieve, as far as po. si­
ble, tlle congestion of trade and commerce with which the other 
means of transportation are unable to deal. [Applause.] 

I de ire to call attention to an address delivered a short time 
ago in Washington, by 1\fr. Richard H. Edmunds, editor of the 
Manufacturers' Record, at the rivers · and harbors convention 
in Washington, on December 7. He stated the conditions exist­
ing at this time with more clearness and with greater force· 
than I could possibly hope to do, and hence I shall adopt his 
word : · · 

Overwhelmed by the magnitude of the cotmtry's expanding traffic our 
tran ·portation facilities are proving unequal to the strain. Our ma­
terial development has already far outgrown our ra ilroads. Unless 
our advancement is to be halted by the lack of machinery necessary for 
carrying on business-that is, the lack of the facilities for handlin"'­
freight-at least $5,000,000,000 must be expended during the next ten 
years in the extension of the railroads of this country. This would 
mean that within that brief period we must increase by at least 50 
per cent our entire railroad facilities. Really they should be very 
nearly doubled, for in all probability traffic will double. It is practi­
cally certain that ten years hence our iron production will have ad­
vanced from the 25.000,000 tons of to-day to an annual output of 
nearly if not quite 50,000,000 tons, and that against the ·425,000,000 
tons of coal mined in 1906 we will by 1916 mine nearly double that 
quantity. The production of Portland cement, which has advanced 
with unequaled growth from 8,000,000 barrels six years ago to 40,-
000,000 barrels, must, with the increase of concrete construction, double 
and quadruple within ten years. In six years the value of om· farm 
products has advanced from $4,700,000,000 to nearly $7,000,000,000. 
In the same period the value of our farm property has risen from 20,-
400,000.000 to $28,000,000,000. This gain in the last six years in the 
value of farm property is equal to about 60 per cent of the total capital 
invested in all the manufacturing interests of the country. It is more 
than two-thirds as much as the total deposits in all the banks-na­
tional. State, private, and savings banks-and loan and trust compa­
nies throughout the 'land. The value of our manufactured products 
now aggregates about $17,000,000,000 a year;· our forestry and mining 
products, $3,000,000,000, and agriculture nearly $7,000,000,000. '£his 
makes a total of $27,000,000,000, against $18,800,000,000 six years ago 
and $12,400,000,000 in 18!)0. Marvelous, indeed, has been this expan­
sion in agriculture and in manufactures. Though more pronounced in 
the nited States than anywhere else on earth, this expansion is wol'ld 
wide in its sweep. Great as have been the results in the development 
of business during the last ten years, the future holds out far greater 
potentialities. Limitless, in fact, at·e the certainties of future expan­
sion if we can adequately extend our facilities for expeditiously and 
cheaply handling traffic. 

Though nearly every railwad in the country has for several years 
been striving to the utmost limit of its financial ability to increase its 
rolling stock and improve its track, there is scarcely a line that is not 
overcrowded with business. In every direction there is freight conges­
tion. Merchants and manufacturers find it imJ?OSsible to deliver goods 
promptly because the roads can not move thetr traffic with dispatch. 
Western grain farmers and Southern cotton planters are unable to make 
rapid shipments because of the lack of rolling stock and likewise the 
lack of track. The lumber trade is suffering heavy losses from the 
same cause. Here and there coal famines are threatened because of the 
inabili ty of the roads to handle the freight offered. Millions of tons of 
coal iu excess of the pt•esent output could be mined and find a ready mar­
l et if railroad facilities could be had. Notwithstanding the struggle of 
the roads to keep up with it, bu iness is steadily gaining on their facili­
ties. In 1 90 the total raih·oad freight traffic of the country as meas­
ured in mile-tons was 79,000,000,000; in 1890 it was 141,000,000,000, 
and in 1!)05 187,000,000,000. With the same average gain per capita 
as during the last fourteen or fifteen years we would in 1916 have a 
total traffic of 350,000,000,000 to 400,000,000,000 mile-tons. These stu­
pendous figures indicate something of the traffic which we must prepare 
to handle. To this condition add the fact that in the next ten years 
our population will be increased by not less than 20,000,000. This in 
itself is almost equal to the population of the entire South. Then con­
.sider that the actual increase in the business of the country within that 
time will exceed the total volume of trade in the South to-day. The 
situation is one of deep concern. It demands the earnest consideration 

of the. country. It is the one weak spot in the business outlook, and 
more than anything else endangers our prosperity. 

'l'hese facts enable us to form some conception of the need of far 
more rapid expansion of transportation facilitie than has yet been 
taken into account. Even though thev should stretch to the utmost 
limit their ability to provide money and be able to add to their invest­
ment $5,000,000,000 within the next ten years. it is questionable 
whether the raill'Oads would then measure up to the imperative needs 
of the times. Om· foreign commerce is now $3,000,000,000 a ye~r. 
In a few years it will be 5,000,000,000 or $G.ooo,ooo,ooo. Our har­
bors must be made ready fot· this doullling of their trade. Given ade­
(Jilate facilities our river trade will expand still more rapidly. Even 
now steel barges are being built at Pittsburg which, when loaded with 
coal, will not break cargo until they unload at Habana and other 
Cuban ports. The coal traffic of Panama and South America and the 
West Indies is within out· grasp whenever we are r eady to furnish the 
facilities needed to take it. 

Shall American development be halted because of o.ur· inability to 
provide the facilities for the h·ade that awaits the activities of our 
people? To help meet this problem it is incumbent upon the National 
Government to begin a policy of the fullest utilization of the great 
rivers and waterways with which nature has so abundantly provided 
us. With an expenditure in the next ten years upon rivers and harbors 
of $500,000,000. as against the $5,000,000,000 or more which the rail­
roads must undertake to provide for their work, we can so improve 
river transportation as to make it possible to le sen the burden upon the 
country due to inadequate transportation facilities . Nature bas blessed 
us with great highways upon which to carry on a commerce which could. 
be made wot·tb untold millions. to the country, but we have almost ig­
nored and counted as of no value this priceless gift. It is as though we 
had been given tens of thousands of miles of well-built railroads here 
and there obstructed by a rock which needed to be removed ere these 
steel highways could be utilized and we wet·e unwilling to spend the 
few dollars required to clear the tracks. Our rivers are worth more 
than all the capital invested in the railroads of the counh·y; in fact, 
they have a value, from the sh·ictly economic point of view of their 
possibility as freight carriers and freight-rate regulators, beyond any 
money estimate that could be put upon them. Yet so lightly have they 
been esteemed that as a nation we have been unwilling to spend the 
few millions necessary to remove the rocks and clean out the channels. 
Do this and there would be free movement for thousands of additional 
water craft. They would not only increase our h·ansportation facili­
ties, but by the cheap handling of the coarser or heavier products 
would expand the railroad traffic of the higher class of goods, to the 
profit alike of the country and the roads. Can we imagine that a great 
corporation, with limitless resources at its command, owning thousands 
of miles of railroad track, would be so indifferent to its own future as 
to be unwilling to remove the few rocks or the sand that, through some 
upheaval of nature, had here and there covered a few miles of its 
track? . · 

The very suggestion ·is in itself absurd. Such a course would not, 
however, be more absurd economically than has been the policy of the 
American people with reference to their rivers and harbors. The time 
has come in the history of American development when every pos ible 
means which can be provided for the handling of traffic must be util­
ized, and utilized promptly. '£be condition which we face to-day is 
one of supt·eme importance. It is one upon which the unchecked prog­
ress and prosperity of the country depends. For this reason, if for no 
other, it is incumbent upon the American people, through the National 
Congress, to spend money with nq niggardly hand to improve all of our 
great waterways, both inland and coastwise. These improvements can 
not be made by individual capitalists nor by corporations. Our rivers 
and harbors are national in interest, and of necessity the nation alone, 
acting through Congress, can provide the money for theh· fullest utili­
zation. Money so spent would not be wasted. It would not be scat­
tered to the winds. On the contrary, it would be an investment which 
would yield to the whole country a larger percentage of profit than any 
othm· within the range of man's knowledge. Five hundred million dol­
lars spent within ten years on river and harbor improvements would 
certainly yield an annual profit to the business interests of the country 
far in excess of that amount. The nation has sanctioned the spending 
of hundreds of millions to construct an isthmian canal. In this it has 
done wisely . . When the Atlantic and the Pacific have been united by the 
Panama Canal the world's commerce will be revolutionized in our favor . 
But this canal, the most stupendous work of this era, is not as im­
portant to our country as the deepening of our rivers and harbors. The 
proper leveeing of the Mississippi River would r eclaim overflowed lands 
which could be made to yield over $500,000,000 of farm products a 
yea r. while millions more would be saved from destruction. The deep­
ening of the Ohio and its tributaries would furnish transportation 
facilities for the vast but congested traffic of the world's iron and steel 
center. But why ·particularize? Throughout the country, from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific, from the Lakes to- the Gulf, there are opportu­
nities for improvement where every dollar expended would annually 

· return 100 per cent to n ational profit and individual gain. 
We talk about the danger of wars and the necessity by the building 

of a great Navy of protecting ourselves against any possible encroach­
ments by other nations. Would we, indeed, make ourselves impreg­
nable against war and commercial rivalry, then give to our people 
the fullest scope for the development of our resource . Open our rivet·s. 
deepen our harbors, and the enlargement of our wealth and power will 
put this country beyond rivalry in the world's commerce or the po -
sible successful attack in war by any power or any possible combina­
tion of powers on earth. Nature has blessed this favored land with 
resources so vast and varied for the creation of employment in the field 
and in the factory and fot• the development of boundless wealth that 
we scarcely realize the potentialities of the future. We are adding to 
our accumulated wealth about 500,000,000 a mouth. We can continue 
at even a greater rate until we lead all the world in financial power, for 
we have the resources out of which to create boundless wealth. The 
foundation of the world's industrial system is coal. That is the mov­
ing power on land and on sea. Of coal the nited States has 350,000 
square miles, against 50,000 square miles for all Europe. With seven 
times Europe.'s potentiality in the energizing power of coal, we .have 
other resources to equal om· fuel. In this period of the development of 
electrical energy throug.B the utilization of water powers we can, as in 
coal, more than match Europe. In iron and steel we are making nearly 
one-half of the output of the world. Of copper, upon which electrical 
expansion depends, we are producing far more than half. In iron and 
steel and copper we can dominate the world's metallurgical interests. 
To this add cotton, which is the leveler in commerce. pon it the 
wealth of Great Britaiil and the Continent largely depend . Its produc­
tion is practically monopolized by this country. We have 80 per cent 
of the world's annual cotton output. '£his gives us an absolute 
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domination of this great industry, such as no other country holds 
on any industry worthy to be counted in such a cataloguing of natural 
resources. Of wheat and corn we produce 3,500,000,000 · bushels, 
against 2,000,000,000 for all Europe. Bot why attempt to enumerate 
our r esources? '.fhe very cream of the good things of earth as the 
foundation for man's highest development and the mightiest · expansion 
of human activities has been given with a lavish hand to this country. 
It is within our power to so utilize these resources as to immeasurably 
add to the wealth and happiness of the world. As we have the area 
and the resources sufficient to sustain a population of hundreds of mil­
lions of people, so we have with these advantages the opportunity of 
becoming the world's greatest leader in the betterment through the arts 
and sciences of humanity rather than destruction through war. As 
an essential part of this progmmme, the time has come when the Ameri­
can people should utilize to the fullest extent their rivers and harbors, 
the impt:ovement of which will enable us as a nation to realize upon 
our boundless resources. · 

The world has entered upon a period of expansion in industry, in 
commerce, and in wealth such as man never saw before. Not in the 
"Bnited States alone, but everywhere are seen evidences of the great 
burs t of activity which is taxing the energy and the transportation fa­
cilities of all the leading nations of earth. We justly boast of the vast 
expansion under way in this country and of the increase of our foreign 
commerce to the point where imports and exports now aggregate over 
$3,000,000,000. But though the United Kingdom has only half of our 
population, its foreign trade during the first eight months of this year 
exceeded that of the United States by $900,000,000. If our foreign 
tt·ade in proportion to out· population were as great as that of . the 
United Kingdom, our exports and imports, instead of reaching $3,000,-
000,000, as at present, would be ·$12,000,000,000. '.fhis development of 
foreign trade is as pronounced in Germany as in the United Kingdom, 
whil e France, Belgium, and Japan all show a rapid expansion in com­
merce with the outside world. We congratulate ourselves upon what 
we have accomplished in the development of our manufacturing and 
agricultural interests, upon the growth of our railroads, and upon our 
foreign commerce. But considered in the light of our natural resources 
and of the advantages for domestic and foreign trade which nature has 
given us, we have as yet scarcely begun to work. With our unequaled 
location on the map of the world, midway between Europe and Asia, 
with Ollr unmatched resources of coal and cotton and iron and agricul­
tural capabilities which can not be matched -on any other continent, 
with 85,000,000 of the most active, virile people on earth, this country, 
the foremost in education, the foremost in manufactures and in agri­
culture, the richest upon which the sun ever sb.one, is but in the in­
fancy of its material advancement and world-wide influence if we but 
utilize. th~ bJessings with which heaven has so abundantly favored us. 
Shall we in the future, as in the past, ptusue the same "penny-wise­
and-pound-foolish" plan of almost ignoring the possibilities of our rivers 
and harbors, or shall we enter upon a broad campaign of improvement 
to match our unequaled opportunities? · 

.!Hr. Chairman, taking into consideration these ·marv-elous facts 
and figures which I have presented to you from this address, 
there is no justification which can be offered for a failure upon 
our part to improYe our rivers and harbors. It is not only de­
manded by our necessitie , but I believ-e that the improv-ement of 
every river capable of improvement to such an extent as to fur­
nish the commet~e to justify the expenditure will be indorsed 
by the people of America. I haye received recently numerous 
letters from my constituents calling upon me to support the 
appropriations made for this purpose, and everywhere that you 
heat· a voice from one end of this country to the other it is crying 
out for an improvement of the riv-ers and the deepening of the 
harbors, in ord~r that this congestion of commerce may be re­
lieYed and in order that the prosperity of the country may be 
kept pace with by handling the products presented to the h·ans­
portation companies for shipment: While this bill makes an ap­
propriation in round numbers of $83,000,000, I believe that it falls 
short to a certain extent of making the appropriation it should 
make. I belie>e that the necessities of the country and the 
conditions existing demand a larger appropriation than that 
made in this bill. I believ-e that the people of the country 
would indorse with enthusiasm ::md with great unanimity an 
appropriation of at least $100,000,000, making it $50,000,000 each 
year, not only for this and next year, but for the years e>en 
ahead of us, until . the rivers and harbors of this country are 

· made navigable and are utilized for the purposes of h·ade. 
While I indorse the pending bill, as far as it goes-and, as I 
said in the outset, I am glad to see the appropriation made-I 
know this bill falls short in one instance of doing that which in 
my judgment it ought to do. 

n I believ-e there should be an appropriation made of $2,500,000 
or the most beautiful ri>er in all this country. It is not nec­
s ary, I am sure, to mention its name, for everybody knows it 

i the Tombigbee. [Applause.] That appropriation of $2,500,-
000 is not in this bill, and the river is only giv-en a small appi·o-
priation of $14,000 for maintenance from Demopolis to the 
city of Columbus. With the additional appropriation of 
$2,500,000, which was reque ted and which was desired for the 
improyement of this great artery of commerce, there would then 
hav-e been a total appropriation carried by the bill of $85,-
500,000. The bill would then hav-e been practically. perfect, I 
will say to my good friend 1\lr. LA WHENCE, a member of the 
coin.mittee. who sits before me. But because · of the fact that 
this appropriation is not made in this bill to that extent it is 

. incomplete, and it ought to be put in the bill before it becomes: 
the law of the land. [.Avplause.] It ought to be done in the 
interest of commerce; it ought to be done !or the glory of the 
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American people; it ought to be done for the good of this coun­
try; it ought to be done because it would make the men aml 
women and the little girls sing songs of praise in your ears, 
which would make you glad and make you rejoice in all the 
years that are to come, and in your declining years, when you 
should be turning your face toward the setting sun you would 
hav-e those songs which would come from jo;yful and happy 
hearts to reward you for a work well done and for a duty dis­
charged in accord with the best interests of the country aml . 
for the glory and welfare of all the people . . [Great applause.] 
As a member of the Rivet-s · and Harbors Committee, my friend, 
I want you to help me in this important matter. 

I secured in the last river and harbor bill a survey for tllis 
riv-er. 'rbe engineer reported that the improv-ement was en­
tirely. feasible, and I will ask permission to insert that report 
iu the RECORD. All tile .way through it, up ·to the .very last 
clause, the report will be found from beginning to end to be of 
a most fayorable character, but, unfortunately for us who are 
interested in this great river, the last ·paragraph in it left us 
without the hope which had before encouraged our hearts and 
inspired our lives. The engineer repoi·ted that the commerc~ 
did not justify the necessary expenditure, and in view of that 
fact the committee, I presume, did not see proper to incluclH 
the necessary appropriation in this bill. 

But I am going to p"ut into this record statistics and facts to 
demonstrate and to show that the commerce will amply justify 
the improvement of this river, that all we need on the face of 
the earth is that the channel shall be deepened until we can 
hav-e year-around navigation, and that when we can obtain year­
around navigation we can furnish the tonnage, because it is 
there to be furnished for transportation upon the rippling waves 
of this beautiful riv-er. 'l'be engineer in his report says that 
one-fifteenth of the cotton crop of tlle United States is pro­
duced in the Tombigbee Valley. Grasp for a moment what that 
means when be says that one-fifteenth of the cotton crop is pro~ 
duced in this fertile valley. · · 

That means ·the vroduction of $40,000,000 can be found within 
tile limits of this v-alley which would float upon this river if 
tile tran portation was furnished. The trouble is that we only 
llav-e nayigation about six months in the year, beginning in 
December, and with the uncertain nav-igation wbicll we hav-e 
tilere is to-day upon the river, as shown by the actual facts • 
and figures, a tonnage of 140,000 tons. I want to call atten.: 
tion to the fact that the distinguished chairman of the Rivers and 
Harbors Committee [l\Ir. BURTON of Ohio] o~ce said in a speech 
tilat any riv-er that could furnish a tonnage of over 100,000 tons 
was entitled to consideration looking to its improv-ement. I 
hn>e the highest regard for him personally. I have the great~ 
est respect for his judgment and for his opinion. I believe that 
be knows more about riv-ers and harbors than any man in the 
United States of America and that he knows as much or more 
than any man in the " 'orld on that subject. Therefore when 
he expresses the opinion that . a riv-er that can furnish 100,000 
tons of freight is entitled to consideration looking to its im~ 
prov-ement, it means a great deal, coming from the source from 
which it emanates. 

I can demonstrate and show, and I will put the facts and figures 
in this record to demonstrate and show, that there is upon this 
ri>er, with the uncertain navigation which now exists, a hundred 
and forty thousand tons of freight each year. Improve the 
l'i>er and giv-e us certain all the year round .nayigation, and we 
can furni b, in my judgment, ov-er 500,000 tons to be h·ans~ 
ported · in the vessels which would immediately enter this in­
v-iting field just as soon as they knew that they had a channel 
which they could trav-erse tile year round. But with the uncer~ 
tainty of the channel, with the fact that by reason of the condi~ 
tions existing they do not know when they . can get in and out 
to secure the trade, the steamboats do not seek the trade as 
they would if they knew the channel would be open and they 
could trav-el it the year round. There would be no trouble 
from any other source because there is no place where the stm 
shines more beautifully and where the moon glows with her· 
silv-ery rays with greater grandeur than along this be..'l.utiful 
riv-er. There is no reason on earth indeed why the e steamers 
should _not run all the year round except the neces ary money 
to be added to the appropriations in this bill to furnish tilis 
channel and open this riv-er to the trade. "\Vhy, my friends, 
this river has been sought for far and wide by those seeking 
that which was beautiful and that which was grand. They 
hav-e sought it because of the fa ct it furnished an inv-itation to 
admire the beauties of nature, because along it from one end 
to the other the grandeur and sublimity of Almighty God's 
creation shines forth with a degree of perfection that is 
scarcely reached in any other country in the world. [Loud ap­
plause.] .We hav-e heard dlstinguisbed gentlemen upon tilis 
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·.floor talk about the Mississippi River. I love the Mississippi, 
because there is no Commonwealtb in all this broad land that 
gets closer to my heart and my affections than the Mississippi. 

Ob, that beautiful name that we treasure, which we love, and 
to which w-e cling! The little ones around the fireside in our 
homes are taught to sing its praises and to speak forth its 
virtues. I love that name, and I am glad that the great 
"Father of Waters," the Mississippi River, that furnishes the 
marvelous means of transportation from the Lakes to the Gulf, 
has the sable· name as the State within which I live and which 
I have the honor in part to represent; but the Mississippi, my 
friends, sinks into insignificance in its grandeur and its beauty in 
comparison with the Tombigbee. [Applause.] I ha\e beard 
Members talk about the Missouri River-and I love old Missouri, 
too, witli all my heart. Yes; grand · she is in her history and 
grand she is in ller productions. We heard to-day upon this 
floor one of her brilliant and gifted sons, whom I love and ad­
mire [1\Ir. CLARK], speak forth words of truth and words of 
beauty, and be spoke of certain interests that lie near the 
hearts of the Missourian. But I will tell you, my friends, that it 
is a fact that the Missouri River, and even the other rivers 
which are closely connected, J:>y interest or otherwise, can not 
be compared in any way to this beautiful river that a kind 
Providence presented to the people of the country in which I live 
as one of the best gifts that has ever fallen from His hands. 
[Applause.] 

If I should talk here until my time expired-and it soon will 
expire--in fact, if I should continue until the " wee small " hours 
of the morning, I could not portray to you anything like its 
beauties, anything like its importance, anything like the facts 
and the figures that necessitate its improvement. · 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. BUTLER of Pennsylvania in the chair). 
The time of the gentleman bas expired. 

Mr. CA.l\TDLER. l\Iay I ba\e a few moments more? My 
heart yearns to tell a little more about this important river. 
[Applause.] 

1\Jr. LAWRENCE. 1\lr . . Chairman, I ask unanimous consent 
that the gentleman--

The CHA.IRl\IA.N. For what purpose does the gentleman 
from Mas achusetts rise? 

Mr. LA. WRENCE. The " gentleman from Massachusetts " 
rises to ask unanimous consent that the gentleman from Missis­
sippi [Mr. CANDLER] may be permitted to continue his remarks 
for five minutes. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Massachusetts [1\lr. 
LAWRENCE] asks unanimous consent that the gentleman from 
Mississippi [1\Ir. CANDLER] may be perm~tted to continue for 
five minutes. Is there objection? [After a pause.] . The Chair 
is pleased to say there is no objection. [Applause; cries of 
" Go on! Go on! Tell us more about your river! "] 

Mr. CANDLER. My heart goes out in gratitude to my dis­
tinguished friend from Massachusetts [Mr. LAWRENCE] and also 
to the Members of the House for this great favor. I am .sure 
that it is prompted · by the interest in this great river about 
which I am talking, because we all know that it appeals to 
the heart of every American citizen throughout this broad land; 
and the regret that they ha\e to-day, and they have expressed 
that regret to me often, is that it bas been so long neglected. 
I have heard its murmuring waves as they went singing their 
beautiful song toward the Gulf since the early days of my 
childhood, and they have continued to sing along the pathway 
of my life and have given me inspiration to lo\e the beauties of 
nature and admire· those grandeun and those glories that 
come alone from the kind creative hand above. [Applause.] 
Members have talked here, as I said a moment ago, about the 
:Mississippi, and about the Missouri, and numbers of other ri\ers, 
and about the necessity for improvement. Other friends of 
mine have discussed their projects and have presented to the 
c('nsideration of this House the rivers which they desired to see 
the hand of the National Government aid and the hand of the 
National Government deepen and widen. 

The Tombigbee River does not need any widening. It is wide 
enough. It just simply needs a little deepening. That is all 
that is necessary, and with the deepening that should come 
from the aid that ought to be bestowed upon it by "Uncle 
Sam," who bas always given with bountiful band to his chil­
dren, there would come added beauties and benefits to the 
beauty and commercial importance that already exist that 
would strike the American people with such dazzling grandeur 
and sublime interest as to illuminate not only the Tombigbee ter­
ritory, but would travel beyond the confines of that territory and 
add added glories even to our marvelous oceans and to all our 
waterways. [Applause.] It would furnish a bouquet of 
grandeur and glory that would justify the Committee on Rivers 
and Harbors to bring in a bill appropriating every dollar " Uncle 

Sam " could spare for the improvement of the rivers and har­
bors of this country and all it would be necessary to do would be 
for my esteemed friend 1\Ir. BURTON to stand on the floor 
of this House and present it, and the Representatives of the 
people would rise up and demand that it be passed at once with­
out amendment, in order that the beauties obtained in the 
perfection of such legislation might not be lost. [Applause.] . 

The Mississippi was never known in song, the Missouri and 
these other rivers have never inspired the poet; but the Tom­
higbee bas appealed to him and to the compo~er of beautiful 
song. I have a. song here and I intended to sing it, although I 
am not a singer. [Great applause and cries of " Sing it, 'Tom­
higbee,' sing it! Let us bear you sing it!"] 

If there ever was a time when I longed to be able to sing, it 
is now. In that respect my education was neglected. )ly 
good mother-God bless her-at one time wanted me to take 
music lessons, but I did not see the necessity for it. But I did 
not know that the day would come when I should stand here 
in the House of Representati\es of the United States advocat­
ing the Tombigbee River. 

If I had, I would have taken lessons ftom the best music 
teacher I could have found, and then I would have been pre­
pared to sing this song, and when I shoUld ha\e sung it I a.m 
satisfied you would have said: "Take your $2,500,000, because 
your river is worth it, and worth· more." [Loud applause.] 

But, unfortunately, m_y friends, I can not sing. I wish I 
could. l\Iy soul panteth now for that accomplishment as "the . 
hart pa.nteth for the water broo.ks; " but it is impossible, be· 
cause my voice is husky and I am fearful that I could not 
carry the tune. But I am going to read it to you, becau e I 
want the country to realize that this is one among a limited 
few riyers in the United States of America. that has brought 
forth such ·sentiments a.s are expressed in this beautiful song. 

l\Ir. RAINEY rose. 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Mississippi [l\!r. 

CANDLER] yield to the _gentleman from Illinois [l\Ir. RAINEY] ? 
.1\Ir. CANDLER. Always with pleasure. 
Mr. RAINEY. I want to ask the gentteman how about the 

Wabash River in IJiinois? 
Mr. CA.l'IT)LER. I am going to tell about that in this song. 
Mr. TOWNE. How about the Suwanee River? 
Mr. CANDLER. It is also mentioned in this song. A good 

woman-God bless them, in their kindne s they are always will­
ing to help us-secured this song for me, and: it was compo ed 
by Hub Smith and dedicate!]. to a beautiful woman, Mrs. Noyes. 
Entirely natural and proper to compose a beautiful song about 
this lovely river and dedicate it to God's sweetest crer.tion­
woman. [Great applause.] 

Now listen. for here it is. How I wish I could sing! [Ap­
plause.] It is ~ntitled "The Dear· Old Tombigbee." 

[.Applaus;;e.] 

In the dear old sunny South, 
Where the sweet magnolias bloom 

And _the joyous songs of countless birds 
Dispel all thoughts of gloom ; 

'Neath the shade of fragrant trees, 
Where the gentle breezes blow, 

There the dancing ·waters of 
The old Tombigbee flow. 

It was on thy mossy banks 
As a boy I used to play 

With the comrades of my youth who now.: 
Alas, have passed away. 

Ev'ry shady nook we knew, 
And how oft our childish glee 

Waked the echoes on the shores 
Of dear old Tombigbee. 

[Laughter and applause.] 
CHORUS; 

The Mississippi's wide and grand, 
The Suwanee's famed in song; 

The waters of the Wabash, too, 
Flow merrily along. 

But all their beauties pale and fade 
And have no charm for me. 

For I have known since ~hildhood days 
The dear old Tombigbee. 

.[Laughter and great applause.] 
My friends, I app{'.al to you to take care of the Tombigbee. 

Never forget it! Never forget it! As I said once before on the 
floor of this House, that while I honor my name because I am 
named for the man I love better than any other mali in all the 
world, my honored father, but in order to see justice done to 
this river, in order to see the appropriation made which I believe 
ought to be made, I would be willing, not to gi\e up my name, 
but to have added to it "Tombigbee," and be known hereafter 
as "TOM.BIGBEE EZEKIEL SA.MUEL CANDLER, Jr." [Loud and pro­
longed applause.] 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Missis­
s"ippi has expired. 
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1\Ir. CANDLER. As a ·part of my remarks I append the re­

port of the engineer in reference to the Tombigbee, the state­
m.ent of Mr. I. H. Sykes, :md "An answer to Document 334." 
rRELIMIXARY EXAlliNATIOX OF TOxiBIGBEE -RIVER FRO~! DEliOPOLIS, ALA., 

TO COLC.MBUS, l\IISS. 

E:!fGI.:S:EER OFFICE, XITED STATES AR~IY, 
Mobile, Ala., December 9, 1905. 

GENERAL: In compliance with directions contained in Departm~nt 
Jetter dated March 23, 1905, I have the honor to submit the followmg 
report upon a preliminary exam~ation. of the." Tombigbee_ River, fr?m 
Demopolis, Ala., to Columbus, Mtss., wtth a vtew to securmg a contm- . 
uous channel 4 feet deep." . . 

Previous examinations and sut·vevs.-The first survey of this section 
of river was made in 1871, and report thereon is published in the 
Annual Report of· the Chief of E~gineers for !he same yea~·, page 5J3. 
The project provided for removmg obstructwns and bmldmg wmg 
dams, and was adopted in 1872. It was modi~ed in 1879 so as to pro­
vide for a low-water channel of navigable w1dth and 3 feet deep by 
removing obstructions, building wing dams, and closing island chutes. 
This project was not completed. 

Preliminary report upon a survey of Warrior River below Tusca­
loosa the Tombigbee River from its mouth up to Vienna, and from 
Yiemia up to Walkers Bridge is published in the Annual Report of 
the Chief of Engineers for 1 88, part 2, page 1227. Report of a sur­
vey and estimate for 6-foot navigation on Warrior River, Alabama, 
from Tuscaloosn. to Demopclis; Tombigbee River from its mouth to 
Vienna and Tombigbee River bet\vcen Vienna and Cotton Gin is 
publi h'ed in the Annual Report of the Chief of Engineers for 189Q, 
part 2 page 1719. 'l'he improvement was recommended and the 
project' was adopted by the river and harbor act of September 19, 
umo and proviaed for securing the proposed 6-foot channel by snag­
ging' tree cutting, bank revetment, bar improvement, and the build­
ing of dams with pneumatic gate at ·an estimated cost of $779,400 fot• 
this section. In 1897 the estimate was changed so as to provide 

2 000 000 for the construction of ten locks and dams between De­
mopoli~, Ala., and Columbus, Miss. A blueprint a of the map made 
from the survey upon which the 6-foot project was based, showing the 
Tombigbee River from Columbus to the Warrior River, just above 
Demopolis is fonvarded in separate cover. 

Present' ea:aminat-ion.-'rhis examination was commenced on October 
30. 1905 at Columbus, Miss .. working downstream. Soundings were 
taken about every 75 or 100 feet, and the minimum depths on the 
shoals recorded. They are given below, reduced approximatP.ly to mean 
low watet·. 

L<>cality. 

Bar below G. & A. Pacific Railroad bridge ........... . 
Butlers bar ........................................... . 
Bar No.1, head of Tenmile shoal .................... .. 
BarNo. 2 ............................................. . 
Bar No.3 ............................................. . 
Bar Nos. 4 and 5 ............... .. ......... . ........... . 
BarNo. 6 ............................................ .. 
BarNo.? ............................................. . 
BarNo.8 ............................................ .. 
Bar No.9 ............................................ .. 
BarNo.lO ............................................ . 
BarNo.ll. ........................................... . 
Bar'No.12 ............................................ . 
Bar No. 13 ..... : . .................................... .. 
Bar ·o.14 ............................................ . 
Bar'No .15 and 16 ................................... .. 
Bar No. 17 ............................................ . 
Bar No.1 ............................................ . 
Bar To.19 ............................................ . 
BarNo. 20 ........................................... .. 
Bar No. 21. ........ : . ................................. . 
Bar No. 22 .............................. _ ............. .. 
Bar o. 23 ............................................ . 
BarNo. 24 ........................................... .. 
BarNo. 25 ... ........................................ .. 
Bar No. 26 ............................ : .............. . 
BarNo. 27 ........................................... . 
.Bar No. 28 ......•..........•.....•.......•••.•.•.•••.. 
Bar ·o. 29 ........................................... . 
Bar below Jim Creek ................................ . 
Bar below Ellis Creek ........... . ................... . 
Bar below Pumpkin CrP.ek and Coal Fire shoals .... . 
Pickens\'ille ......................................... . 
Bar at PickensYille, lower landing .................. . 
Bar below Nancys l'~erry ................. , ....... ~ ... . 

B~1g;l~~h~~sci:eek.:: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Bar above l<.ingolds Bluff ........................... .. . r~~~~ c~:~k~~~-~-::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Owl Creek ........................................ · .. .. 
\\'allaces Creek ...................................... . 
Cedar Creek ................................ , ........ . 
]!'airfield ............................................ .. 
Below ewport ........................... _ .. _ ..... _ .. 
Lubbub Creek ....................................... . 
Ballards Lake Bend ............................ _ .... . 
Han cook shoals: ........................... _ ...•. _. _ .. 
:Muscle shoals .................. · ...................... . 
\Yindham bar .. ........... ........................... . 
Cuba Landing ....................................... . 
Vienna bar ........................................... . 
Vienna Island .... : ................................... . 

f~1~i~~f:l~:r:::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Above n·nliams ...................................... . 
Littlelslano .......... ..... ........................... . 
Carpenters bar ....................................... . 
Above Warsaw .............................. : ....... .. 
\Yarsaw bar .......................................... . 

co ·Not printed. 

Depth 
in feet. 

2.5 
2.3 
2.0 
1.5 
2.0 
2.5 
2.3 
2.0 
2.3 
2.4 
2.3 
1.6 
4.0 
1.8 
3.0 
2.0 
2.3 
2.6 
2.3 
2.5 
2.6 
2.3 
2.5 
3.0 
2.3 
2.4 
1.4 
1.3 
2.3 
2.5 
2.9 
3.0 
2.9 
1.9 
1.3 
1.9 
3.0 
2.0 
2.3 
2.6 
3.0 
1.3 
2.3 
3.0 
4.0 
1.3 
1.5 
2.5 
2.5 
1.5 
3.5 
2.0 
2.0 
2.3 
1.9 
2.9 
3:0 
2.9 
1.4 
2.9 
2.3 

Bottom. 

Grave1. 
Gravel on.rock. 
Gravel. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do .. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do . 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Gravel on rock. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do." 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Rock. 
Gravel on rock. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Rock. 
Gravel. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Locality. 

China Bluff bar ..................................... .. 
Clentons Landing .................................... . 
Below Old Taylors Landing ......................... .. 
Bracketts bar ............ . ......................... _ .. 
Blend shoals ......................................... . 
Upper Chicken Cock bar and Lower Chicken Cock bar. 
Chambers ........................... _ ................ . 
Holts ................................................ . 
Oswalt.· ............................................. .. 
roxubee ............................................. . 

Gainesville ..................•.•.•.................... 
Cherry Bluff ........................................ .. 
Colgans Island .................... _ ................. .. 
Smiths .............................................. .. 
Cube Creek .......................................... . 
Howard ....................... · ....................... . 
Croft Landing ............... ~- ....... _ .... _ ........ .. 
Brush bar .. .... .... ... ............................... . 
Above Clay's wood yard ............................. . 
Clays bar .... _ ....................................... . 
Trend bar ........................................... . 
Toms bar ........................................... .. 
Tubbs Creek ......................................... . 
Jack Toms Landing ... .. ............................ . 
Hays Ferry .. ......... .......................... ..... . 
Hales I land ........................................ .. 
Epps bar ............................................. . 
Rock shoals .................................... _ ...... . 
Bar above .Tones Bluff ...... ." ........................ .. 
Jones Creek .......................................... . 
Hillmans Island ..................................... . 
Shilitos Camp ........................................ . 
Belfast Chute ........... _ ............................ . 
. Martins Ferry .............................. _ ......... . 
Phillips shoal ........................................ . 
Houstons Island ..................................... . 
Cold Spring bar ...................................... . 
Bluffport ............................................. . 

~~~~ ~~:i::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :: 
Durdens bar ... ................... _ .................. . 
Thomp on Island. · ................................... . 
Rattlesnake and Black$nakc ... _ .. _ .. _ .............. . 
Kirkpatrick ........................................ .. 
Birdines ................................... _ ......... . 
Coles ................................................ . 
Ha1mted Point ...................................... . 
Arrington ........................................... . 
Greenes bar ......................................... . 
Bee Tree Island .. ......... .......................... . 
The Rocks ......................................... _ . . 
Hancocks bar ....................................... - . 
Tutts bar ............................................ . 

Bottom. I Depth I 
in feet. 

-!--------
1. 9 Gravel. 
2.5 Do. 
2.3 Do. 
1.9 ·no. 
1.3 Do. 
2.0 Do. 
2.5 Do. 
2.0 Do. 
2.3 Do. 
3.0 Do. 
2.0 Do. 
3.0 Do. 
2.5 Do. 
2.3 Do. 
1.3 Do. 
2.0 Do. 
3.0 Do. 
2. 3 llo. 
3.5 Do. 
2.0 Do. 
2.5 Do. 
2.5 Do. 
~-5 Do. 
3.5 Do. 
2.3 Do. 
1.5 Do. 
3.0 Do. 
2.3 Do. 
2.0 Do. 
3.5 Do. 
2.5 Do. 
2.0 Do. 
1.9 Do. 
2.3 Do . 
2.5 Do. 
3.5 Do. 
2.3 Do. 
1.9 Do. 
2.0 Do. 
2.0 Do. 
2.9 Do. 
2.0 Do. 
2.0 Do 
1.9 Do 
1.5 Do 
1.0 Do. 
2.0 Do. 
3.0 Do. 
2.9 Do. 
3.0 Do. 
2. 7 Gravel on rock. 
3.0 Gravel. 
4.3 Do. 

A few borings made indicate that the bed of the river over almost 
the whole distance covered by the examination is composed of blue 

. rock or rotten limestone. In nearly all places the surface was found 
to be of sand and gravel. Probably, however, the limestone or blue 
rock is underneath throul?hout. The. nature of this rock is such that 
when exposed to the air 1t hardens, but when submerged it is soft, so 
that in place it is easy to excavate. At nearly all points along the 
river· there are high steep bluffs, the concave bank being lime rock 
and the convex bank flat and soft. Tenmile shoals (so called from 
their length) is about the only place where there is no bluff. Here 
'the river meanders between low alluvial banks of light sandy soil and 
unstable material, which yields readily to the eroding action of the 
rivet·. The banks of this soil are from 8 to 12 feet above low water, 
and in most places are· overgrown with willows and underbrush. In 
the limited time available it was not possible to obtain any reliable 
data as to current observations, but it is apparent that the discharge· of 
the Tombigbee River is much greater than that of the Black Warrior 
River and that thei'e will be an abundance of water for canalization. 

P1·evious improvement.-Work on this section of Tombigbee River 
has heretofore been confined to the removal of logs, snags, and other 
obstructions from the channel and overhanging trees from the banks, 
building and repairing jetties, and excavating rock, gravel, sand, a.nd 
clay. Work of this nature is needed every year to remove obstruc­
tions brought into the stream during freshets, as these freshets reach 
.a height of between 40 and 60 feet above low water. The work done 
has resulted in affording a channel navigable for the Jio-ht-draft boats 
plying this section, on a 2-foot rise above mean low water, for a period 
of four or five months per annum. 

Geographical location.-Columbus, the upper limit of the improve­
ment, is the county seat of Lowndes County, Miss., and is located in 
the eastern part of th~ State, near the Alabama line. It is a town of 
about 11,000 inhabitants, is surrounded by a rich, fertile, and produc­
tive country, and is one of the most enterprising towns in this section 
of the State. From Columbus the river takes a southeasterly trend 
to Demopolis, in the western part of Alabama, a distance of 15G miles, 
and in this distance it has a fall of about 108 feet. The country 
through which the stream passes is vet·y productive, and for farming 
purposes will compare favorably with any other in the States of Ala­
bama and Iississippi. Plantations line both banks of almost t~s en­
tire section, though there are reaches where either one or the other 
bank, and in some instances both banks, are heavily timbered. The 
width of the river is tolerably uniform, and on an average it is from 
300 to 400 feet wide at low water, increasing in width considerably 
during a freshet. · 

Resottrces ancl commerce.-The principal farm products of the coun­
try are cotton and corn, the yield being from one-half to one bale of 
cotton to the acre, and from 25 to 40 bn hels of corn to the acre. 
Cotton is the chief crop, about one-fifteenth of the total yield of the 
United States being grown here. The cotton-seed oil, oil cake, meal, 
and hulls will about equal the value of the cotton lint itself. Much of 
the country along the river and adjacent thereto is heavily timbered 
with pine, oak, cypress, sweet gum, and sycamore. The making of 
staves is at present in active operation, and with additional transporta: 
tion facilities t.Qis would most likely become a staple ind_ustry. Tbe 
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lime-rock producing area. is considerable, but it will probably never 
be made an a.rticle of extensive trade without cheap river transpoi1:a­
tion. .Another rock found in the formation of the river bank, called 
" Tombigbee rock." yields a Portland cement which has stood the 
analytical test. With the river open the year round- there is no reason 
to doubt that cement factories would multiply in this region. 

No commercial statistics could be obtained at the time of examina­
tion, though efforts were made in that direction. Statistics for the 
cal_endar year ending December 31, 1904, . showed that cotton,- cotton 
seed, logs, breadstuffs, fertilizers, farm supplies, provisions, and gen­
eral merchandise to the amount of 20,000 tons and the value of 
$600,000 were handled during that year. 

Jmpro1;ement cqnsiderations.-The only tributaries · of any impor­
tance between Columbus and the junction of the Tombigbee and War­
rior river , just above Demopolis, are the Sipsey and Noxubee rivers, 
both of them small streams. A study of the section under considera­
tion makes it clearly ·evident that the only method of making much 
improvement is by canalization. 'l'bis will require the construction 
of ten locks and dams, at an estimated cost of $2,500,000. The banks 
being generally a rock bluff on one side and fairly stable on the other, 
they are unusually favorable for this class of structure. At or near 
each lock site there would be an abundance of stone, gravel, and sand 
for the masonry and for riprapwork. · 

Conclusions.-No further survey is considered necessary, the rec­
ords of this office being sufficient for the purpose of preparing a pre­
liminary estimate of cost. 

I do not recommend the upper Tombigbee River as being worthy of 
further improvement by the General Government by the building of 
locks and dams, because apparently, the amount of business would 
not justify expending the amount of money. · 

Respectfully ·submitted. 
W. E. CRAIGHILL, 

Major, Corps of Engineers. 

STATE:IIENT OJ' I. H. SYKES, SECRETARY PROGRESSIVE CXIO~, COLUMBUS, 
MISS. 

Statistics covering resources of the six counties-Lowndes and Nox­
ubee, in Mississippi, and Pickens, Greene, Sumpter, and Marengo, in 
Alabama-show their past and present commercial importance, as weH 
as the estimated increase were the Tomblgbee River opened to naviga­
tion the year round from Demopolis, Ala., to Columbus, Miss. 

While other counties adjacent to the above would materially feel the 
benefits derived by the opening of the •.rombigbee, your statistician feels 
that the crying demand of the six counties named, all of which, being 
touched by many miles of river frontage, is sufficient to warrant the 
expenditure that would be required by _the National Government in open­
ing to year-round transportation this important waterway. 

AREA-POPULATIOX-PRESEXT COTTON PRODUCTION. 

By the census of 1 !)00 we find the area in square miles in the coun­
ties named to be 4,655, with a population of 179,550. By reference to 
map No. 1 herewith,a we find two-thirds of the area of these six coun­
ties (the Tombigbee River running through the center) to be wholly 
and entirely dependent on the Tombigbee for transportation facilities, 
since no line of railway crosses the 'l'ombigbee in this area and only one 
paralleling it from north to south and that coming no nearer at any 
point than 20 miles, thus leaving 3,104 square . miles, or 1,!)86,560 acres, 
of the most valuable alluvial lands to be found wholly .dependent for 
transportation facilities on a river navigable, at best, not exceeding six 
months in the year. 

Since cotton is the principal product of the area lying in the counties 
named, I beg leave to submit the production in bales of 500 pounds in 
these counties for " the years indiG::tted: · 

County. 1900. 1901. 1902. 190S. 1904. 
__;., ____________ , ___ ------------
.Lowndes ................ __ .•••..... 20, 907 21, 224 21, 500 22, 7i6 SO, 161 
Noxubee ........................... 23,928 24,000 26,751 29,474 30,284 
Pickens............................ 21,485 19,375 17,161 16,478 23,710 
Greene .. _ ... ~ .. __ ....... _. _ .. _..... 24,017 22,167 21,647 20, f>02 27,667 
umpter .............. ,............. 31,906 29,637 26,295 24,560 2 ,477 

Marengo............................ 38,39'2 37,50-! 35,682 34,931 37,232 
1-------------

Total ......................... 160,635 152,107 149,036 148,721 177,531 

.Average yield in one year, taking above as a basis, 157,606 bales. 
With a river navigable the year round the saving to the planter in 

frei:-rbts incident to the mar~~ting of his crop of cotton alone on present 
average production, to say nothing of ·the increase made possible by 
open river, would be $1 per bale, or $157,606 annually. 

ASSESSED VALUATION. 

An examination of the tax records of the counties named shows that 
the asseooed valuation of all properties in the six counties for the year 
18!)1 was $13.685,101, and that properties in these same counties are 
assessed for this rear, 1906, at ~23,178.156, or an incr-ease in fifteen 
y<nrs of the assessment rolls by $9,4!)3,055, or a little over 70 per cent. 

As .shown on another sheet in these statistics, under the heading of 
timber, wer•a tt.-~ Tombigbee opened to navigation the year round a tim­
ber acreage of 91)3,280 acres would be placed under the plow, and when 
this has been done these acres would at once command on the market 

25 per acre or a total of $24,832,000, a little more in actual value 
than the present assessed valuation of the six counties. 

From another standpoint, this timber land is assessed on an average 
of 1 per acre, while cultivated lands adjacent to the river are as­
sessed at $6 per acre. 

Taking the assessed value of these timber lands when cultivated, 
$5,95!:>,680, and from that;, deduct the present assessed valuation of 
these same acres, $993,280, we have at once an increased assessment 
of 4,!)66,400. 

By personal investigation and from letters received from reliable 
parties in the several counties named the average annual per cent of 
increase in the assessment rolls of these counties, were the Tombigbee 
opened to navigation the year round, would be 46 per cent, or· a total 
annual increase in the rolls, from a dollars-and-cents standpoint, of 
$10,661,1)51. 

o Not printed. 

BA..'m:s. 
Map No. 2 o shows that in the area under consideration there arc 

twenty banks ; fifteen years ago there were only seven banking institu­
tions in the counties referred to. Of these twenty bank , exclusive of 
the cities of Columbus, Miss., and Demopolis, Ala., .we find only one on 
the banks of the Tombigbee, that at Gainesville, Ala. 

It is a well-estaiJlished fact that banks never seek a location where 
transportation facilities are limited to a few months of the year. It 
therefore stands to reason were the 'l'ombigbee opened to navi:;ation 
the year round banks would be established along this waterway at 
rr~:::~ar::IlfJ~s.now offering good openings except for _proper transporta-

OIL MILLS. 

By reference to map No. 1 a herewith it will be seen that in 1891 
there were only two oil mills located in the counties referred to, while 
to-day these same counties have ten large oil mllls within their borders, 
and, notwithstanding the immen e quantities of cotton seed produced in 
the area tributary to the Tombi&"bee River from Columbus to Demopolis, 
exclusive of the above-named crties, we find only one oil mill on the 
banks of the Tombigbee, at Epes, Ala. 

Your statistician is informed by local oil-mill men that owing to the 
uncErtain stage of navigation, even during the winter months, on the 
Tomblgbee, many hundred tons of cotton seed rot along the banks of th'e 
Tombigbee each year. Now it stands to reason that were this river 
made navigable the year round oil mills as well as other factories would 
spring up along its banks, thereby enhancing the values of all lands in 
this rieh section as well as placing in the pockets of the planter many 
thousands of dollars from the sale of his seed that now rot on the banks 
of the river· waiting for the waters to rise sufficiently to market one of 
the chief products of his year's toil. · 

COAL. 

One of the greatest commercial industries in this section, if not in 
the world, is the minino- and shipping to interior and port markets of 
coal for domestic as wel1 as steam purposes. The National Government 
has e:x;pended large sums of money at the port of :l\lobile, Ala., that 
ocean-going vessels might make that harbor and load fer the ports of 
all foreign markets. The owners and operators of mines in the coal 
fields of Alabama have likewise spent vast sums in the endeavor to 
economically deliver their ·product at the various p"orts. They have 
tried Greenville and Vicksburo-, Miss., as well as 1\ll'mpbls1 Tenn., but 
owing to the long haul by rail from the mines to these l\Ii 'SlSsippi River 
points, coupled with the great distance to New Or·leans by barge, their 
efforts have proven unprofitable. Not a few of these large mining com­
panies, the Corona Coal Company predominating, have acquired· large 
and valuable river frontage at Columbus, Miss .. believing that _ some day 
the National Government . would be compelled by the constant demands 
made upon it to open to navigation the year rouud the Tombigbee River, 
ther~by furnishing them by short rail and river haul access to the mar­
kets of the world through the port of Mobile. 

See map No. 3. 0 Distance, Corona to Columbus by rail, 6l) miles~ 
Columbus to Mobile, air line, 189 miles. 

TIMBER. 

Taking the census report of HlOO, we find in the six counties named 
an area in square miles of 4,655. The tax records of these counties 
show two-thirds of this land open, the other one-third in virgin forests 
of oak, hickory, walnut, gum, cypress, and pine, mal{ing a forest impossi­
ble to develop without proper navigation on the Tombigbee of 9{)3,280 
acres, that, at the low estimate of 4,000 feet per acre, would produce in 
lumber approximately 4,000,000,000 feet, worth at the least calculation 
$10 per thousand, leaving after timber has been cut an acreage of 
DD3,280 in lands that would readily bring $25 per acre, or a total value 
of ~24,832,000. 

If this same land were cultivated in cotton, to the grow.th of which it 
is peculiarly adapted, the annual increase in the production of cotton in 
these six counties would be, on a basis of one-third bale to the acre, 
331,070 bales, or an annual increase in dollars and cents, at the pr·esent 
value of 50 per bale, of $16,553,500; 165,535 tons of cotton seed fr·om 
above cotton, at the low estimate of $12 per ton, $1,986,420; total, 

18,539.920. . 
Tllil . CEi\IEXT RESOUUCES OF THE TO:IIBIGBEE Rl\"ER DISTRICT. 

The above being' a question that bas been passed on by geological ex­
perts in the employ of the Government, I beg only to call your attention 
to a few pertinent facts as laid down by these experts, but would suggest 
that in passing on this very important phase of the matter you read 
carefully Senate Document No. 165 o"f the Fifty-eightll Congre . third 
session. The Hon. Charles D. Walcott, Director United States Geolog­
~i~e~er;{!• in his report, as per abo;e document, makes the following 

" Determining the possible value for Portland cement manufacture of 
a deposit of raw material is a complex problem, depending upon a JJ.um­
ber of distinct factors, all of which must be given due consideration. 
'.rhe more important of the factors are : 

"First. Chemical composition of the material. 
" Second. Physical character of the material. 
"Tilird. Amount of matel'ial availalJle. 
"Fourth. Location of the deposit with respect to transportation 

routes. · 
"FifU1. Location of the deposit with relation to fuel supplies. 
" Sixth. Location of the deposit with respect to markets." 
-Your statistician begs to call your attention to the fact that Docu­

ment No 165, referred to, shows conclusively that from every stand­
point save one, and that transportation, the deposit of hi"'h-grade Port­
land cement material, through, ~ou might say, the center· of which flows 
the Tombigbee, is the most valuable to be found anywher·e. 

Now, it is this avenue of transportation, making accessible to the 
markets of the world this inexhaustible supply of Portland cement mate­
rial, that we pray your honorable body to furnish by the opening, as 
asked for, of the •.rombigbee River. 

Were this means of transportation available to-day there would be 
saved. to the National Gover·nment many times the cost of the improve­
ment asked for in the cost of the one item alone of Portland cement 
now being used in the isthmian canal constr·uction. 

While it is true that there is now a large cement plant on this rivet· 
at Demopolis, this creates only limited competition, bnt were naviga­
tion extended up the river the cement industry along the valley of the 
'l'ombigbee would equal, if not in a few years outstrip, in tonnage as 
well as in money valuation the enormous cotton crop now annually pro­
duced in this territory. 

o Not printed. 



.1907. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD- HOUSE . 2133 
TO~~ AGE. 

Reports from the several steamers named below give the tonnage 
~;a~~~d1~bt t~;r:f f9o~~e Tombigbee between Columbus and Demopolis, . 

Vienna, from Columbus to Demopolis," six months' season, 2 
trips per week, 48 trips of 500 tons ____________________ _ 

GUy of Canulen (of Mobile), January to April, four months' 
season, 1 trip a week, 16 trips of 900 tons..:. _____________ _ 

Man; (of Mobile), J.anuary to April, four months' season, 1 
tnp a week, 16 tnps of 800 tons ___ -___________________ _ 

City of Mobile, January to April, four months' season, 2 trips 
· a week, 32 trips of 600 tons ___________________________ _ 
Ouachita (Mobile), December to :May, five months' season, 1 

trip a week, 20 trips of 500 tons _______________________ _ 
lV. J. B.ethea, Januat·y to April, thre.e months' season, 1 trip 

a weeH:, 12 trips of 700 tons----------------------------
Stone, 32 trips of 800 tons each ______________ .:_ __________ _ 
Cornelia C:, pan4.ling only oak heading to Columb~s, December 

to and mcludmg May----------.----------------------­
The river report .shows .that other boats making irregular trips 

carry from thrs tern tory annually----------------------

Total annual tonnage· handled on now imperfect state 

Tons. 

24,000 

14,400 

12,800 

19, 200 

10, 000 

8,400 
25,600 

5,760 

20,000 

of navigation-------------------:---------------- 140, 160 
Were a. yearly channel depth of 6 feet maintained in the Tombigbee 

from Columbus to Demopolis, and the adjacent virgin forests cleared 
and planted in cotton, the cotton produced on this fertile aren. alone 
would afford an increa ed outgoing tonnage in staple of 82,767 tons 
and. in cotton seed o~ 165,535 tons; total increase of outgoing tonnage 
by mcreased productiOn of cotton alone, 248,302 tons, or about 75 per 
cent increase over· the present total incoming and outgoing tonnage. 

Add to the above the increase in the incoming tonnage made neces­
sary by the increase in cotton production, such as bag'ging and ties, 
floue, corn, and sundry items of meechandise, it is reasonable to sup­
pose that the incoming tonnage, since it would cover a period of 
twelve ·months, would equal if not exceed the increased outgoing ton­
nage.. Taking, then, the above estimates and data gathered from the 
several county seats, coupled with figures submitted by competent 
judges in and along this territory; were a channel depth of 6 feet 
!llaintained in the 'l'ombigbee from Columbus to Demopolis, eliminat­
mg ft•om my totals the tonnage of coal that would be barged down 
the river, as well as the tonnage of cement that would be carried up 
i~~8~·iver, a reasonable estimate places the annual business at 700,000 

. . quoting from ~ letter under date of October 29, 1903, from the 
Uruted States engmeer's office at Mobile, Ala., to a citizen of this city : 

"I am sorry you did not arr·ange to make the trip down the river 
with. 1?-S. I found the river larger t}?.an I expected, and its physical 
condttwns appear ve~·y favorable for Improvement by locks and dams. 
The valley of the rrver is immensely fertile and productive, and is 

·nrgently in need of better transportation facilities. It would seem 
that the saving in freight rates on the annual amount of cotton that 
would be influenced by river transportation would pay a reasonable 
interest on the investment required for the improvement." 

"The TomMgbee River from Demopolis, Ala., to Columbus Miss." An 
answer to Docl?-ment 334, Fifty-ninth Congress, second session, House· 
of Representatives. Referred to the Committee on Rivers and Har­
bors December 20, 1906, and ordered to be printed. "The improve­
ment of the waterways is the only solution of the congestion of the 
railroads. The railroad people themselves admit that they are ten 
years behind the development of the country." Columbus, Miss., 
January 28, 1907. 

[Editorial from the Columbus (1\Iiss.) Dispatch on the engineer's report.] 
:MAJOR CR.A.IGHILL'S REPORT. 

The Dispatch devotes considerable space this morning to the report 
of Major Craighill, · the Government engineer under whose direction the 
survey of the Tombigbee was made, and we want every reader of this 
).1aper t~ l?e.ruse i! ca.refully. Th~s is the opinion of the engineer as to 
the feasibility of Lhe work. It will be seen that after making a careful 
survey of the stream fl'Om this city to Demopolis he reports favorably 
upon. every physical obstacle encountered. He shows that the water­
fall IS not too gt·eat to be overcome by a system of locks· he estimates 
the number of locks and their probable cost; he calls attention to the 
staiJle and safe foundations that can be secured, the bottom of the canal 
being blue rock and limestone ; he shows that the banks are high and 
steep, composed of limestone, affording favorable location for the char· 
ac~er o.f the improvements contemplated; he states that the volume of 
water IS lari!e, much larger than that of the Black Warrior and that 
there is ample warer for canalization ; he reports that there is an 
abundance of stone, gravel, and sand at all lock sites for the masonry 
and riprap work ; in fact. his report as to the feasibility of the project 
from an engineering standpoint could not be more favorable. The only 
surprising paragraph of his report is the last section, in which he ad­
vises against the improvement because " apparently the amount of busi­
ness done would not justify expending the amount of money." 
. To s_ay that this c~nclusion is in~on~istent with the previous · report 
IS placmg the case mildly. Ur. Cra1ghill reports that the project is an 
admimble one from an engineering standpoint, and then knocks it 
because "apparently" the volume of business done would not justify 
the expenditure. But let's see what he says about the country through 
which the river runs, the volume of business at present done, and the 
prospect for future development. 

To begin with, .he states that Columbus is a "pro~ressive city of 
11,000 inhabitants," surrounded by a "rich, productive, and fertile 
country." The 156 miles of country through which the river passes 
from this city to Demopolis is " very productive., and for farming pur­
poses will compare favorably with any other sections of Alabama or 
Mississippi." " Plantations line both banks of the stream except 
where there are large tracts heavily timbered. '.rhese plantations yield 
from one-half to one bale of cotton per acre and from 25 to 40 bushels 
of corn." " Cotton is the chief crop g1•owi!· about one-fifteenth of the 
total crop of the United States being gro.wn here." And he states 
further that the cotton seed, oil, on · cake, meal, hulls, etc. will about 
equal the value of the cotton lint itself. ' 

These are bls word6. Did you ever think what o~e-flfteenth of the 
cotton crop of the country amounted to? Forty million dollars ! And 
If the cotton seed, meal, oil, hulls, etc., of this one crop equal the lint 
cotton, as Majot• Craighill states, the value of this one crop in this 
tetTitory is nearly a hundt·ed million dollars-eighty milllons bein"' th~ 
enormous sum realized annually from this one source alone. .. 

But further he says: "Much of the country along the river and 
adjacent thereto is heavily timbered with pine, oak, cypress, gum, and 
sycamore. The making of staves is at present in active operation, and 
with additional transportation facilities this would most likely become 
a staple industry." Again he says: ·"The lime rock producing area is 
considerable, but it. will probably never be made an article of extensive 
trade without cheap river transportation." Again he says : "Anothet· 
rock found in the formation of the river bank, e<1.lled ' Tombigbee rock.' 
yields a Portland cement which has stood the analytical test. With 
the river open the year round there is no reason to doubt that cement 
factories would multiply in this section." 

Major Craighill states that no commercial statistics could be ob· 
tained at the time of the examination, although every effort was made 
to secrn·e them. 

Now, in view of his own figures given above, showing conclusively 
that the section through which the river runs is rich in undeveloped 
1·esources of ~very kind, after considering his own estimate that one 
crop of this section alone is worth $80,000,000 annually now, i.tfter 
contemplati.ng the marvelous possibilities of this section as indicated 
from his reports as to the timber and cement resources,. we would like 
for Major Cralghill to explain how he arrives at the conclusion that 
"apparently" the volume of business to be done on this river would 
not justify the exp~:;nditure of s;2,500,000 for its permanent improve­
ment. His conclusion is inconsistent, his report is contradictory, he. 
reverses himself from his own statement of facts, 

The more thoroughly the report of the engineers upon the Tombigbee 
project is assimilated, the more carefully it is analyzed, the more it is 
undeestoqd, the more firmly fixed -is the conviction that there has been 
some "influence" at wot·k to discredit this project. And this · being · 
true, the more determined should become the people of this city and 
section to combat this influence and to secure for them what is right­
fully theirs, cheap river transportation. 

A STATE:\IEXT BY CITIZE~S OF COLUMBUS: 

The report of the United States engineer makes cost of necessary 
locks and dams to be $2,500,000. Interest on this at 2 per cent would 
be $fi0,000, and add the same for annual care and working the locks, 
the total yearly charge would be $100,000. 

The estimate of I. H. Sykes, secretary of the Columbus Progressive 
union, of tonnage for the season of. 1904-5 is 140,000 tons. If om,­
hali of this is cotton and cotton products, to say 70,000 tons we have 
the equivalent of 280,000 bales of cotton. The saving in freight on 
cotton by river against rail is $1 to $1.25 a bale, so that on this item 
there is a saving of $280,000. The other 70,000 tons is miscellaneous 
freight, ail carrying a higher rate than cotton ; but allowing the same 
rate, the saving there is $280,000, or a total saving on the whole 
140,000 to·ns of $560,000, more than 20 per cent of the cost of the im-
provements. . -

-Columbus alone handles an average of 45,000 bales of cotton on 
which there would be a saving of $45,000 ; and on its other freights 
there would be more than a.n equal amount, to say altogether $90 000 
a year. ~'his estimate 1s made on a six months' uncertain river ' 

Indeed the tonnage carried on the river any year only represents that 
which the people have been unable to haul to the railroads. 'l'be river 
is scldo!ll navigable before -the middle of December-the rains that 
make it so make the roads impassable. The crops are ready and be­
gin to move in September, so that the river farmer hauls his crop to 
market before December while the roads are good. That taken by boat 
i~ \~~ ~~;~~~.~.that could not be hauled, and varies violently according 

The figures of I. H. Sykes of 1904-5 are disputed by Mr. Kennerly 
an "inspector" of the United States engineer's office at Mobile but 
Major Jerv:ey, his superior officer, concedes that the tonnage may 'have 
been 52,000 tons. At a saving of $4 a ton on this extremely low ton­
nage, the saving was $208,000, an excess of $108,000 over interest and 
maintenance, sufficient to warrant the investment. 

This tonnage was derived in five months' operation, uncertain river 
and a lot of boats rru;ming from the middle of December to the middle 
of May. 

Neither Major ·Jervey nor Mr. Sykes takes any account of the lumber 
and stave business done by gasoline boats, barges, and rafting, a busi­
ness that constitutes a very large part of the export trade of Mobile. 
Were the river navigable the whole year it would reduce freights at an 
equivalent of $1 a bale on cotton, and in the same ratio on all com­
merce in the Tombigbee Valley, whose annual total .is valued at $80,· 
000,000.. How? If the farmer living on or in wagon reach of the 
river can ship his cotton to Mobile at $1 a bale, it would all go to th~ 
river, as 50 cenis a bale will move cotton 20 miles. The railroads 
would at once meet the competition and reduce their rates accordingly, 
so that the farmer on the other side of the railroad for, say, 20 to 30 
miles would get the benefit of the river compe~ition. The sar_P.e results 
would accrue on the east. Thus the commerce of the whole 'l"ombigbee 
Valley, worth $80,000,000, is affected by this· improvement. 

One railroad that partakes of this commerce made fo r t.he year end­
ing June 30, 1905, after paying all expenses, including rentals and 
interest on its bonds, net, over 16 · per cent on its capital stock. Its 
earnings up to January 31, 1906, indicated, net, for the year endin;:; 
June 30, 1906; over 26 per cent. These figures are taken from a 
banker's statement, handling the securities of the railroad company. 

So that a reduction in rates brought about by river competition would 
not bankrupt the railroads t::tpping the Tombigbee River. Indeed, the 
freight rates are practically the same now when the cotton crop is 
13,000,000 bales as they were when the crop was 5,000,000 bales. 

Laws have been made to protect everything north, east, and .-west. 
Vast sums appropriated to dig out their harbors and canalize their 
rivers,. while so little has been done for this section. We ar.e an agri­
cultural people and pay tribute under all their legislation. We have 
always felt the heavy hand of the Government. -Are we never to feel 
its benign, helping influence? We have seen millions lavished in dis­
tant seas on a people of no kith or kin to America. The faith of our 
Government pledged to guarantee the bonds for railroad construction 
in the Philippine Islands, so remote, so unimportant in _the world's 
civilization that the average schoolboy can not locate them on the 
map. The cotton of the South helped more· to put up and hold up the 
gold standard for the country-no affirmations of political platforms or 
statutes of Congress brought the gold to our shores. It was the ex­
porting of three-fifths of our cotton that brought in the last six rears 
over eighteen hundred million dollars in gold. We are consumei·s of 
the products of American mills and American labor, and Jr.lY in Euro-
pean gold. · 

The Government has listed the Tombigbee as its own, a navi.,.abfe 
stream. We can not bridge It without au act of Congress. The .. Gov­
ernment wil~ not im_Prove it, .nor will it give a lease to an aggregation 
of local capttal to rmprove 1t, n or .may we harness its thousands of 
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wasting hor epower to help the struggling people on its banks. I! this 
be a sample of "government owner.•hip," a thousand times better were 
it for the people that all public utilities be within private or corporate 
control. 

For twenty-five years ha>e our people appealed to Congress to im­
p~·ove thi river; have tra>eled its long reaches to get together in con­
vention , have spent time, money, and energy in this behalf. and now, 
when the Government's own engineer has given in the most conservative. 
language an e timate of the resources of the country it would serve, 
showing that it lH'odnces one-fifteenth of the cotton crop of the United 
States. affording commerce of the \alue of 80.000,000, with enormous 
possibilities, we are again remitted to the waiting list. We have been 
smitten in Mobile. the house of our friends, riven by the hand of an 
engineer's clerk. cbaL·ged with "furnishing information which was not 
con·ect" because, forsooth, we are " interested parties." Being thus 
tipped off in sweeping generalities by his clerk, Major Jervey falls into 
the error of creating the impression that the steamer Vienna was 
wrecked about a year ago from the date on which he was writing, and 
therefore not in the trade as noted by Mr. Sykes; and that tiJe lJ.lm·y 
and ity of Camden were \Vrecked in September, 1906, wiJereas. in fact, 
the Vienila was not wrecked until the middle of February, 1!>06, and 
Sykes' report, which be is trying to discredit, is for the season com­
mencing Decemher, 1fl0-!, and ending June, 1903. These dates seem to 
have been onrlooked hy the whole bunclL of Mobile knocker . Sykes 
makes report of the tonnage for the sea on commencing in December, 
1904, and ending about June 1, 190;:;. 'I'he engineers come along and 
tl'y to discredit it, because some of the boats carrying the tonnage were 
wrecked the year following. One i - tempted to say there aTe "inter­
ested partie " opposed to the improvement, who have been so careless 
of date -a to state facts w-hich, in the language of Inspector Ken­
nerly, "is not correct." It is due 1\Iajor Jervey to say he was a new 
man, just come into the case, writing about a river· l1e bad never seen 
and making a report on data furnished him by others. · 

Some Mobile statistics as to cotton. 

Year. 

1S57-58 .... - .... -.- .. -- ... --.-- . . -. 
1~59 ........................... . 
1904-5 . .... -..... -· •••........ -.--. 

1905-6 ..... - .. - .. -- .. ---.-- .. ···---

:Mobile re- Total crop Proportion Mobile 
ceipt . United States. receipts. 

522,364 
704,406 
330,000 

250,000 

3, 257,339 
4, 018,914 

13,565,000 

11,315,000 

Over one-sixth. 
Do. 

.About one twenty­
fom·th. 

.About one twenty­
second. 

During the period 1857, 1 3 , and 1 59 practically all of Mobile's 
cotton al'l'ived by ri>er and went out by sen . 

The En_gineer ays "that one-fifteenth of . the cotton crop now is 
raised in the Tombigbee Yr.Oer." WitlL a river eyery day of the three 
hundred and sixty-fiye lhe rate on cotton within 250 miles of Mobile, 
north and northeast, which embraces the Tombio-bee River, would be 
• 1.25 per bale les than now. So that it would save the people approxi­
mately $1,000.000, and the ·• port receipts" of Mobile, instead of being 
as now from :250,000 bales to 350,000 bales, would be nearer 1,000,000 
bales. :Mobile is the natural port of this section gf the country, and 
with the river the railroads would find it bard to make a rate to any 
other port in competition w-ith Mobile on account of the distance and 
ervice performed, and therefore could not divert the cotton from this 

port. 'l'ben Mobile would come into "her own." 
Taking the figures of one of her commercial bodies, the exports of 

IUobile in 1 94, when her harbor bad a depth of 17 feet, were only 
• 3.476,000; but in 1906. w-ith a depth of 22 feet, the value was 

2G,573,000, practically all of which was cotton, its products, and lum­
))er coming out of the Tombigbee and .Alabama river valleys. Three­
tiftlis of the South's cotton is exported. Why should not that of the 
'l'ombigbee Valley go again Tia Mobile, as it did prior to ;1.860? Rates 
to )!obile on cotton by river have almost always been 1 per bale, 
\\'hereas rates by rail have almost always been about 2.2G per bale. 
rt'he result bas been that when the boats were put out of the running 
the cotton has been diverted from Mobile and gone to other po1·ts. In 
this way the Tombigbee River bas been made to run upstream, while the 
railroads carried commeL·ce from Iobile until the value of her exports 
was reduced in 1 94 to $3,476,000, the equivalent of about 70,000 
bales of cotton. If the river had been kept in the running by impro-ve­
ments, so that lines of steamboats could have been established to run 
the year L·ound, Mobile would to-day be handling the commerce not 
only of the 'l'ombigbee \alley, but lat·gely that of the .Alabama Yalley, 
nnd her export might be one hundred millions, and she in grateful 
sympathy with the struggling thousands back of her in the interior. 

The increase in population and enormous increase in products ha>e 
ove~taken and overcropped all the raiiL·oads of the United , tates, and 
congestfon prentils everywhere. 'l'he cotton crop a few years back was 
only 5,000,000 bales, whereas to-day it is 13,000,000. In · a greater 
ratio bas the country otherwise multiplied its products. The railroads 
cari not do the busine s. and the sentiment is universal that Congress 
, llould impro>e the waterways of our country rather than check tb,e 
p1·osperity wh1ch is dependent upon transportation. 

What Captain Craighill, United States engineer, wrote of the Tombig­
bee \alley in 1903, was true then; its development is more iqJportant 
to-day. Here is his letter: 

Mr. JOHX P. I\IAYO. 

EXGIXEER 0FF'iCE, UNITED STATES .A.R;\IY, 
Mobile, Ala., October 29, 1903. 

Columbus, Miss. 
DEAR SrR: I ban~ just received your letter of the 27tll. I am sorry 

>ou did not arrange to make the trip down the river with us. We bad 
fine weather and were plea antly entertained along the route. 

I found the ri\er larger than I expected. and its physical conditions 
appear very favorable for impro.ement by locks and dams. 'l'be valley 
of the river is immensely fertHe and p.roclucti>e, and is urgently in ne<>d 
of better transportation facilities. t would eem that the saving in 
freight rates on the average annual amount of cotton that would be in­
fluenc d hy river transportation w-ould pay a reasonable interest on the 
investment required for the improvement. although this feature of the 
ea. e i one that requires. for a definite determination, more time than 
I have been able to give to it. 

Yours, truly, W. E. CRAIGHILL, 
Captain, Corps of Engineers. 

But. all this quibble over figures and surplusage of stati tics aside, 
the que. tion is not whether the tonnage of the river is satisfactory 
now in its pL·e ent half-year, uncertain navigation, but whether the 
people of the Tombigbee Yalley are to have an out! t not so much for 
its cotton at reduced rates, but for its undeveloped r esource of lime, 
lumber, and cement. which it now holds locked up in inexhaustible 
quantities-commodities which the world need , but which can not be 
marketed for lack of cheap and certain transportation. 

c. A. JOJIXS'I.'OX, 
1•1. ll. RHERMAN, 
.TOH::-1 P. MAYO, 
P . w. I\IAER, 
I. H. SYKJ;s, 
'VALTER Wl~AYER, : 

Committee. 

The CHAIRi\lAN. How much time does the gentleman from 
Tennessee wi h? 

.Mr. GARRETT. I think fifteen minutes TI"ill do. 
The CHA.IRUA..l~. The gentleman is recognized for fifteen 

minutes. 
Mr. GARRETT. 1\lr. Chairman, if the ancient mound build­

er had exercised their actir-ities along the banks of the )li -
si~ ippi Rir-er from the mouth of the Ohio doTI"n to the Gulf of 
)lexico and liad ·piled as much earth along that stream as they 
did in r-arious ot11er sections of the e United States, the pre ent 
age TI"Ould be under muc~ greater obligations to them than it 
usually confesses itself to be; the mystery of why they did it 
would not be so perplexing, and perhaps the keen desire to 
know who they were Yrould permeate the breasts of others be­
sides archreologists and ethnologists. Since, ho·we\er, those 
:;mcient denizens of this fair domain fail d to . eize that oppor­
tunity for making later peoples their debtors, it llas been left to 
a more modern and, it is hoped, a more hi toric race t() per­
form a work which bas about it equally us much of "tllat 
poetic mi t which hrouds the mound cattered by the ancients 
in Ohio r-alleys" as baT"e they and in addition thereto· ha a 
practical, materialistic phase TI"hich, if po ses ed by the hillock 
constructed by those mysterious people of the past, i shrouded 
in a fog much denser than the poetic cloud . The levees and 
improT"ements of the :Mississippi River are poetically material­
istic . or materialistically poetic, ju. t us your paradox hunter 
may choose, but the material aspect is probably most interesting 
to most .people. 

The CQllstruction of lev:ees along the Mississippi RiYer for pro­
tection against high waters bas been under way for nearly or 
quite tTI"o-thirds of a century. In parts of Louisiana it may 
have begun farther back than that. The early work TI"as cai:­
ried on wholly by the States or communities bordering on the 
sh·eam, the money for the purpose being raised in different 
ways. A good many thousands of good dollars ha\e been ex­
pended on projects which ubsequently had to be abandoned ou 
account of the shifting of the current or channel, but usually 
e\en the temporary protection afforued has more than repaid 
all such expenditures. 

It was net until after 1879 that the Federal Government be­
gan to lend aid to the work-in fact, but little aid for protectiYe 
purposes was given until after 1890. The Genera l Government 
began the work for the purpose of impror-ing the nar-igation of 
the stream, the theory being advanced that by the con ·truction 
of levees, wing dams, and jetties, o as to giye direction to 
the current and restrain the TI"ater in times of flood within a 
narrow , pace, the additional force otven by the weight of the 
waters would scour the channel and preT"ent the formation of 
bars by the deposit of sediment. This theory had been suc­
('e fully applied by Capt. James B. Eads i~ o·pening and keep­
ing open a deep channel through the South Pass of the l\li is­
sipvi River from the head of that pass to the Gulf. This <.li -
tinguisbed engineer, born in Indiana in 1820, became a clerk 
on a steamboat running on the nii i sippi Hiver in 183!J. For 
many years he studied engineering problems, I articularly tho e 
relating to navigation on that rir-er. 

From 18G7 to 1 74 be \YUS engaged in the onstruction of the 
great steel-arch bridge that bear his n~me which ·pan ·the 
rive1· at St. Louis. After successfully completing this magnifi­
cent structure be turned his attention to the matter of providing 
a ship channel from New Orleans to the Gulf . . This project was 
receir-ing the attention of the Federal Goverlllllent, and at the 
fir t se ion of the Forty-third Congress (in 1874) the appoint­
ment of a commission of engineers to make surveys and report 
a plan and probable cost of its con ummation was authorized. 
This report was made to the econd ses ion of that Con~res. ·. 
In the meantime Captain Ead had been tudying the problem 
for himself, and he appeared at this , ession and propo. ed to ac­
compli h the work for considerably le than the amount e. ti­
mated by the commission, and propo ed to do it at his own 
risk-that is. to receive no pay unle. s he succeeded. By act of 
March 3, 1875, his proposition was accepted, and he wa author-
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ized to proceed. Thi he did, and sueeeeded to the fuH extent of 
his e-xpedatfons, It was the crowning engineering feat of his 
life-one of the greatest o.f the century. His success in that un­
dertaking led to the question being propounded, Why could the 
theory not be uccess:fully applied to tbe-entire l'iver? Captain 
Eads declared that it could. This opinion, coming from one who 
bad o abundantly pl"D\en his faith by his works, naturnlly had 
great weight, sufficient, in fact, to determine Congress to under­
take it. The first step taken "\Vns the creation of a perillltllent 
commission, to be known as the" Mississippi River Commissiou," 
this being done by act of June 18, 1879. It consists of se\en 
members, "three of whom shall be selected from the Engineer 
Corps · of the Army, one fl'Om the Coast and Geodetic Suryey, 
and three from civil life, two of whom shall be civil engineers." 

It was made ill.e duty of the Commission in the act creat­
ing it-

To talte into eorurlderation and mature such plan or plans and esti­
mates as will correct, permanently locate, and deepen the channel and 
protect the banks of the Mississippi River ; improve and give safety 
and ease to the navigation thereof; prevent destructive floods ; promot~ 
and facilitate commerce. trade, and the postal service. 

The actrial execution of the work has been provided for from 
ti.me to time in the bills making appropriations therefor. 

The bill €Fea:ting the Ccmm.is ion met with but slight o.ppDsi­
tion in Congxes , only eleven yotes being east against it in the 
llou e and four in the Senate. One of the advo::!ates of the bill 
in the llouse was. the Bon. James A. Garfield. !lis brief speec.h 
in support of it deserves to rank with any of his efforts for pure, 
ella te Engli D. and eloquent phrase. He pointed out the fact 
that it was to secure control of the l\Iississippi River that Jef­
ferson strained llis conceptions of the Constitution to purchase 
Louisiana from Ftance and stated that if there had been no 
other reason for the Northern Army doing battle against the 
Soutllern Confederacy the importance of having freedom of 
navigation over the Iowey 1\Iississippi River would have com­
pe~Ied them. to it. One paragraph of the sprecb is as follows : 

I believe that one of the grandest of our national interests-one that 
ia. national in the largest material sense of tfiat \Vord-is the Missis­
sippi River and its navigable tributaries. It is the most gigantic 
single natural feature of our continent, :fa.r transcending the glory of 
the ancient Nile or of any river on the earth. The state8manship 
of America must grapple the problem of "this mighty stream. It is 
too vast for any State to handle; too much for any authority less 
than the nation itself to manage. And I believe the time wil-l come 
when the liberal minded statesmanship of this country will devise a 
wise and comprehensive system that will harness the powers of this 
great river to the material interests of America, so that not only 5.11 
the people who live on . its banks and the banks of its eonfiuents, but. 
all the citizens of the Re-puhlic, whether dwellers in the central valley 
OI' on the slope of either ocean, will recognize the importance of pre· 
serving and perfecting this great natural bond of national union be­
tween the N~rth and South-a bond to be so su·eng.thened by com­
merce and intercourse that it can never be severed. 

It should be borne in mind that prior to this time, with the 
excention. of the work of Captain Eads, practically nothing had 
been done by the Federal Government for the improvement of 
the Mississippi River, particularly what is called " the lower 
ri•er;" that is, from the month of the Ohio down. 

Proceeding on the Buds theory two levees · were constructed. 
One was in Lauderdale County, Tenn., known as the "Plum 

·Point reach Ie\ee," extending from th-e town of Ash port to 
near Old F-ort Pillow, famed in the war ef secession as the 
scene of many military exploits, chief of which was its capture 
by the Confederate General Forre t with his cavalry in 1864. 
The other was the Lake Providence reach levee, above Vicks­
burg, in ~lississippi. The results obtained from these were en­
tire~y satisfactory to the Commission, but about the time of 
their completion an e\errt occurred which put an end to general 
levee construction for keeping channels open. This was the in­
vention of tbe hydraulic dredge, which first proved its efficiency 
in the harbor at San Francisco. After experiments had demon­
strated the ut"ility of this methQd, the Commission, acting under 
authority given by Congress, had a number of these modern 
dredge boats constructed, and they have since been utili?ed, 
le•ees being constructed merely to preserve the banks and revet­
ment and riprap work to prevent caving. 

In the meantime sentim·ent had been growing for participa­
tion by the Federal Government in levee construction for the 
protection of lands from floods or overflow. · It was insisted 
that the rive1· belonged to the Government, was wholly subject 
to its control, and that the Government might very properly keep 
its property off that of the people. This sentiment received the 
indorsement of Congress, and since 1890 allotments have been 
made by the Commission, subject to approval by the Chief of 
Engineers of the War Department, . to local levee boards. No 
appropriation for specific projects are made by Congress (ex­
c_ept occasionally a suney is specifically ordered), but a lump 

. sum is appropriated and turned over to the Commi sion for 
allotment. Tbe usual amount for several years past bas been 
$2,000,000 per annum, of. which ordinarily one million has been· 
devoted ro channel wo.rk and one million to pro.tective leT"ees 

·The Commission has permanent headquarters at St. Louis, 
1\Io., and ustul.lly two inspection trips. are made each year from 
that point to New Orleans---one in the sprillg and one in tlie 
fall. Notice of . these trips is sent out in advrrnce to officials of 
the State or local levee boards, and these officials meet the Com­
mission at various points alo-ng the river and present their 
claims for allotments:. The basis of these allotments, to quDte 
the statement of O>L. 0~ H.. Ernst, president of the Commission, 
is ~·their (that is, the local le\ee projects) needs largely, and a 
little bit according to their desire to help." The Commission 
has never initiated any protective levee. State or local boards 
must first take up the matter and begin the work, and the 
Commission, if it deems it "\Yot·thy,.. will th.e.n give. n..i.d.. 

. For convenience in administration the ri\er is divided by the 
Commi sion into four engineer districts. These divisions are 
with reference to the channel work. For the protective levy 
work the engineer districts are subdiyided into levee districts-, 
and in ietting contracts for construction the~e latter are further 
subdivided into sections. All United States levee. work is under 
the general control of the engineer in charge of the engineer 
district in which located. The grade of the levees varies · accord­
ing . to the topography and drainage of the sections they are de­
signed to proteet. The Mississippi River Commission grade is 2 
feet above the highest water mal:'lt, with a base three times the 
width of the crown, technically called a slope. of 3 on 1. In the 
system as outlined and projec-ted to the clo e of the fiscal year, 
June 30, 1906, there were included 1,510t miles of levee. When 
completed tfiis · system wi,JJ contain 277,271.,250 cubic yards of 
earth. Up to May 1., W06, 205,877,020 cubic yards had been 
placed. Of these probably about 60 per cent was placed by local 
boards-in some districts more and in others much less. On 
1\fay 31, 1906, contracts had been let by various local boards for 
the placing of 3,698,238 cubic yards and by the United States 
4,000,219 cubic yards, a total of 7,6!)8,457 cubic yards. Much of 
this bas been since completed, but exact figures are not. avail~ 
able. The year 1905-6 was exceedingly unfavorable to leyee 
construction by reason of the excessive rainfall and the quar:. 
antine during the yellow-fever epidemic, but little more than a 
third as much being built in that year as in 1904-5. The aver­
age cost of constructi-on is 17 cents per cubic yard, the work 
being let by contract. 

The total-amount expended on levees by the Federal Govern­
ment below Cairo from July 1, 1879, when the Commission be­

. gan its work, to July 1, 1906, is $20,612,317.06. This includes 
the expenditures for the early leyees designed for navigation 
rather than protective purposes. The area of country protected 
by this system is approximately 27,000 square miles, or about 
117,000,000 acres. The soil of the protected area is alluvial and 
very producti\e. Its actual yalue. now is from thirty to sixty 
doll:rrs per acre, and with the completion of the system it will 
be still further enhan~ed. Of course, large portions of these 
lands were in cultivation before levees were constructed, but 
practically all of them were subject to overflow, and millions of 
acres were wholly untilluble. One of the largest and probably 
richest sections redeemed by the work · is that of the St. Francis 
Ri\er Basin in Miswuri and Arkansas, about 4,200 square miles, 
or more than two and one-half million acres. Very little of this 
was tillable prior to the levee work. · It was swampy, marshy, 
and subject to overflow for 50 miles inland. With the eonstruc­
tion of the levees, the basin has become a theater of bustling 
activity. Valuable ·umber in almost unheard-of quantities was 
rendered attainable and the exceeding fertility of the soil ha.s 
made it one of the most yaluable. agricultural sections in the 
world. 

So far only the longer stretches-that is, the larger basins and 
those which could be most easily cared for-have been leveed. 
Sectio.ns fill~d with tributary rivers and creeks present an. ex­
ceedingly difficult engineering problem-one that at many places 
can doubtless be solved only by eonstructing wing or lateral 
dikes along such tributaries. The expense of this will be yery 
great, of course, and. that woi.:k will hardly be undertaken until 
the increase of population is such as. to render tlle land abso­
lutely necessary. There has been more or less agitation during 
the past ~ew years of the matt~r of the Federal Government 
taking entire control of the· leyee systems and keeping it in re­
pair. This may be some time done, but it is not at an probable 
until the system shall have been completed, if then. [Applause. I 

The following tabulated statements, made up from various 
reports of the Mississippi River Commission, may be of interest 
to those who desire detailed information.: 
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Mississippl Ri'l/er Commission district. 

Levee district. State. Bank. 

Upper t. Francis ............ :Missouri.................. Wet ..•. 
Reelfoot ....... . .............. Kentucky and Tennessee. East ... . 
Lower t. Francis............ Arkan as ................. West. .. . 

~~ie Af.~~.::::::::::::::::: ~;r.~~Jf~_::::::::::::::: ~ae~tt:::: 
Imrer Yazoo ................ . Mississippi ........••...•. East ... . 
UpperTensas .... . .. .. ........ Arkansas ................. West ... . 
Lower Tensas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arkansas and Louisiana ..... do ... . 
Atchafalaya . ................. Louisiana ................... do ... . 
Lafourche ........................ do ........................ do ... . 
Barataria ......................... do ........ :.: ............. do· ... . 
Ponchartrain ... .... .............. do . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . East ... . 
Lake Borgne ................. 

1 

•... do .... , ..... . ............. do ... . 

State and local districts. 

District. State. Bank. 

Miles below 
Cairo. 

o to 70 
36 to 60 
79 to 298 

244 to 365 
306 to 385 
365 to 592 
402 to 606 
764 to 885 
764 to 885 
885 to 960 
980 to 1, 048 
835 to 956 
868 to 1,047 

Miles below 
Cairo. 

--------------------l--------------------------1-----------
Levee district No.1......... Mi ouri. ................. West.. .. 
Reelfoot.................... Kentucky and Tenne ·ee . East ... . 
St. Francis, of Missouri..... Missouri. ........ . ........ West ... . 
St. Francis, of Arkansas.... Arkansas ................ . .... do . : . 
Yazoo-)lississippi delta..... :Mississippi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . East ... . 
Cotton Belt . . ..... . .. .. .... . Arkansas ................. West ... . 
Laconia ......................... do ........................ do .. . 
1\Us issippi. ................ : Mi ·issippi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . East ... . 
Red Fork ............... .... Arkansas ................. West ... . 
Desha ........................... do ....... .. ............... do .. . 
Chicot ........................... do ........................ do: .. 
Tenffi.Q ...................... Louisiana................ (a) 
Fifth Louisiana ................. do . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . West ... . 

~}~~~~~ ~: ~ ~::::::~:::: I : ::: :~g :::::::::::::::::::: . ~~::::: 
Orlean> ......... .. ............... do .................... Both ... . 
Lake Borgne . . . ........ ... ...... do ..... ....... .. .. ... . East ... . 
Grand Prairie ................... do ...... . ..... ............ do .. . 
Buras ............................ do .................... " ' est ... . 

aXo front on ri\er. bOn "·e. t. cOn east. 

0 to 45 
37 to 58 
79 to 128 

128 to 29 
243 to 36."i 
306 to 335 
335 to 385 
365 to 580 
402 to 427 
427 to 442 
442 to 520 

520 to 764 
765 to S86 
&14 to 960 
962 to 982 

{
b968 to 982 
c 960 to 972 

972 to 1,019 
1, 019 to 1, 052 
1, 020 to 1, 053 

Tile following table silows tile number of miles in eacil ~Iissis­
sippi Ri...-er Comrni sian district, the square miles protected, con­
t nts :;)Jay 1, 1D06, aDd estimated fina l contents : 

Di trict. 
_l\Iil:s Area pro- Content , F. timated 
1~e~~- tccted . :May1,1906. ~!.~~~n- State. 

-----------------l------------l---------1--------l------------

pper St. Franci ..... . 
Reelfoot .............. . 

Lower t. Franci ..... . 
ppcr Yazoo .......... . 

\Ybitc'Rh-cr .......... . 
J..ower Yazoo ......... . 
Upper Ten. a . ......... . 
Lower Ten. as ......... . 

58.00 
20.00 

210.00 
121.00 

7-1.00 
188.60 
190.20 
142.76 

Atcba[a.layn, ...... ... .. 128.46 
ronch r train .......... 125.64 
Lafourche............. S2.16 
Lake Borgne........ .. . 77.07 
Barataria.............. 71.88 

Sq. miles. Cubicyards. CubiC?Jards. 
700 ] , 21 '411 5, 46:l, 548 
318 1, 068, 761 2, 305, 414 

24,497,681 
27,668,531 
16,638,218 
51,486,093 
4 '998, 306 
31,870,733 

25, 7'1:2, 737 
21,709, 0'24 
11,404,596 
5,124,973 
4,382,396 

Missouri. 
Kentucky and 

Tenne!' ee. 
Arkansas. 
l\li. issippi. 
Arkau_as. 
l\1issis ippi. 
Arkansas. 
Arkansas and 

Louisiana. 
Louisiana. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

.:Mr. BUH.TO~ of Ohio. lUr. Chairman, I mo...-e tilat the 
collllllittee do now rise. 

The motion was agi·eed to. 
Tile committee a· ordingly ro e; and the Speaker ha1ing re­

sumed tile cilair, Mr. C ImlER, Cilairman of the 'ommittee of 
the Whole House on the tate of the Union, reported that that 
committee had · had under con idetation the bill H. R. 24DD1, 
the ri1er and harbor appropriation bill, and had come to no 
re olution thereon. 

WO::U_.A.N AND CHILD LABOR. 

Mr. TA. "-~EY. 1\Ir. Speaker, I am directed by the Com­
mittee on Appt;opriations to submit the following resolution 
and ask for its pre. ent consiLleration. 

Tile SPB.\KEH. The gentleman from Minnesota, by direc­
tion of tile omrnittee on Appropriations, submits the following 
resolutioD. witil a request for its present consideration. The 
'lerk will report the re olution. 

Tile lerk read as follows : 
Whereas Congt·ess llas pa ed an act "To authorize the Secretary 

of Commerce and Labot· to investigate and report upon the industrial, 
socia l, moral. educationa), and physical condition of women and chil-
dt·en in the 'United States;" and . 

""hereas Congre s is called upon to appropriate money to carry out 
said act ; and 

Whet·eas bills are pendin~ in the Congress having for their object 
tbe regulation and control of the employment of children in factories 
an<l mines and to pre\ent abuses therein; and 

'Vhercas in appropriating money to execute the act aforesr.id and 

in consideration of the aforesaid biLls it is important ·that the House 
be fully advised as to the jurisdiction of Congress over the subject 
of woman and child labor, and to what extent Congress has power 
to enact such legislation as would tend to do away with tile abuses 
thereof a nd to ameliorate the condition of women and child laborers: 
Therefore, be it 

Resol·vecl, That the Judiciary Committee be, and it is het·cby,. di· 
rected to immediately investigate and report to the House at this 
session the extent of the jmisdiction and authority of Congress over 
the subject of woman and child labor, and to what extent and by what 
means Congress has authority to suppress abuses of such labot· or to 
ameliorate conditions surrounding the employment of such laborers. 

The SPEAKElt. Is tllere objection? 
There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 

FREE ALCOHOL. 

1\lr. HILL of Connecticut. 1\lr. Speaker, I ask tilat there may 
be a reprint of tbe report on House bill 24816, witb reference to 
free alcohoL 

The SPEAKER. Is tilere objection to tbe request of the gen­
tleman from Connecticut?. 

Tilere was no objection. 
U~ITED STATES COURTS, MIDDLE DISTRICT OF TE~NESSEE. 

1\lr. l\IOON of Tennessee. l\Ir. Speaker, I ask unanimou Oil· 
sent for the pre ent consideration of the bill (H. R. 2u03-±) to 
cilange tile time of boWing circuit aud district courts of tile 
United States ·for the milllllc district of Tennessee. 

Tile bill was read, as follow·s : 
Be it enacted, etc., That the term of the circuit and district courts of 

the United States for the middle district of Tennessee, held at Nashville, 
shall commence on the first ~londay in April each year instead of the 
third 1\londay in April, as now provided by law. 

1\lr. J\IOON of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I offer an amendment 
to the bill. 

Tile SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows : 
SEC. 2. That the terms of the circuit and district courts of the United 

States for the eastern di trict of Tennessee, held at Chattanooga, shall 
commence on the first Monday in l\lay of each year instead of the first 
l\londay in April, as now provided by law. 

Tile SPEAKER. I s there objection? 
Tilerc was no objection. 
The amemlment was agreed to. 
Tile bill as illllende<l was ordered to be engrossed aDd read a 

tiliru time; and was accordingly read tile tilinl time, and passed. 
E~ROLLED BILLS PRESENTED TO TIIE PRESIDENT FOR HIS APPROVAL. 

l\lr. " "" ACHTER, from tile Committee on Enrolled Bills, re-
ported tlmt this <.lay they had pre ented to the President of the 
t:nitell States, for his appro1al, tile follovdng bills: 

II. H. 1185. An act granting a pension to Jo iah C. Hancock; 
H. R. 7211 . .An act granting a pen ion to James C. Soutiler-

lantl ; 
II. n. 7531 . .An act granting a pension to Daniel Robb; 
H. R. 8732 . .An act grantino- a pension to Ellen S. Gifford; 
Il. H. DlOO. A.n act granting a pension to Nancy C. Paine; 
Il. H. D113 . .An act granting a pell. ion to Elizabeth leayer; 
Il. n. D673 . .An act granting a peusion to Oliyer H. Griflin; 
II. R. DD::!1. An act granting a pension to Ann Lytle; 
H. R. 10760. An act granting a pen ion to Libbie A.. :;)Jerrill ; 
II. R. 10201. An act granting a pension to Sarah A. Jone ; 
II. n. 1388-!. An act grantjng a pen ion to Helen Augu ta ~Ia~ 

, on Boynton ; 
H. n. 14046. An act granting a pension to Jimi on F. keens; 
H. R. 14263 . .An act granting a pension to Fidelia Seller ; 
H. R. 15202. An act granting a pension to Henry Peetscil ; 
II. n. 15630 . .An act granting a pension to Sarail Kizer; 
H. R. 16002. An act granting a pension to Tileollore T. Bruce; 
H. n. 17988: .An act granting a pension to Ed,yard G. Hausen; 
H. R. 18701. An act granting a pension to l\Iichael Boca. key ; 
H. R. 19-±90 . .An act granting a pension to Estelle I. Reed ; 
H. R. 20292 . .An act granting a pension to Howard William 

Archer; 
H. n. 20327. An act granting a pension to Elizabetil A.. 

Downie; · 
H. H. 20725. An act granting a pension to Hope Martin; 
H. n. 637. An act granting an increase of pen ion to ""illiam 

H. Boll(~ ; . 
II. n. GIG. A.n act granting an increase of pension to Musgroye 

E. O'Connor ; 
II. R. 725. An act granting an increa e of pension to George 

E. Smith· 
H. H. 7-!2. An act granting all increa e of !)elision to James 

WiDter teen; 
H. R. 114-!. An act granting an increase of pens ion to FraDklin 

McFalls; 
IT. H. 1150. An act granting an increase of pension to Emma 

J , Turner; 
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H. R. 1252. An act granting an increase of pension to .Mary E. 

Mathes; 
H. R. 1337. An. act granting an increase of pen ·ion to James 

B. E--mns; 
H. R. 1512. An 'act granting an increase of pen ion to :;\Ielyin 

T. Edmonds ; 
H. R. 16!):3. An act granting an increase of pension to Joseph 

Q. Oviatt; 
H. R. 1717. An act granting an increase _of pension to George 

l\I. Fowler; 
II. R. 1723. An act granting an increase of 11ension to Rutson 

J. Bullock; 
H. R. 1937. An act granting an increase of pen ion to Joseph 

B. Williams ; · 
H. R. 2055. An act granting an increa ·e of 11ension to Joanna 

L. Cox; 
H. n. 2056. An act granting an increase of pension to Lucas 

Longendycke ; 
H. R. 2175. An act granting an increase of pension to James 

,V. Bliss, alias James Warren; 
H. R. 2286. An act granting an increase of pension to Jacob 

.Miller; 
H. R. 239!.>. An act grantin<>' an increase of pension to Charles 

F. Sancrainte ; 
H. R. 2421. An act granting an increase of pension to Daniel 

S. 1\Ievis; 
II. R. 272G. An act granting an increase of pension to John C. 

Keach; 
II. R. 273-!. An act granting an increase of pension to George 

L. Robinson; 
H. R. 2769. An act granting an increase of pension to Ethan 

A. Valentine; 
H. R. 2793. An act granting an increa e of pension to Nathan 

D. Chapman; 
H. R. 2826. An act granting an increa. e of pen. ion to Samuel 

l'rocbel; 
H. R. 3226. Au act granting an increase of pension to John E. 

Leaby; 
H. R. 37-!0. An act granting an increase of pension to ·John 

G. H. Armistead ; 
H. R. 3!) ~9. An act g~·anting an increase of pension to Hiram 

T. Hougbton ; 
H. R. 4149. An act granting an increase of pension to Thomp­

·on Wall; 
H. R. 4151 .• '\.n act . granting an increase of pension to John 

,V. Hol•.-ard ; 
H. R. 4166. An act granting an increase of pension to Jobn 

G. V. Herndon; 
H. n. 4346. An act granting an increase of pension to Tllomas 

H. B. Scllooling; 
H. n. 43u1. An act granting an increase of pen ion to George 

A. Johnson; 
H. R. 4670. 

B. Tanner ; 
An act granting an increase of pension to Edward 

H. R. 4673. An act granting an increase of pension to Samuel 
Rowe; 

H. U. 46!.>2. An act granting an increase of pension to LeYi 
"\"\reich; . 

H. R. 4719. An act granting an increase of pension to ~fary J. 
Trumbull; 

H. R. 4 33. An act granting an increase of pension to Samuel 
F. Anderson; 

H. R. 5063. An act granting an increase of pension to William 
G. l\Iiller; 

H. R. 5172. An act granting an increase of pension to :Milton 
Stratton; 

H. R. 5173. An act granting an increase of pension to J acob 
Henninger ; 

II. R. 5174. An act granting an increase of pension to Pah·ick 
Turney; 

H. R. 5187. An act granting an increase of pension to Robert 
John; 

H. R.. 5200. An act granting an increase of pension to John F. 
l\IcBride; 

H. R. 5209. · An act granting an increase of pension to Edward 
R. Dunbar; 

H. R. 5595. 
Brown; 

An act gran~ing an increase of pension to Elisha 

H. R. 5648. An act granting an increase of pension to William 
Hand; 

II. R. 5729. An act granting an increase of pension to Norman 
H. Cole; 

II. R. 5776. An act granting an increase of pension to Priscilla 
A. Campbell ; 

H. R. 5801. An act granting an incr~ase of pension to Algernon 
E. Castner; 

H. R. 5803. An act granting an increase of pen~ion to Edwin 
L. Roberts; 

H. R. 5829. An act granting an increase of pension to George 
Anderson; 

H. R. 6057: An act granting an increase· of pension to Emery 
Crawford; 

H. R. GOGO. An act granting an increase of pension to Lorenzo 
B. Fisb; 

H. R. 6088. An 
R. Chapman; 

act granting an increa e of pension to James 

act granting an increase of pension to Parris H. R. Gl-!5. An 
J. Latham; 

H. R. 616{). 
En•rson; 

An act granting an inc~ea e of pension _ to Kelson 

H. R. 6189 .. An act granting an increase of pension to Artbur 
Tibbitts; 

H. R. 6424. An act granting an increa>:e of pension to George 
Price· 

H. 1{. 6403. An act granting an increase of pension to Eli 
Boynton; 

H. R. 6519. An act granting an increase of pension to Samuel 
W. Wllybark; · 

H. R. G524, An act granting an increa;oe of pension to Amo~ 
Snvder · 

H. R. '6537. An act granting an increase of pension to William 
Jackson; 

II. R. G705. An act granting an increase of pension to William 
II. Zachery ; 

H. R. 68!.>4. An act granting an increase of pension to Daniel 
0. Corbin; 

H. R. 6920. An act granting an increase of pension to Simon 
l\Iillison; 

H. R. 7247. An act granting a11; increase of pension to Lorenzo 
Sink; 

H. R. 7378. An act granting an increase of pension ·to John L. 
Brown; 

H. R. 7393. An act granting an increase of pension to Ferdi­
nand David; 

H. R. 7411. An act granting ·rul increase of pension to Tobhis 
Fisber; 

H. R. 7417. An act granting an increase of pension to Gi~son 
Helms; 

H. R. 7544. An act granting an increase of pension to Gus­
taYus F. E. Raschig; 

H. R. 7555. An act granting an increase of pension to Job~1 S. 
Roseberry; 

H. R. 7581. An act granting an increase of pension to Emile· 
Cloe; 

H. R. 7666. An act granting an increase of pen ion to Joseph 
C. l\I~haffey ; 

H. R. 7804. An act granting an increase of pension to John 
Frett, jr.; 

H. R. 7834. An act granting an increase of pension to Joseph 
Amos; 

H. R. 7!.>12. An act granting an incre::rse of pension to James 
U. Lawder; 

H. R. 8136. An act granting an increase of pension to Joseph 
A .. Scroggs; 

H. R. 8159. An act granting an increase of pension to Charles 
Leathers; 

H. R. 8247. An act granting an increase of pension to Sarah J. 
Littleton; 

H. R. 8312. An act granting an. increase of pension to Abram 
Sours; 

H. R. 8335. An act granting an increase of pension to J olln T. 
Haryey; 

H. R. 8338. An act granting an increase of pension to Isaac S. 
Doan; 

H. R. 8373. An act granting an increase of pension to Patrick 
Weir; 

H. n. 8553. An act granting an increase of pension to Thomas 
E. Aylsworth; 

H. R. 8667. An act granting an increase of pension to Andrew 
' Larick; 

H. R. 8668. An act granting an increase of pension to Steplwn 
H. Rogers; 

H. R. 8683. 
D. Voris; 

An act granting a~ increa~:;e of pension to William 

H. R. 8915. An act granting an increase of pension to Susan 
Woolley; 

H. R. 8925. An act granting an increase of pension to Chester 
Simpson; 
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ELR. 8058 . .An act grunting- ·an increase- of pension to ~avid 
Bowen; 

H. R. 0024.. An act granting an increase of pension to Lewis 
Lennox; 

H . R. 0090. An a:d granting an increa.se of pe.nsio:a to- Amasa 
B. Saxton; 

H. R..!>-218 .. .An: act granting an increase of pension to William 
T. Blanchard; 

H. R.. 9250 .. An act granting an increase of pension to Obediah 
B. Nations; 

H. R. !>27.8. An act granting an increase of. pension to Melville 
A. Nichols; 

H. R. 9402. An act granting aa increase of penE1ion to Adam S. 
Van Vor t; 

H. R. 940~ .An act granting an. increase of pension to Kate E. 
Hanna; and 

El. R. 9 16 . .An act granting an. ilicrease of pen-sion· to Charles 
A. Spanogle, alias Andrew C. Spanogle. 

FORT BERTHOLD MIL!TARY RESERVATION, N. DAK. 

Mr. GRONNA. Mr. Speaker, I ask' unanimous-consent for the 
present consideration of the bill (II. R. 24473) to define the 
status of certai:a patents and pending entries, selections, and 
filings on lands formerly within the Fort Berthold Indian Res­
ervation in North Dakota. 

The bill was read, as follows : 
Be it enac"tetl, etc., Tbat all patents heretofo-re issued on entries and 

selections made without fraud under any of the laws providing · for 
dispo aJ. of. the public lands on lands formerly within the Fort Berthold 
Indian Reservntion, in North Dakota, which were opened to settlement 
by the President's proclamation dated May 20, 1891, pursuant to the 
provisions of an a.et entitled "An. a.ct making appropriations for the 
current and · contingent expenses or· tlie Indian Department and ful- . 
filling treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes for the year end­
fng June 30, ·1802, and :for other purpGses," appcove·d March 3, 1 91, 
shall have the same effect, and all pending entries, selections, or filings 
embracing such lands made prior to December 1, 1906, shall be dis­
posed of in the same manner and under the same restrictions and limi­
tations, us if the lands included in such patents, entries, selections, or 
filings had been subject to disposition under the general provisions of 
the public-land laws .. 

The- SPEAKER. Is there objection'? 
1\Ir. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, reserving the rignt to object, I 

should like to have an explanation of this. 
Mr. GRONNA. 1\fr. Speaker, this bill was introduced at the~ 

request of the Department. 'l'he Fort Berthold Reservation 
was opened under the act of March 3, 1891, by a proclamation 
made by President Harrison on the. 20th of :1\Iay, the same year. 
The provisions of· that law are these: The lands in question 
were open to settlement and entry under the homestead laws 
only · that when commutations are made under the homestead 
"laws' the price of $1.50 per acre should be paid~ . At this time 
the lands were unsurveyed, but after the surveys were made 
and approved, when tpe tra.et books were opened for recording, 
no notations were made by the Department, and they fa.i1ed to 
instruct the local land office that $1.50 per acre shoufd be paid 
in tead of the price of $1.25 an acre under tile general law. 
Now, they have been permitted to go on, and a number of proofs 
have been made and in many cases patents issued, and a great 
many entries and :Qaten.ts axe suspended, and this bill is sim­
ply to correct the mistake made by the Department. 

Mr. PAYNE. It is to. allow the. paten.ts to issue at $1.25 per 
-acre instead of $!.50 per acre'? 

Mr. GRONNA. Yes~ 
1\lr. PAYNE. Is it recommended· by the Secretary of the ill-

ttrior and the Land Offi.ce.'?. 
1\lr. GRONNA. Yes. 
Mr. PAYNE.. Is it a unanimous. report of the committee? 

. Mr. GRONNA. It is a unanimous report of the committee, 
and we have letters from the· Seeretary of the Interior and the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office recommending it. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a. third time, 
was read the third time, and passed. 
_ On motion of Mr. G&ONNA, a tnGtion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 

LORENZO F. HARMON. 

The SPEAKER. la.id before the Rouse the following Senate 
concurrent resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows :, 
Senate concurrent resolution No. 45. 

Resolved~ by the Senate. (the Hous-e of Rept·esentatives co1t-ettrring), 
That the President be requested to return the bill (S. 1879) entitled 
"An a ct granting an -increase of pension to Lorenzo F. Harmon." 

The SPEAKER. Is there ol'>jection to the· present considera-
tion of the concurrent resolution'? · 

There was no ob~ction. 
Tb~ Senate concurrent resolution was agreed to. 

LEAVE OF .ARSENCE. 

Mr.- KLINE, by unanimous consent, obtained leave of absence 
for four days on account of imporfant bu ines . 

Mr. BURTON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I move that the Elo-use 
do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to~ accordingly (at 5 o'clock and 12 
minutes p. m .) the House adjourned. 

EXECUT;IVE CO~fiiDNICATIONS. 
Under clause- 2 of Rule XXIV, the following exeeuti>e com­

munications were taken from the Speaker's table and referred 
as foU.ows : 

A letter from the >ice-president of the Geo1.getown. and 
Temmllytown Railway Company, transmitting the report for the 
year ended December 31, 1906-to the Committee on the District 
of. Columbia:, and <rrdered to· be printed. 

A letter from the vice-president of the Anacostia and Potomac 
River Railroad Company, transmitting the report for th.e year 
ended December 31, 1906-to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the vice-president of the City and Suburban 
Rai1way of Washington, tt::msmitting the report for the ~-ear 
ended December 31, 1906-to the C{)mmittee on the District of 
Colmnbia, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the vice-president of the BrightWood Railway 
Company, transmitting the repOl.·t for the year ended December 
31, 1906-to the Committee on the District of Columbia, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the vice-president of the Washington Railway 
and Electric Company, transmi±.ting the report for the year 
ended December 31, 1906- to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, and ordered to be pl'inted .. 

A letter from the president of the East Washington Heights 
Traction Railway Cemp_any~ · tran mitting the· report for the year 
ended December 31, 1006--to the Committee on the Dish·ict of Co­
lumbia, and ordered to be printed~ 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims,. h·ans­
mitting a copy of the conclusions of fad and law in the French 
spoliation eases relating to the brig Sally, John V. Villett, IllilJS­
ter--to the· Co.mmi ttee on Claims,.. and ordered. to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting, with 
a copy of a letter· from th.e Commissioner of Patents, a_ copy of 
the decisions of the Commissioner and of United States courts 
in patent ea-ses for the ye-:ir 1906-to the Committee on Patents, 
and ordered to be printed. 

A letter: from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examinati-on of project 
for interior waterway from the Rio Grande to the Mississippi­
to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, and ordered to be 
printed, with illustrations. 

REPORTS OF COUMTTTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, bi:lls and resolution of the fol­
lowing titles were severally reported from committees, delivered 
to the Clerk, and referred to the several Calendars therein 
named) as follows : 

Ur. U.ANN, from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce, to which was referred the bill of the House (II. R. 
25242) to authorize additional aids to navigation in the Ligllt­
House Establi hment, and for other purposes, reported the same 
with amend'ment; accompanied by a report (No. 7111); which 
said bill and report were referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on tl'le state of the Union . 

Mr. POWERS, from the Committee on tbe Territories, to 
"1.1ich was referred the bill of the House· (H. R. 25184:) to re­
lieve the Tanana Mines Railroad in Alaska from taxation, re­
ported the same without runendment, accomp anied by -a report 
(No. 7112) ; which said bill and report were referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House -on the · state of the Union. 

Mr. FOSTER · of Indiana, from the Committee on the Judi­
cfary, to whicfi was referred the bill of" the House (H. R. 2404G) 
to incorporate the Hungarian Reformed Federation of Americn, 
re:ported the sam& with amendment, accompanied by a r eport 
(No~ 7105) ; which said bill and report were referred to the 
House Calendar: 

1\Ir. BRICK, from the Committee· on the Territories, to which 
was referred the bil1 of the House ( U. R. 25032 )' to amend an 
act entitled "An act for the -protection of game in Alaska, and 
for~ otherr purposes," approved J'une 7, 1002; reported the same 
without amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 710G-); 
whtch said bill andl report were referred to the House- Cafendar. 

Mr. STEVENS of Minneso~a, from the Committee on Inter--
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state and Foreign Commerce, to which was referred the bill of 
the Hou e (H. R. 24817) to amend an act entitled "An act per-

. mitting the building of a dam across the 1\lissi sippi River in 
the county of Morrison, State of .Minnesota," approved June 4, 
1006, reported the same without amendment, accompanied by a 
report (No. 7107) ; which said bill and report were referred to 
tile Hou e Calendar. 

~Ir. CUSHMAN, from tile Committee on Inter tate and For­
eign Commerce, to Yrllich was referred the bill of the House 
(II. R. 24928) authorizing the construction of a dam a eros· the 
Snake River, in tile t;:.te of \Vashington, by the Benton Water 

ompany, reported the arne with amendment, accompanied by a 
report (Ko. 7108) ; wllich said bill and report were referred to 
the House Calendar: 

1\lr. TEVENS of llfinne ota, from the Committee on Inter­
state and Foreign Commerce, to which was referred the bill of 
the House (II. R. 249 8) to authorize the Pike Rapids Power 
Company, a ~lin.ne ·ota corporation, its succes ors or a signs, to 
construct a dam aero s the Mississippi River in 1\Iorrison 
County, Minn., reported the same with amendment, accompanied 
by a report (No. 7109) ; which said bill and report were re­
ferred to the House Calendar. 

1.\Ir . .ADA.MSON, from the Committee on Interstate and For­
eign Commerce, to which 'vas referred the bill of the House 
(H. H. 25043) to authorize the Atlanta, Birmingham and At­
lantic Railroad Company · to construct a bridge across th~ Chat­
tahoocllee River in the State of Georgia, reported the same with­
out nmendruent, accompanied by a report (No. 7110) ; which 
aid bill and report were referred to tile House Calendar. 
.Mr. HIGGINS, from the Committee on the Territories, to 

which was referred the bill of the Hou e (H. R. 23720) to aid 
the Council ity and Solomon River Railroad Company, reported 
the same without amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 
7114) ; which aid bill and report were referred to the IIouse 
Calendar. -

1\Ir. BRANTLEY, from the Committee . on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred the bill of the Hou e (H. R. 16479) to make 
pirituous, - malt, vinou., and intoxicating liquors of all kind , 

in inter tate commerce,. a special class in such commerce, and 
to regulate in eertain cases tile transportation and sale thereof, 
reported tile same with amendment, accompanied by a report 
(No. 7115); whicll said ·bill and report were referred to the 
House alen<lar. . 

~lr. LOVERING, from the Committee on Interstate and For­
eign Commerce, to which was referred the resolution of the 
Hou. e (II. Res. 795) requesting the Secretary of Commerce and 
Labor to investigate the price of cotton, etc., reported the same 
with amemlment, accompanied by a report (No. 7116) ; which 
aid re olution and report were referred to the House Calendar. 

REPORTS OF C01\Il\IITTEES ON PitiV ATE BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 

Under clau e 2 of Rule XIII, private bill and resolution of 
tile following titles were severally I'eported from committees, 
deliy-ered to the Clerk, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole Hou e, ns follow : 

Ir. FULKERSON, from the Committee on War Claims, to 
wlrich was referred the bill of the House II. R. 11060, reported in 
lieu thereof a re olution (H. Res. 804) referring to the Court 
of Claims the papers in the case of Jacob C. Barkley, accom­
panied by a report (No. 7104) ; which said re olution and report 
were referred to the Private Calendar. 

Ir. BATES, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whicll 
was referred the bill of the Senate ( S. 5352) for the relief of 
William H. 0 enburg, reported the sp.me without amendment, ac­
companied by a report (No. 7113) ; which said bill and report 
were referred to the Priy-ate Calendar. 

PUBLIC BILLS, RESOLUTIONS, 'AND l\IEl\IORIALS 
IN'l'RODUCED. 

Un<ler clause 3 of Rule XXII, bill., and re olutions of the fol­
lowing titles were introduced and severally referred as follows : 

By Mr. PARSONS: A bill (H. R. 25290) for the relief of 
claimants who hay-e paid money into the United States Treasury 
under the compul ion of an unconstitutional statute-to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. · 

By 1\Ir. KINKAID: A bill (H. R. 2~291) pertaining to the 
public lands in Kebraska described and affected by an act ap­
pt'ove<.l April 28, 1904-to tile Committee on the Public Land .. 

By :Mr. NORRIS: A bill (H. R. 25292) to divide the judicial -
1 district of Nebraska into ·diy-i ion and to pi·ovi<le for an addi­
tional di trict judge in said district--:to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

1\Ir. TAYLOR of Ohio: A bill (H. R. 25293) to authorize the 
towns of Takoma, 1\Id., and Chevy Chase, ~!d., to conilect their · 
water · systems witll the water system of the Dish·ict of Co- · 
lumbia-to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By 1\lr. FULKERSON, from the Committee on War Claims: 
A resolution (H. Res. 804) referring to the Court of Claims the 
bill H. R. llOGO-to the Private Calendar. 

By 1\Ir. BURTON of Ohio: A resolution (H. Res. 805) to pay 
James H. Cassidy, clerk to the Committee on Rivers and Har­
bors, the sum of $1,000 as compen~ation for additional services 
rendered-to the Committee on Accounts. 

Also, a resolution (H. Res. 806) ·to pay Joseph II. 1\IcGann, 
assistant clerk to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, the 
sum of $600 as compensation for additional services rendered­
to the Committee on Accounts. 

PRIVATE BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS IKTRODUCED. 
Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, priy-ate bills and re olutions of 

the following titles were introduced and sey-erally referred as 
follows: . 

By .Mr. ANDREWS: A bill (H. R. 25294) granting an in­
crease of pension to Maria C. Lopez-to the Committee on Iny-a­
li<.l Pensions. 

By 1\lr. BELL of Georgia: A bill (H. R. 25295) granting an 
increase of pension to 1\Iary 1\I. EY"ans-to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

By Mr. BRANTLEY: A bill (H. R. 25296) granting a pension 
to Marcus A . . 1\Ioses-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By 1\fr. BURKE of South Dakota: A bill (H. R. 23297) grant­
ing an increase of pension to Samuel F. Janis-to the Commit­
tee on Invalid Pensions. 

By 1\Ir. FORDNEY: A bill (H. R. 25298) granting an increase 
of pension to Edgar Knapp-to the Committee on Invalid Pen­
sions. 

·By 1\Ir. FOSTER of Indiana: A bill (H. R. 25299) granting 
an increase of pension to David Whitter-to the Committee on 
lnY"alid Pensions. · 

Also, a bill (H. R. 25300) granting an increase of pension to 
Zachary J. Burns-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a. bill (H. R. 25301) granting an increase of pen. ion to 
Cornelius 1\IcGuire-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 25302) granting an increase of _pension to 
James F. Thurman-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By ~Ir. FOWLER: A bill (H. R. 25303) granting an increase 
of pension to Adeline Brown-to the Committee on Invalid Pen­
sions. 

By 1\Ir. FULKERSON: A bill (H. R. 25304) granting an in­
crease of pension to Chauncey H. Graves--:-to the Committee on 
llwalicl Pensions. 

By 1\Ir. IIAl\IILTON: A oill (H. R. 25305) granting an in­
crease of pension to Edgar A. Stey-ens-to the Committee on In­
valid Pensions. 

By 1\lr. HOUSTON: A bill (H. R. 25306) granting a pension 
to Paul Kerr-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

J3y ·Mr. HOWELL of New Jersey: A bill (H. R. 25307) grant­
ing a pension to Charles Van Allstrom-to the Committee on In­
valid Pensions. 

By 1\Ir. KINKAID : A bill (H. R. 25308) granting an increase 
of pension to George D. Williams-to the Committee on Iny-alid 
Pensions. 

By 1\Ir. LAl\IB: A bill (H. R. 25309) granting an increase of 
pension to Joseph Casavaw-to the Committee on Iny-alid Pen­
sions. 

By Mr. l\IINOR: A bill (H. R. 25310) granting a pen ion to 
1\Inrgret Harris-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. PEARRE : A bill (H . . R. 25311) for the relief of the 
Council of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, of Williamsport, 
1\Id.-to the Committee on Claims. 

By 1\Ir. SAl\IUEL: A bill (H. R. 23312) granting an increase 
of pension to l\Iinor Hartman-to the Committee on Iny-alid 
Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 25313) granting an increase of pen ion to 
William R. Johnson-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By 1\Ir. Sil\IS: A bill (H. R. 25314) for tile relief of James 
l\1. Sharp--to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. SMITH of California : A bill (H. R. 2531:5) to correct 
the military recocd of David Campbell-to the Committee on 
l\Iilitary .Affairs. . 

By l\lr. THOMAS of Ohio: A bill (H. R. 25316) granting an 
increase of pension to Richard W. Jones-to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

By ~Ir. VAl~ WINKLE: A bill (H. R. 25317) granting an in­
crease of pension to Susie F. lla.rri on-to the Committee on In­
valid Pensions. 
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By l\lr. WILEY of Alabama:. A bill (H. R. 25318) for there­
lief of John S. l\lay-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

CHANGE OF REFERE~CE. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XXII, committees were discharged 
from the cons idet•ation of bills of the following titles ; which 
were thereupon referred as follows : 

A bill (H. R. 12349) granting an increase of pension to Edgar 
l\1. Barber-Committee on Invalid Pensions discharged, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

A. bill (H. R. 23732) granting an increase· of pension to Ro­
sanna Kaogan-Committee on Im-alid Pensions discharged, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

A bill (H. R. 25288 ) granting an increase of pension to Minna 
Y. Field-Committee on Invalid Pensions discharged, and re· 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following petitions and papers 
- were laid on the Clerk's de k and referred a.s follows : 

By the SPEAKER: Petition of legislature of IlliiWis, for ap­
pro\al of War Department to act granting consent for the con­
struction of a bridge across Hamburg Bay, Calhoun County, 
III.-to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By l\lr. ACHESON : Petition of the American Protectiv-e Tariff 
League, for a dual tariff-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By l\Ir. BAKKHEAD : Paper to accompany bill for relief of 
John H. Cummins and Daniel CatToll-to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

By l\Ir. BARCIIFELD: Petitions of · citizens of Lyons, Iowa; 
Phila.delphia, Pa., and Pueblo, Colo., against bill S. 5221, to reg­
ulate the practice of osteopathy in the District . of Columbia-
to the Committee on the D_istrict of Columbia. · 
. By Mr. BINGHAM: Petition of the Grand Army A sociation 

of Philadelphia and Vicinity, against abolition of the pension 
offices-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By l\fr. BRANTLEY : Paper to accompany bill for relief of 
Marcus A. Mo":es-to the Committee on· Pensions. 

By l\lr: BURKE of South Dakota: Petition of citi~ens of 
South Dakota, for an amendment of the free-alcohol law-to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By 1\fr. BURTON of Delaware: Petition of railway telegraph 
operators, for an efght-hour law-to the Committee on Labor. 

By l\Ir. BUTLER of Pennsylvania: Paper to accompany bill 
for relief of John A. Torrell (previously referred to the Com­
mittee on Invalid Pen ions) -to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. CHANEY : Paper to accompany bill for relief of E. 
Ro s Smith-to the Committee on ·war Claims. · 

Also, petition of Fidelity Lodge, No. 109, Brotherhood of .Rail­
way Trainmen, for bill H. R. 9328 (the Gilbert anti-injunction 
bill)-to ·the Committee on the Judiciary. · 

AI o, petition of Fidelity Lodge, No. 109, Brotherhood of Rail­
way Firemen, of Logansport, Ind., for bill S. 5133-to tile Com-
mittee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. _ 

Also, petition of U. S. Grant Post, No. 72, Grand Army of the 
Republic, favoring restriction of immigration (S. 4403)-to the 
Committee on Immigration and Naturalization. 

Also, petition of the National German-American Alliance, 
against bill H. R. 13655 (the Littlefield bill for the I"egulation of 
commerce)-to the Committee on the Judiciary: 

By l\Ir. COOPER of Pennsylvania: Petition of the National 
German-American Alliance of the United States, against bill 
II. R. 1363- (tile 4ittlefield bill)-to the Committee on Inter­
state and Foreign Commerce. 

Also, petition of the .American Protectiv-e Tariff League, for a 
dual tariff-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. DAVEY of Louisiana: Petition of Crescent City 
Lodge, No. 399, Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen, of New 
Orleans, La., for billS. 5133 (the sixteen-hour bill)-to tbe Com­
mittee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By l\Ir. DRAPER: Petition of the American Protective Tariff 
League, for a dual tariff-to the Committee on Ways and 1\feans. _ 

Also, petition of the National German-American Alliance, 
against the enactment of bill H. R. 13055 (the Littlefield bill for 
the regulation of commerce)-to the Committee on the Judi~iary. 

By 1\fr. ESCH: Petition of the AmeriGan Protectiv-e Tar·iff 
League, for a dual tariff-to the Committee on Ways and l\Ieans. 

By l\fr. FOSTER of Indiana: Petition of Bricklayers' Benevo­
lent Protective Union No. 1, of Evansville, Ind., favoring the 
extension of the writ of habeas corpus in certain cases (relative 
to the 1\Ioyer and Haywood case)-to the Committee on the Ju­
diciary. 

By Mr. FULLER: Petition of the Sanders Brothers 1\ianufac-

_turing. Company, of Ottawa, Ill., against the undue re triction 
of immigration-to the Committee on Immigration and Natural-
ization. . 

AI o, petition of the Grand Army A ociation of Philadelphia 
and Vicinity, against abolition of the pen ion agencies-to tile 
Committee on Inv·alid Pensions. 

By Mr. GIL....'\I.AN :· Petition of the Alliance of German Socie­
ties, of Fort Wayne, Ind., against the Lodge-Gardner bill-to tile 
Committee on Immigration and Naturalization. 

By l\Ir. GRAFF: Petition of Peoria Di\ision, No. 79, Order of 
Railway Conductors, for bill S. 5133 (the sixteen-hour bill)-to 
the Committee on Interstate and Forei!m Commerce. 

By l\Ir. GRAHAl\1: Petition of the Cotm~il of Jewi h Women, 
for a commission to inve tigate the entire que tion of immi­
gration-to the Committee on Immigration and ~aturalization. 

AI o, petition of the American Protecti\e Tariff League, for a 
dual tariff-to tl.le Committee on Ways and Means .. 

Also, petition of 1\IcKee Rocks Division, No. 201, Order of 
Railway Conductors of America, for bill S. 5133-to tile Commit­
tee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

Also, petition of citizens of Alleglleny County, Pa., for in­
crea e of salaries of post-office clerk and carriers-to the Com­
mittee on the Post-Oftice and Po t-Roads. 

Also, petition of the National German-.American Alliance, 
against the Littlefield bill (H. R. 13G5J)-to the Committee on 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

AI o, petition of Well & Thorp, of Pittsburg Pa., a!minst re­
striction of immigration-to the Committee o~ Immigration and 
Naturalization. · .. 

By Mr. GROSVENOR: Paper to accompany bill for relief of 
William Green-to the Committee on Invalid Pen ion . 

By 1\Ir. HAYES: Petition of the Grand Army A. ociation of · 
Philadelphia, against abolition of pension agencies-to the Com­
mittee on Invalid Pension . 

Also, petition of the California Bankei·s' Association, for an 
amendment to the railway rate bill to provide for a uniform 
bill of lading-to the Committee on Inter tate and Foreign 
Commerce. 

.Ai o, petition of the Fruit Grower ' Convention of California, 
for such modification of the Chinese-exclu ion act as will per­
mit the enactment of law making pos ible re tricted immiara­
tion of laborer irrespective of nationality-to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

By l\Ir. HILL of Connecticut: Petition of Barnett Burman 
and others, <>f New Haven, Conn., against re triction of iiruni­
gration-to the Committee on Immigration and Taturalization. 

By Mr. HUMPHREY of Washington: Paper to accompany 
bill for relief of heirs o:f Francis Griffin-to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

By llr. KAHN: Petition ·of George-J. Finn and 16 other re i­
dent of San Franci co, against employment of A iatics on the 
canal-to the Committ-ee on Foreign Affair . - · 

By Ur. LACEY: Paper to accompany bUI for relief of Charles 
L. Simmons--to the Committee on War Claims. 

By 1\Ir. 1\I.Al-t"N : Paper to accompany bill for relief of Wil­
liam S. Frost-to the Committee on Invalid Pen ion . 

By 1\Ir. MOORE of Pennsyl\ania: Petition of the National G r· 
man-American Alliance, against. bill H. R. 13655 (the Littlefield 
bill for the regulation of commerce)-to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Also, petition of Robert :Miller et al., citizen of Philadelphia, 
fa\oring restriction of immigration (S. 4403)-to the Committee 
on Immigration and Naturalizatiou. 

By l\Ir. OVERSTREET of Indiana: Petition of the Alliance 
of _ German Societie , State 'of Indiana, against the Lodg -
Gardner· bill-to the Comn:iittee on Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion. . 

AI o, petition of the Brotherlloo<l of Railway Trainmen, Fidel­
ity Lodge, No. 109, for the anti-injunction bill-to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of the Brotherllood of R-;.ilway Trainmen, Lodae 
No. 109, of Indianapolis, Ind., for bill S. 5133 (the sixteen-hour 
bill)-to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By 1\Ir. REYBURN: Petition of the National German-Amer: 
ican Alliance, against bill H. R. 130u5 (the Littlefield bill) -to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. REYNOLDS : Papers to accompany .bill for relief of 
Richard C. Weir and Robert 1\I. 1\Iusser-to the Committee on 
Invalid Pension . 

By .Mr. RYAN: Petition of District Grand Lodge No. 1, B'nai 
B'rith, of New York Citr-to the Committee on Immigration 
and Nahualization. 

Also, petition of the · National German-American Alliance, 
against bill H. R. 13G55 (the Littlefield bill for the regulation 
of commerce)_:-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
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By Mr. S~IITII of Arizona : Paper to accompany bill for 

relief of Jose Manuel Jarmillo-to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. STEENERSON: Petition of P. S. Friday et al., to 
amend the pure-food bill-to the Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. WHARTON: Petition of the National German-Ameri­
can Alliance of the United States, against bill S. 4403-to the 
Committee on Immigration and Naturalization. 
. By l\Ir. WILEY of Alabama: Paper to accompany bill for 

relief of John S. May-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

SENATE. 

SATiniDAY, February 73, 1907. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, REV. EDwARD E. HALE. 
The Secretary proceeded ·to read the Journal of yester(lay's 

proceedings, when, on request of 1\lr. KEAN, and by unanimous 
consent, the further reading ""as dispensed ·with. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Journal stands approved. 
DECISIONS IN PATEl~T CASES. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica­
tion from the Secretary of th.e Interior, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a letter from the Commissioner of Patents and accompany­
ing copy of decisions of the Commissioner of Patent~ of the 
United States courts in patent cases for the year 1906; which, 
with the accompanying paper, was referred to the Committee 
on Patents and ordered to be printed. -

EAST W ASHli~GTON HEIGHTS TRACTION RAILROAD COMPANY. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the S.enate the annual re­
port of the East Washington Heights Traction Railroad Company 
of the District of Columbia, for the fiscal year ended December 
31, 1906; which was referred to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

FINDINGS BY THE COURT OF CLAIMS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica­
tion from the -assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, transmitting 
a certified copy of the findings of fact filed by the court in the 
cause of Cornelius F. Terrill, Cordelia I. Terrill, and Vira R. 
Terrill-IIaq>er, heirs of Richard Terrill, ~eased, v. The United 
States; which, with the accompanying pap.er, was referred to 
the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

CREDENTIALS. 

Mr. CLARKE of Arkansas presented the credentials of Jeffer­
son Davis, chosen by the legislature of the State of Arkansas 
a Sena~or from that State for the term beginning March 4, 1907; 
which were read, and ordered to be filed. 

.MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. · 

A message from the Hou8e of Representatives, by Mr. C. R. 
McKENNEY, its enrolling clerk, announced that the House had 
passed · the following bills; in which it requested the concur­
rence of the Senate: 

H. R. 21383. An act providing that terms of the circuit court 
of the United States for the western district and of the district 
court of the United States for the northern division of the west­
ern district of the State of Washington be held at Belling.h::un; 

H. R. 24374. An act to fix the boundaries of l-ands of cert..<tin 
landowners and entrymen adjoining the Coeur d'Alene Indian 
Reservation; 

H. R. 24473. An act to define the status of certain patents and 
pending entries, selections, and filings on lands formerly within 
the Fort Berthold Indian Reservation in North Dakota; 

H. R. 24989. An act to provide for the Commutation for 
town-site purposes of homestead entries in certain portions of 
Oklahoma; 

II. R. 25034.- An act to change the time of holding circuit and 
district courts of the United States for the middle dish·ict of 
Tennessee ; and 

H. R. 25041. An· act to provide for the creation of additional 
land districts in the dish·ict of Alaska. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT p1;esented a petition of the Affiliated 
Business Uen's Associa_tion of St. ~onis,-Mo., praying that an 
appropriation .be made for the construction of a deep waterway 
from the Lakes to the Gulf; which was referred to the Commit­
tee on Commerce. 

He al o presented a petition of the Association of Pattern 
1\.Jakers of District A, in the State of Massachusetts, praying 
for the enactment of legislation to provide for an increase in the 

salaries of Government employees; which was referred to the 
Committee on Appropriatrons. 

He also presented petitions. of the Woman's Christian Tem­
perance Unions of South "Bend, Mooresville, :Marion, Hebron;~ 
Holton, Salem, Eagletown, IIartsville, Monrovia, Carmel, Plain-,· 
field, College Corner, Bath, Anderson, Redkey, and Economy, all 
iu the State of Indiana, praying for an investigation of thei 
charges made and filed against Hon. REED S:uooT, a Senator 
from the State of Utah; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

1\Ir. CULBERSON. I present as a memorial, by request, a 
series of resolutions adopted at the tenth annual convention of 
the American Live Stock Association; held at Denver, Colo., 
January 22-23, 1907, relative to cai· shortage. I ask that the 
resolutions be printed in the RECORD and referred to the Com­
mittee on Interstate Commerce. 

There being no objection, the resolutions were referred to the 
Committee on Interstate Commerce and ordered to be printed. 
in the RECORD, as follows : 
[Resolution adopted at the tenth annual convention of the American 

National I"ive-Stock Association held at Denver, Colo., January 22 
and 23, 1907.] · 
Whereas many of the railroads have failed to supply themselves with 

sufficient facilities· to perform their duties as common carriers in re­
ceiving and transporting freight throughout the western half of the 
United States, where live-stock ·raising and feeding and shipping is a . 
most extensive and important industry, and have failed to furnish cars 
in which live stock could be shipped to market to such an extent that 
t ens of thousands of cattle and sheep could not during the past season 
be marketed, and have failed to supply ears for such great length of 
time after orders have been given therefor that a large proportion of 
the live stock marketed were S<> much delayed, generally for weeks and 
in many instances for months, that they lost seriously in flesh and con­
dition, and after cars were supplied and live stock loaded have moved 
the same at such slow rate of speed and otherwise delayed shipments as 
to seriously damage such live stock ; and • 

Whereas this treatment of the live-stock industry of the country has 
been growing worse year by year and has cost the producers million-s of 
dollars, reaching the appalling condition during the past season of forc­
ing many shippers practically out of business, probably bankrupting 
some and seriously injuring and demoralizing the entire live-stock busi­
ness, particularly in the Southwest; and 

Whereas there are, as a whole, more stock cars and have been fewer 
shipments the past season than heretofore, and it is our belief from ob­
servation, experience, and 'from what we can ascertain that there has 
been a reekless indifference of the railroad management in the localities 
where this disastrous condition has existed in supplying themselves with 
stock cars or in utilizing what they have been able to obtain to trans­
port live stock, either permitting the cars to stand idle, as has often 
been the case, or using them in transporting other traffic at a time when 
live stock was being held for shipment and fast de~reciating in value 
thereby producing a wanton destruction of property; and · ' 

Whereas there exists no adequate means of compelling the railroads 
to p~rf~rm their duty_ to ~rnish cars and perform ihe transportation 
serVIce ill reasonable time, if at all, and no means of securin.,. adequate 
re~ress for failure of the railroads to perform those duties, where they 
fail to do so ; and . 

Whereas there is no way by which one railroad can compel its con­
neet:!ng line to exchan~e empty ~ars for loaqed cars of live stock or tp 
;~1ve and forward bve stock ill the cars m which they are loaded; 

Whereas the refusal of railroads to permit can; to go off their own 
line and to deliver cars to other lines has to a great eXtent impaired the 
efficiency of the cars which should be available and placed it beyond 
the power of many railroads to secure cars or a return of cars or 
~!~hange of cars, and in this way demoralized the railroad service ; 

Whereas it is our earnest belle!, concurred in by all those who in­
vestigate the subject, that the free exchange of cars and the thorough 
and rapid transportation of live stock is the only way in which this 
unbearable condition can be relieved; and 

Whereas we believe that if left to themselves the railroads will not 
better conditions, at least not relieve them, in absence of some law 
which compels a free exchange and interchange of cars to enable each 
road to get back empty cars for loaded cars delivered to its connee­
tion, !lnd a law which fixes · penaltie~ to compel the furnishing of cars 
;~lhippers and_ the exchan~e and illterchange as between railroads ; _ 

Whereas there has been introduced in the Senate of the United States 
by tbe Hon. C. A. CULBEBSON, · nited States Senator from Texas a 
bill (S. 7887) declaring it to be the duty of railroads subject to the 
a~t to regull:~te co~merce to provide s~1fficient facilities to perform with 
dispatch their duties as common earners in furnishing cars and trans­
portation for shipment of all freight, including live stock and to 
prompt.ly transpor~ same and to exchange loaded and ·empty 'cars and 
otherWise to provide sufficient facilities, fixing penalties for failure 
of such duties and giving to the shipper the right to recover in any 
court of, any State ?r Territory having juris.diction his damages and 
attorneys fees, and m case of failure to furrush cars for shipping live 
stock double the damages sustained, and also empowering the Inter­
state Commerce Commission to enforce penalties for violation of the 
act and to make rules and regulations with respect to the time and 
manner of giving notice for cars, furnishing cars, exchange and inter­
chal!ge of cars, and all needful rules and regulations in the adminis­
tratl_on of such la'Y and to compel its o.bservanee, and providing rules · 
applicable to the different classes and kind of freight and the varying 
circumstances and conditions of shipment; and · 

Whereas we believe that the enactment of said bill into law will 
speedily remedy the deplorable conditions herein set forth and that 
some such measure is imp~ratively necessary: Now, thet·efor'e, be it 

Resolved by the Amen can, L it:e Stock Association i 1~ convention 
f:ISSemblecl. at p enver, Colo., January 2.B ana 28, 1897, That we heartily 
rndorse sru.d bill and recommend to our Senators and Congressmen from 
all of the Western States, from which this association draws its mem· 
bership, that the same be passed; and further be it 

Resolved. Tbut copies of this resolution be promptly printed and sent 
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